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Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus, born Gaius Caecilius or Gaius Caecilius Cilo (61 - c. 113),
better known as Pliny the Younger, was a lawyer, author, and magistrate of Ancient Rome.
Pliny's uncle, Pliny the Elder, helped raise and educate him. Pliny the Younger wrote hundreds
of letters, of which 247 survive and are of great historical value. Some are addressed to
reigning emperors or to notables such as the historian Tacitus. Pliny served as an imperial
magistrate under Trajan (reigned 98-117), and his letters to Trajan provide one of the few
surviving records of the relationship between the imperial office and provincial governors. Pliny
rose through a series of civil and military offices, the cursus honorum. He was a friend of the
historian Tacitus and might have employed the biographer Suetonius on his staff. Pliny also
came into contact with other well-known men of the period, including the philosophers
Artemidorus and Euphrates the Stoic, during his time in Syria. Pliny was by birth of equestrian
rank, that is, a member of the aristocratic order of equites (knights), the lower (beneath the
senatorial order) of the two Roman aristocratic orders that monopolised senior civil and military
offices during the early Empire. His career began at the age of 18 and initially followed a
normal equestrian route. But, unlike most equestrians, he achieved entry into the upper order
by being elected Quaestor in his late twenties. Pliny was active in the Roman legal system,
especially in the sphere of the Roman centumviral court, which dealt with inheritance cases.
Later, he was a well-known prosecutor and defender at the trials of a series of provincial
governors, including Baebius Massa, governor of Baetica; Marius Priscus, governor of Africa;
Gaius Caecilius Classicus, governor of Baetica; and most ironically in light of his later
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appointment to this province, Gaius Julius Bassus and Varenus Rufus, both governors of
Bithynia and Pontus. Pliny's career is commonly considered as a summary of the main Roman
public charges and is the best-documented example from this period, offering proof for many
aspects of imperial culture. Effectively, Pliny crossed all the principal fields of the organization
of the early Roman Empire. It is an achievement for a man to have not only survived the reigns
of several disparate emperors, especially the much-detested Domitian, but also to have risen
in rank throughout. (wikipedia.org)
This is a reproduction of the original artefact. Generally these books are created from careful
scans of the original. This allows us to preserve the book accurately and present it in the way
the author intended. Since the original versions are generally quite old, there may occasionally
be certain imperfections within these reproductions. We're happy to make these classics
available again for future generations to enjoy!
The first modern literary commentary on Pliny the Younger's Epistles II, essential reading for
students and scholars of Roman literature.
Letters of Pliny is a collection of letters written by Roman administrator Pliny the Younger in the
1st century A.D.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
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States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
This new edition of the two letters in which Pliny the Younger gives his eye-witness account of
the most fabulous natural disaster ever fabled by mankind-the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in Italy
and the destruction of "whole communities and cities," including Pompeii features the original
Latin facing an exceptionally faithful translation in contemporary English and enhanced by
superbly evocative and witty drawings of the events as they are described. The reader of
Vesuvius will come away from these pages with a lively sense of what really happened in
those harrowing days and hours during the eruption of the famous volcano. The book includes
an introduction and endnotes by the translator.
“A wonderfully rich, witty, insightful, and wide-ranging portrait of the two Plinys and their
world.”—Sarah Bakewell, author of How to Live When Pliny the Elder perished at Stabiae
during the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 AD, he left behind an enormous compendium of
knowledge, his thirty-seven-volume Natural History, and a teenaged nephew who revered him
as a father. Grieving his loss, Pliny the Younger inherited the Elder’s notebooks—filled with
pearls of wisdom—and his legacy. At its heart, The Shadow of Vesuvius is a literary biography
of the younger man, who would grow up to become a lawyer, senator, poet, collector of villas,
and chronicler of the Roman Empire from the dire days of terror under Emperor Domitian to the
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gentler times of Emperor Trajan. A biography that will appeal to lovers of Mary Beard books, it
is also a moving narrative about the profound influence of a father figure on his adopted son.
Interweaving the younger Pliny’s Letters with extracts from the Elder’s Natural History, Daisy
Dunn paints a vivid, compellingly readable portrait of two of antiquity’s greatest minds.
This book provides a new understanding of Pliny's letters by combining historical analysis of
the social pressures that shape Pliny's authorial pose with close literary analysis of the letters
themselves. It demonstrates how ruling-class ideology is disseminated and how it shapes the
literary persona and personal identity of a ruling-class member. The powerful heuristic tool of
examining the interplay between confidence and anxieties in the letters will help restore Pliny's
relatively neglected masterpiece to a more prominent place in undergraduate Latin and Roman
Civilization courses.
In recent years, scholars have extensively explored the function of the miraculous and
wondrous in ancient narratives, mostly pondering on how ancient authors view wondrous
accounts, i.e. the treatment of the descriptions of wondrous occurrences as true events or their
use. More precisely, these narratives investigate whether the wondrous pursues a display of
erudition or merely provides stylistic variety; sometimes, such narratives even represent the
wish of the author to grant a “rational explanation” to extraordinary actions. At present,
however, two aspects of the topic have not been fully examined: a) the ability of the
wondrous/miraculous to set cognitive mechanisms in motion and b) the power of the
wondrous/miraculous to contribute to the construction of an authorial identity (that of kings,
gods, or narrators). To this extent, the volume approaches miracles and wonders as counter
intuitive phenomena, beyond cognitive grasp, which challenge the authenticity of human
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experience and knowledge and push forward the frontiers of intellectual and aesthetic
experience. Some of the articles of the volume examine miracles on the basis of bewilderment
that could lead to new factual knowledge; the supernatural is here registered as something
natural (although strange); the rest of the articles treat miracles as an endpoint, where human
knowledge stops and the unknown divine begins (here the supernatural is confirmed). Thence,
questions like whether the experience of a miracle or wonder as a counter intuitive
phenomenon could be part of long-term memory, i.e. if miracles could be transformed into solid
knowledge and what mental functions are encompassed in this process, are central in the
discussion.
The letters are a series of personal missives by Pliny the Younger directed to his friends and
associates. These letters are a unique testimony of Roman administrative history and everyday
life in the 1st century. The style is very different from that in the Panegyricus, and some
commentators maintain that Pliny initiated a new genre: the letter written for publication. This
genre offers a different type of record than the more usual history; one that dispenses with
objectivity but is no less valuable for it. Especially noteworthy among the letters are two in
which he describes the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in August 79 during which his uncle Pliny
the Elder died (Epistulae VI.16, VI.20), and one in which he asks the Emperor for instructions
regarding official policy concerning Christians (Epistulae X.96).

This is the first general introduction to Pliny's Letters published in any language,
combining close readings with broader context and adopting a fresh and
innovative approach to reading the letters as an artistically structured collection.
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Chapter 1 traces Pliny's autobiographical narrative throughout the Letters;
Chapter 2 undertakes detailed study of Book 6 as an artistic entity; while Chapter
3 sets Pliny's letters within a Roman epistolographical tradition dominated by
Cicero and Seneca. Chapters 4 to 7 study thematic letter cycles within the
collection, including those on Pliny's famous country villas and his relationships
with Pliny the Elder and Tacitus. The final chapter focuses on the 'grand design'
which unifies and structures the collection. Four detailed appendices give
invaluable historical and scholarly context, including a helpful timeline for Pliny's
life and career, detailed bibliographical help on over 30 popular topics in Pliny's
letters and a summary of the main characters mentioned in the Letters.
Wood block prints accompany translations of the letters of Pliny the Younger, a
description of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius, and brief profiles of the figures
involved.
This is a new release of the original 1936 edition.
The studies collected in this volume address Pliny's complex self-editorial
strategies, ultimately suggesting that his work contributed to the creation of the
literary-historical concept of posterity.
Pliny's letters offer a significant source of information about the lives of Roman
women (predominantly, though not exclusively, upper-class women) during the
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late first and early second centuries CE. In the 368 letters included in his ten
published books of epistles, Pliny mentions over 30 women by name, addresses
letters to seven, and refers to well over 40 anonymous women. Many of the
references are brief comments in letters whose topics are the activities of Pliny's
male acquaintances. Nonetheless his letters inform us about the roles of women
in Roman families, marriages, and households, and also record the involvement
of women in such matters as court cases, property ownership, religious orders,
social networks, and political activities. This book has two aims. The first is to
bring these women to the foreground, to explore their kinships, relationships, and
activities, and to illuminate their lives by viewing them in the social, cultural, and
political environments of the period in which they lived. This book utilizes
historical, literary, legal, and epigraphical sources to examine the events,
circumstances, and attitudes that were the contexts for the lives of these women.
The first aim, then, is to gain insight into the reality of their lives. The second aim
of this book is to investigate how Pliny defines the ideal behavior for women. In
his accounts of the actions of both women and men, Pliny frequently shapes his
narratives to promote moral lessons. In several of his letters about women, he
elevates his subject to the status of a role model. The second aim of this book is
to use the descriptions provided by Pliny to acquire a better understanding of
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what behavior was admired in Roman women of this period, and to consider how
the concept of the model Roman woman is constructed in Pliny.
This selection of letters provides details of Pliny's activities and interests and also provides a
description of the private, public, and literary life of the capital of the Roman Empire in the early
second century A.D.
The letters of Pliny the Younger contained in this volume provide intermediate and advanced
Latin students insight into the political and social life of the early imperial period of Rome. Pliny
portrays himself as a generous benefactor to his hometown, a supporter of education, and a
patron who promotes the political and literary careers of younger men. His correspondence
with Trajan, including the emperor’s responses, documents Pliny’s governorship of the
province of Bithynia-Pontus. The letters also reveal more personal aspects of his life, including
his relationship with his wife, his views on slavery, and his experiences during the eruption of
Mt. Vesuvius that killed his uncle, Pliny the Elder. Same- and facing-page commentary helps
students to understand both the Latin text and the political, social, and historical context of the
letters. Introductions for each letter guide students in understanding and interpreting the text.
Special Features • Introduction to Pliny’s life and letters • Unadapted Latin texts of thirty
letters with same- and facing-page commentary • Introductions for each letter • Genealogical
charts • Three maps • black-and-white illustrations • Glossary of proper names • Index • Latin
to English glossary
"In the introduction to his new translation, P.G. Walsh examines the background to these often
intimate and enthralling letters."--Jacket.
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"This book, with original Latin accompanied by close commentary in English, offers a
comprehensive introduction to Pliny the Younger's Epistulae for intermediate and advanced
Latin students, with all of the necessary support (grammatical, lexical and historical) for them to
be able to read quickly and fluidly. As the only selection of the letters with extensive
commentary, it provides the instructor, who would otherwise need to create supporting
materials, an immediate and complete resource for students" -Pliny the Younger who lived c. 100 AD, left a large collection of letters, thanks to which we
know him better than almost any other Roman. He is best known as witness to the eruption of
Vesuvius in 79 that destroyed Pompeii, and for his dealings with the early Christians when a
regional governor. He was not an emperor or general, but a famous lawyer of his time
specialising in private finance and later a senior state official specialising in public finance. His
life straddled both a 'bad'; emperor (Domitian) and a 'good'; emperor (Trajan), so his life and
letters are relevant to perennial political questions like how an honourable man could serve an
absolute autocracy such as Rome, and how justice could live alongside power. His letters also
give a unique insight into social, literary and domestic life among the wealthy upper classes of
the empire. He knew most of the famous writers of his time, and wrote love letters to his wife.
But there are serious controversies about how honest and truthful a man he was - did he use
his letters to rewrite history (his own history) and cover up questionable aspects of his career?
This general biographical account of Pliny is the first of its kind and covers all aspects of his life
in a systematic way. This accessible title tackles key issues including his political anxieties and
issues, his relationship with women and his literary style in a roughly chronological order. It
covers his life as a lawyer, both in private practice and in state prosecutions, his literary circle,
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his career in state office and his working relationships with two very different emperors, his
background, his property and his family life.

Situates Pliny's Letters within the letter-writing tradition, offers new readings of favourite
letters, and emphasises the importance of understanding letters within the context of
original books or informal 'cycles'. For advanced undergraduates, postgraduates and
scholars interested in the study of ancient letters and imperial Latin literature.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with
text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation
process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
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