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"Ancient sword of my people, bring me a hero, to save from tyranny the sons and
daughters of this land. Let a Matheson lay hands on you and become that hero." So
speaks the faerie Sianann as she musters what is left of her powers in a desperate
attempt to save her beloved homeland. In 1713, Scotland's Jacobite rebels face their
darkest hour. They need new blood, a new leader to help them fight English
oppression. And they are about to get one... Dylan Matheson is an ordinary guy with
ordinary problems: family, girlfriend-the usual. But he likes his life, living above the dojo
where he teaches martial arts and swordfighting. Then one day at a Medieval Faire, he
sees a magnificent broadsword. He takes it in hand-and is transported to a time and
place he's only read about. Now Dylan Matheson, ordinary guy, is about to embark
upon an extraordinary adventure. And it will take all of his skills-plus a bit of magic-just
to survive.
From the award-winning author of Swordspoint comes a witty, wicked coming-of-age
story that is both edgy and timeless. . . . Welcome to Riverside, where the aristocratic
and the ambitious battle for power and prestige in the city’s labyrinth of streets and
ballrooms, theatres and brothels, boudoirs and salons. Into this alluring and alarming
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world walks a bright young woman ready to take it on and make her fortune. A wellbred country girl, Katherine knows all the rules of conventional society. Her biggest
mistake is thinking they apply. Katherine’s host and uncle, Alec Campion, the
capricious and decadent Mad Duke Tremontaine, is in charge here—and to him, rules
are made to be broken. When he decides it would be far more amusing for his niece to
learn swordplay than to follow the usual path to ballroom and husband, her world
changes forever. And there’s no going back. Blade in hand, it’s up to Katherine to find
her own way through a maze of secrets and betrayals, nobles and scoundrels—and to
gain the power, respect, and self-discovery that come to those who master. . . . “Unholy
fun, and wholly fun . . . an elegant riposte, dazzlingly executed.”—Gregory Maguire,
New York Times bestselling author of Wicked
In a fantastic city of canals, seventeen-year-old gondolier Altair Jones finds herself
involved in aristocratic plots and mortal danger when she rescues a man thrown into
the canal to drown
IN THE EPIC HISTORICAL NOVEL SWORD OF HONOR, DAVID KIRK CONTINUES
THE SAGA OF MUSASHI MIYAMOTO, THE GREATEST SWORDSMAN IN
JAPANESE HISTORY, AS HE JOURNEYS TO THE ANCIENT CITY OF KYOTO TO
FIGHT FOR HIS LIFE AND HIS IDEALS. Having survived the cataclysmic battle of
Sekigahara, which established the mighty Tokugawa Shogunate, young Musashi
Miyamoto travels through Japan determined to proclaim his revolutionary epiphany that
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the “way of the samurai,” the ancient code that binds warriors to their masters, needs
to be abolished. But during the battle Musashi insulted an adept of the powerful
Yoshioka school, and a price has been put on his head. Musashi is drawn to Kyoto,
domain of the Yoshioka, driven by anger and certain that he will deal a crushing blow to
the traditional samurai dogma by destroying the school. Musashi will learn, however,
that the capital of the nation is rife with intrigue and potential rebellion against the newly
established government, a struggle into which he unwittingly enters. Among other
outcasts, Musashi will find the worth of his spectacular skill with the sword weighed
against the deep cunning of manipulative Lords, and must make his reckoning with the
Yoshioka, the way of the samurai, and ultimately his own nature. Only then will he be
able to take one step closer to becoming the wise old sage who wrote The Book of Five
Rings. Sword of Honor seamlessly blends meticulous research, mesmerizing action
sequences, and a driving narrative to bring this extraordinary figure to life.
Master swordsman, calligrapher, and Zen practitioner, Yamoaka Tesshu is a seminal
figure in martial arts history. John Stevens's biography is a fascinating, detailed account
of Tesshu's remarkable life. From Tesshu's superhuman feats of endurance and keen
perception in life-threatening situations, to his skillful handling of military affairs during
the politically volatile era of early nineteenth-century Japan, Stevens recounts the
stories that have made Tesshu a legend. This is the book all martial artists must own.
After pledging her loyalty to her cousin Sithli, princess Rilsin Sea Becha, heir to the
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throne, realizes that she has made a grave mistake as she, unable to experience life
and love, watches her cousin slowly destroy the kingdom, forcing Rilsin to risk
everything she holds dear to save the Land. Original.
This dual biography of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King upends longstanding
preconceptions to transform our understanding of the twentieth century's most iconic
African American leaders. To most Americans, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr.
represent contrasting ideals: self-defense vs. nonviolence, black power vs. civil rights,
the sword vs. the shield. The struggle for black freedom is wrought with the same
contrasts. While nonviolent direct action is remembered as an unassailable part of
American democracy, the movement's militancy is either vilified or erased outright. In
The Sword and the Shield, Peniel E. Joseph upends these misconceptions and reveals
a nuanced portrait of two men who, despite markedly different backgrounds, inspired
and pushed each other throughout their adult lives. This is a strikingly revisionist
biography, not only of Malcolm and Martin, but also of the movement and era they
came to define.
Yamamoto Kansuke was a 16th Century general under Takeda Shingen in the Warring
States Period of Japan. This is a collection of four versions of a document attributed to
him. Each of the four versions describe sword, spear and military tactics that are fully
illustrated by different Edo Era artists. The text adds explanations on the underlying
feeling fighting in each illustration. Long thought to be a fictional character, historical
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letters mentioning Yamamoto Kansuke and establishing him as a authentic historical
figure are reproduced and translated. There are additional chapters highlighting
techniques in Kansuke's book that also appears in the Chinese Bubishi military manual.
Finally, some of the unusual weapons within the Bubishi are explained.
Death is a fickle thing. For most, it's a force of nature, but Agil Novan sees the reaper in
a different light. As the greatest swordsman of all time, he cherishes life more than
most, and he's lived one full of both struggle and success. After all of his
accomplishments, he too must face the reaper and its scythe. When challenged,
however, the swordsman is not one to go without a fight. After parrying it once and then
impressing the reaper with a show of the blade, he is offered something more. A
second chance at life--one that he's all but forced to accept. Now, stranded in an
unfamiliar land with an unfamiliar body and far too many questions, Agil has his life
threatened at every turn. Still, he is determined to survive. He knows what the reaper
did to him. And he has never been one to let vengeance go unfulfilled.
Nakamura Taisaburo's landmark book on the art of the sword includes technical
information, thoughtful analysis, and fascinating recollections of his own training and
teaching. One of the most famous Japanese swordsmen of the twentieth century,
Nakamura sensei is widely acknowledged as the preeminent reinvigorator of the
practice of tameshigiri (test cutting) as a test of technical and spiritual mastery. The
Spirit of the Sword--first published in Japanese in 1980, now translated into English for
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the first time--is regarded by many as the most complete of Nakamura's writings on
Japanese swordsmanship. Here Nakamura instructs the reader on the integration of
iaido, kendo, and tameshigiri; the correct mental approach to sword practice; training
methods; numerous kata or forms; a guide to sword maintenance; and historical notes
on the use of the sword as a weapon. Illustrated with over 800 original photographs,
this book is a must-have for any student of the Japanese sword and an excellent
resource for sword enthusiasts in general.
Gathered during the many years the author spent practicing yoga, karate, and exploring
the Far East, this collection of teaching stories will appeal to anyone interested in yoga,
oriental philosophy, the martial arts, or the evolving soul.
One thousand years ago, a wish was made and a sword of rage and lightning was
forged. Kamigoroshi. The Godslayer. A weapon powerful enough to seal away the
formidable demon Hakaimono. Now he has broken free. Kitsune shapeshifter Yumeko
has one task: to take her piece of the ancient and powerful Scroll of a Thousand
Prayers to the Steel Feather temple in order to prevent the summoning of the Harbinger
of Change, the great Kami Dragon who will grant one wish to whomever holds the
scroll. But she has a new enemy now, more dangerous than any she has yet faced.
The demon Hakaimono is free at last, and he has possessed the very person Yumeko
trusted to protect her from the evil at her heels, Kage Tatsumi of the Shadow Clan.
Hakaimono has only one goal: to break the curse of the sword and set himself free to
Page 6/19

Download Free The Sword Of No Sword Life Of The Master Warrior Tesshu
rain chaos and destruction over the land forevermore. To do so, he will need the scroll.
And Yumeko is the only one standing in his way.
New epic fantasy in the grand tradition—including a never-before-published Song of Ice
and Fire story by George R. R. Martin! Fantasy fiction has produced some of the most
unforgettable heroes ever conjured onto the page: Robert E. Howard’s Conan the
Barbarian, Michael Moorcock’s Elric of Melniboné, Fritz Leiber’s Fafhrd and the Gray
Mouser. Classic characters like these made sword and sorcery a storytelling sensation,
a cornerstone of fantasy fiction—and an inspiration for a new generation of writers,
spinning their own outsize tales of magic and swashbuckling adventure. Now, in The
Book of Swords, acclaimed editor and bestselling author Gardner Dozois presents an
all-new anthology of original epic tales by a stellar cast of award-winning modern
masters—many of them set in their authors’ best-loved worlds. Join today’s finest
tellers of fantastic tales, including George R. R. Martin, K. J. Parker, Robin Hobb, Scott
Lynch, Ken Liu, C. J. Cherryh, Daniel Abraham, Lavie Tidhar, Ellen Kushner, and more
on action-packed journeys into the outer realms of dark enchantment and intrepid
derring-do, featuring a stunning assortment of fearless swordsmen and warrior women
who face down danger and death at every turn with courage, cunning, and cold steel.
FEATURING SIXTEEN ALL-NEW STORIES: “The Best Man Wins” by K. J. Parker
“Her Father’s Sword” by Robin Hobb “The Hidden Girl” by Ken Liu “The Sword of
Destiny” by Matthew Hughes “‘I Am a Handsome Man,’ Said Apollo Crow” by Kate
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Elliott “The Triumph of Virtue” by Walter Jon Williams “The Mocking Tower” by Daniel
Abraham “Hrunting” by C. J. Cherryh “A Long, Cold Trail” by Garth Nix “When I Was
a Highwayman” by Ellen Kushner “The Smoke of Gold Is Glory” by Scott Lynch “The
Colgrid Conundrum” by Rich Larson “The King’s Evil” by Elizabeth Bear
“Waterfalling” by Lavie Tidhar “The Sword Tyraste” by Cecelia Holland “The Sons of
the Dragon” by George R. R. Martin And an introduction by Gardner Dozois “When
fine writer and expert editor [Gardner] Dozois beckons, authors deliver—and this surely
will be one of the year’s essential anthologies.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
In the 6th century AD, the Near East was divided between two great empires: the
Persian and the Roman. A hundred years on, and one had vanished for ever, while the
other was a dismembered, bleeding trunk. In their place, a new superpower had arisen:
the empire of the Arabs. So profound was this upheaval that it spelled, in effect, the end
of the ancient world. But the changes that marked the period were more than merely
political or even cultural: there was also a transformation of human society with
incalculable consequences for the future. Today, over half the world's population
subscribes to one of the various religions that took on something like their final form
during the last centuries of antiquity. Wherever men or women are inspired by belief in
a single god to think or behave in a certain way, they bear witness to the abiding impact
of this extraordinary, convulsive age - though as Tom Holland demonstrates, much of
what Jews, Christians and Muslims believe about the origins of their religion is open to
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debate. In the Shadow of the Sword explores how a succession of great empires came
to identify themselves with a new and revolutionary understanding of the divine. It is a
story vivid with drama, horror and startling achievement, and stars many of the most
remarkable rulers ever seen.
In "A Book of Five Rings," Miyamoto Musashi takes the reader into a world filled to the brim
with devotion, self-respect, discipline, honesty and purity of thought. Written originally for
warriors and samurai in a completely different time and culture, Musashi's book provides a
remarkable source of inspiration for self-development today. His teachings are concise and to
the point. He uses phrases like "you must understand this" and "you must practice diligently"
and explains only general, but unquestionable and fundamental, concepts of the Way of the
Warrior. While some of his guidelines are are not directly applicable in our time and age, those
about striving to achieve improvement on the inside as well as the outside couldn't be more on
target. Taken literally this book is about how to become an efficient, albeit enlightened, killer.
It's value comes from reading between the lines--lines which speak volumes.
“This new novel of the Change is quite probably the finest by an author who has been growing
in skill and imagination for more than twenty-five years.” – Booklist (Starred Review) Rudi
Mackenzie has journeyed long and far across the land that was once the United States of
America, seeking the shore where the sun rises, hoping to find the source of the world-altering
event that has come to be known as the Change. His quest ends in Nantucket, an island
overrun with forest, inhabited by a mere two hundred people, who claim to have been
transported there from out of time. Only one odd stone house remains standing. Within it, Rudi
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finds a beautifully made sword seemingly waiting for him. And once he takes it up, nothing for
Rudi—or for the world that he knows—will ever be the same…
The insightful martial arts biography of Yamoaka Tesshu, the larger-than-life samurai who
founded his own school of swordsmanship and helped restore practical imperial rule to Japan
Master swordsman, calligrapher, and Zen practitioner, Yamoaka Tesshu is a seminal figure in
martial arts history. John Stevens’s biography is a fascinating, detailed account of Tesshu’s
remarkable life. From Tesshu’s superhuman feats of endurance and keen perception in lifethreatening situations, to his skillful handling of military affairs during the politically volatile era
of early nineteenth-century Japan, Stevens recounts the stories that have made Tesshu a
legend. This is the book all martial artists must own.
Iaido is a Japanese sword fighting method which stems into the traditions of Samurai schools
of the past 5 centuries. It is practiced through combat forms (Kata). The main purpose of this
art is to draw the sword from its scabbard and in the meanwhile being able to hit one or more
opponents in a fast and effective way.This book has the purpose to give some references to
the Westerns practicing this still "esoteric" art (esoteric since it is practiced by a relatively small
number of persons through the World, Japan included). It is focused on all that aspects which
are not so evident and in some way hidden, such as body and control, breathing, posture and
mind control.After a brief historical and technical introductory section, there is a part where are
given practical exercises to develop a better consciousness of body and mind, breathing
exercises and technical suggestions for a better use of katana sword.A section with all the
possible training methods and their use is then included, with all the explanations about how to
use them.The final part is dedicated to how Iaido can be used as a self-improvement method
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and is giving suggestions for students and teachers.
The exciting follow-up to Mightier Than the Sword, the humorous and fantastical interactive
middle-grade novel which needs you, the reader, to get in on the action! The second book set
in Astorya places you back in the driver's seat. You're a real human being (we assume), and in
this fictional world, that makes you a superhero. Armed with your trusty pencil, you have the
power to create. What you write, draw, or scribble in the book becomes part of the story! With
Queen Rulette gone, and Astorya returning to normal, you decide to journey to Astorya's Other
Side, a place of monsters and mayhem, to hide the Original original forever. Surely nothing
bad could happen to Astorya's precious document there, right? But when the plan goes awry
and digital doppelgangers are unleashed on the world, once again only you can save the day.
Write, draw, and puzzle your way through a hilarious adventure story that is unique to every
reader! And, most importantly, prove that the pencil is mightier than the sword.
A lost city in the desert, wolf packs, a book, and, of course, a sword...The Book and the Sword
was Louis Cha's first novel, published in 1955, and quickly established him as one of the new
masters of the wuxia genre. The novel is panoramic in scope and includes the fantastical
elements for which Cha is well-known: secret societies, kung fu masters, a lost desert
cityguarded by wolf packs, and the mysterious Fragrant Princess, an embellishment of an
actual historical figure - although whether she actually smelled of flowers, we will never know.
Further to that Cha revives the legend about the great eighteenth-century Manchu Emperor
Qian Long which claims that hewas in fact not a Manchu but a Han Chinese as a result of a
baby swap.The Book and the Sword is a rip-roaring tale of Chinese kung fu masters battling it
out for the future of the Chinese empire and control of central Asia.
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Four hundred years after a deadly virus and nuclear war destroyed the modern world, a new
and noble civilization emerges. In this kingdom, called Chiveis, snowcapped mountains provide
protection, and fields and livestock provide food. The people live medieval-style lives, with
almost no knowledge of the "ancient" world. Safe in their natural stronghold, the Chiveisi have
everything they need, even their own religion. Christianity has been forgotten—until a young
army scout comes across a strange book. With that discovery, this work of speculative fiction
takes readers on a journey that encompasses adventure, romance, and the revelation of the
one true God. Through compelling narrative and powerful character development, The Sword
speaks to God's goodness, his refusal to tolerate sin, man's need to bow before him, and the
eternality and power of his Word. Fantasy and adventure readers will be hooked by this first
book in a forthcoming trilogy.

The first English translation of a seventeenth-century philosophical exploration of
Japanese swordsmanship offers strategic advice in the tradition of "A Book of Five
Rings."
Things have never been darker for 16-year-old Will Hunter. The girl he loves has been
taken from him, he's been betrayed by his newfound half-sister, and he has only hours
to find a cure to the poison coursing through his veins. He's in no shape to stop the
Dark Lord from finding and using the Sword of Armageddon—but if he can't, he's not the
only one who will die. The third book in the New Kid series takes Will and friends from a
demon-infested island in the Puget Sound to the top of the Seattle Space Needle,
where Will's struggle against the Dark Lord ends in a confrontation that will determine
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the fate of all mankind.
First published in 1958 Montgomerys memoirs cover the full span of his career first as a
regimental officer in the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and then as a Staff Officer. His
choice of the Warwickshires was due to his lack of money. He saw service in India
before impressing with his courage, tactical skill and staff ability in the Great War.
Despite his tactless uncompromising manner his career flourished between the wars
but it was during the retreat to Dunkirk that his true brilliance as a commander revealed
itself. The rest is history but in this autobiography we can hear Monty telling his side of
the story of the great North African Campaign followed by the even more momentous
battles against the enemy and, sadly, the Allies as he strove for victory in North West
Europe. His interpretation of the great campaign is of huge importance and reveals the
deep differences that existed between him and Eisenhower and other leading figures.
His career ended in disappointment and frustration being temperamentally unsuited to
Whitehall and the political machinations of NATO.
Connoisseur's Book Japanese Swords is a Kodansha International publication.
The Way of the Living Sword is the final installment in D.E. Tarver's popular Warrior
Series. It stands beside The Book of Five Rings by Miyamoto Musashi as one of the
greatest writings of the warrior mind. In The Way of the Living Sword, Munenori gives
an in-depth explanation of the connection between physical martial arts and the mental
process of Zen. While Munenori and Musashi were both avid students of Zen, Munenori
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was more fascinated by the academic aspects of the philosophy. Munenori stretches
the consciousness of even the most enlightened martial artist. Martial arts devotees will
experience many flashes of revelation as Tarver explores the various aspects of
Munenori's approach. Read and grow!
Western scholars and educators are generally far less familiar with the samurai in his
original-and, ostensibly, primary-role as warrior and masters of arms than in his other
functions as landowner, feudal lord, literature, or philosopher. Yet, any attempt to
comprehend fully the samurai without considering his military abilities and training
(bugei) is futile. With verve and wit, Karl Friday combines the results of nearly two
decades of fieldwork and archival research to examine samurai martial culture from a
broad perspective: as a historical phenomenon, as a worldview, and as a system of
physical, spiritual, and moral education.
"David Gemmell tells a tale of very real adventure, the stuff of true epic fantasy." --R. A.
Salvatore, New York Times Bestselling author The Goths followed a bloodthirsty new
leader, one who sought to open the Gates of Hell: Wotan. His immortal power stemmed
from human sacrifice and dark sorcery, and no sword could touch him. He rode the
winds on a leather-winged steed, while his armies cut a deadly swath across the
northern kingdoms. Even death's icy hand could not stop them. Only Uther Pendragon
could save Britannia. To do so he must wield his birthright--Cunobelin's blade, the
legendary Sword of Power. But Uther was chained in Hell, the sword lost in swirling
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Chaos. All hope lay with the warrior known as Revelation, with the magic of the
Sipstrassi Stones, and with Anduine, a blind girl possessed of arcane powers. Only if
these unlikely allies united could they hope to stop the invincible foe before the world
plunged into darkness.
In his eye-opening new book, author Fumon Tanaka uses the life and accomplishments
of sword master Miyamoto Musashi to look at the history of swords and sword fighting,
and to discuss their role in Japanese history and in the development of traditional
Japanese martial arts systems. The book opens with an introduction to Musashi as a
real-life figure, not just the legend we’ve come to know. Musashi was born in 1584, a
time of transition in Japan that saw centuries of violence and war give way to an era of
peace. In his early years, Musashi studied kenjutsu (the technique of the sword) and
trained as a warrior. Before he turned thirty, he had fought and won sixty-six duels,
proving himself a truly gifted swordsman. When he was in his thirties, however, warriors
were no longer called upon to do battle, and many, like Musashi, turned to the inner
secrets and theories of kenjutsu as a way to find a deeper meaning to life. He became
a first-class painter and wrote Zen poetry. By 1629, he had gone back to his ronin
(masterless warrior) ways, and opened a kenjutsu dojo, where he taught two-sword
fighting, the technique he perfected although didn’t invent, as is widely believed. In
1643, when he was sixty years old, Musashi wrote his classic work, The Book of Five
Rings. In the second chapter of the book, Tanaka introduces Musashi’s major rivals,
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while the last two chapters go into great detail about the various traditional martial arts
systems including the development and characteristics of each, as well as the
techniques themselves. The long history of Japan is also the history of the martial arts,
which evolved from swordsmanship. And since the mental, spiritual, and physical
aspects are inseparable, an exploration of traditional martial arts is also a look at the
very essence of Japanese culture.
Armed with a magic amulet which bestows eternal life on the wearer, a powerful knight
protects the fortress of Grimhold, where the magical people of his world reside. But
when his closest friend is pulled into the evil sway of the Devil's Armor, only the Sword
of Angels can defeat it.
The acclaimed author of Rubicon and other superb works of popular history now
produces a thrillingly panoramic (and incredibly timely) account of the rise of Islam. No
less significant than the collapse of the Roman Republic or the Persian invasion of
Greece, the evolution of the Arab empire is one of the supreme narratives of ancient
history, a story dazzlingly rich in drama, character, and achievement. Just like the
Romans, the Arabs came from nowhere to carve out a stupefyingly vast
dominion—except that they achieved their conquests not over the course of centuries as
the Romans did but in a matter of decades. Just like the Greeks during the Persian
wars, they overcame seemingly insuperable odds to emerge triumphant against the
greatest empire of the day—not by standing on the defensive, however, but by hurling
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themselves against all who lay in their path.
“Like swordplay itself, By the Sword is elegant, accurate, romantic, and full of brio—the
definitive study, hugely readable, of man’s most deadly art.”—Simon Winchester With a
new Preface by the author Napoleon fenced. So did Shakespeare, Karl Marx, Grace
Kelly, and President Truman, who as a schoolboy would practice fencing with Bess—his
future wife— when the two of them returned home from school. Lincoln was a canny
dueler. Ignatius Loyola challenged a man to a duel for denying Christ’s divinity (and
won). Less successful, but no less enthusiastic, was Mussolini, who would tell his wife
he was “off to get spaghetti,” their code to avoid alarming the children. By the Sword is
an epic history of sword fighting—a science, an art, and, for many, a religion that began
at the dawn of civilization in ancient Egypt and has been an obsession for mankind ever
since. With wit and insight, Richard Cohen gives us an engrossing history of the world
via the sword. Praise for By the Sword “Touché! While scrupulous and informed about
its subject, Richard Cohen’s book is about more than swordplay. It reads at times like
an alternative social history of the West.”—Sebastian Faulks “In writing By the Sword,
[Cohen] has shown that he is as skilled with the pen as he is with the sword.”—The New
York Times “Irresistible . . . extraordinary . . . vivid and hugely enjoyable.”—The
Economist “A virtual encyclopedia on the subject of sword fighting.”—San Francisco
Chronicle “Literate, learned, and, beg pardon, razor-sharp . . . a pleasure for
practitioners, and a rewarding entertainment for the armchair swashbuckler.”—Kirkus
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Reviews (starred review)
Investigating the theft of an old samurai sword forged by a legendary smith who infused
the weapon with magical powers, Tokyo police officer Mariko Oshiro finds herself
threatened by the power of the blade in unexpected ways.
After being told not to sword fight in the house, Art and Lance move to the backyard
where they begin jousting on cows, but even there the boys manage to get into trouble
as they flatten their mother's daffodils just before the big daffodil contest.
When bombs rained down on Pearl Harbor in 1941, Japanese American college
students were among the many young men enrolled in ROTC and immediately called
upon to defend the Hawaiian islands against invasion. In a few weeks, however, the
military government questioned their loyalty and disarmed them. In No Sword to Bury,
Franklin Odo places the largely untold story of the wartime experience of these young
men in the context of the community created by their immigrant families and its
relationship to the larger, white-dominated society. At the heart of the book are vivid
oral histories that recall their service on the home front in the Varsity Victory Volunteers,
a non-military group dedicated to public works, as well as in the segregated 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. Illuminating a critical moment in ethnic identity formation
among this first generation of Americans of Japanese descent (the nisei), Odo shows
how the war-time service and the post-war success of these men contributed to the
simplistic view of Japanese Americans as a model minority in Hawai`i.
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