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The Conformist Alberto Moravia
The true nature of Mussolini's foreign policy during the late interwar period has been the
subject of considerable controversy. Was Mussolini in reality pro-British, even as late as June
1940; or was his international policy more sinister and based on conquering a Fascist empire
in North Africa and the Middle East? Robert Mallett makes use of much new archival evidence
in order to answer this riddle of interwar history. Mallett argues that Mussolini had harboured
imperial designs in the Mediterranean and Red Sea from as early as 1919, but that not until
1933, with the rise of Hitler, was it possible for Fascist Italy to pursue a programme of territorial
expansion. Previously unpublished material also casts new light on the Nazi-Fascist
relationship, revealing it to be at times paranoid, acrimonious and duplicitous on both sides.
Although the book focuses on Italian policy, it provides an important reassessment of the
Ethiopian Crisis, the Spanish Civil War, the Austro-German Anschluss, Munich and the run up
to the Second World War. Mallett shows that it is erroneous to place excessive emphasis on
the role of Adolf Hitler in subverting the interwar international order, and demonstrates that
Mussolini was heavily implicated in the global conflict that erupted in September 1939.
Focusing on German society immediately following the First World War, this vivid historical
narrative explains how fake news and political uproar influenced Hitler and put him on the path
toward dictatorial power. How did an obscure agitator on the political fringes of early-20thcentury Germany rise to become the supreme leader of the "Third Reich"? Unlike many other
books that track Adolf Hitler's career after 1933, this book focuses on his formative
period--immediately following World War I (1918-1924). The author, a veteran producer of
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historical documentaries, brings to life this era of political unrest and violent conflict, when
forces on both the left and right were engaged in a desperate power struggle. Among the
competing groups was a highly sophisticated network of ethnic chauvinists that discovered
Hitler and groomed him into the leader he became. The book also underscores the importance
of a post-war socialist revolution in Bavaria, led by earnest reformers, some of whom were
Jewish. Right wing extremists skewed this brief experiment in democracy followed by Sovietstyle communism as evidence of a Jewish-Bolshevik plot. Along with the pernicious "stab-inthe-back" myth, which misdirected blame for Germany's defeat onto civilian politicians, public
opinion was primed for Hitler to use his political cunning and oratorical powers to effectively
blame Jews and Communists for all of Germany's problems. Based on archival research in
Germany, England, and the US, this striking narrative reveals how the manipulation of facts
and the use of propaganda helped an obscure, embittered malcontent to gain political
legitimacy, which led to dictatorial power over a nation.
The Battle for Alesia was a decisive moment in world history. It determined whether Rome
would finally conquer Gaul or whether Celtic chieftain Vercingetorix would throw off the yoke
and consequently whether a number of independent Celtic tribal kingdoms could resist the
might of Rome. Failure would have been a total defeat for Julius Caesar, not just in Gaul but in
the Senate. His career would have been over, his enemies would have pulled him down, civil
war would have ensued, no dictatorship, no liaison with Cleopatra. Rome would not have
become an empire beyond the Mediterranean. European, and therefore world history might
have been a very different story. CaesarÕs campaign of 52 BC frequently hung in the balance.
Vercingetorix was a far more formidable opponent than any heÕd encountered in Gaul; bold
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charismatic and imbued with strategic insight of the highest order. The Romans were caught
totally off-guard and it seemed all too likely their grip on Gaul, which Caesar had imagined
secure, would be pried free. The Siege of Alesia itself was one of the most astonishing military
undertakings of all times. CaesarÕs interior siege lines stretched for 18 kilometers and were
surrounded by an outward facing line three kilometres longer, complete with palisades, towers,
ditches, minefields and outposts. This work was completed in less than three weeks.
VercingetorixÕs refuge proved a trap and, despite an energetic defense and the arrival of a
huge relief army, there was to be no escape. CaesarÕs Greatest Victory fully reveals both
sides of the conflict, to explore in depth the personalities involved and to examine the legacy of
the campaign which still resonates today. The arms, equipment, tactics and fighting styles of
Roman and Celtic armies are explained, as well as the charisma and leadership of Caesar and
Vercingetorix and the command and control structures of both sides. Using new evidence from
archaeology, the authors construct a fresh account of not just the siege itself but also the
Alesia campaign and place it into the wider context of the history of warfare. This is Roman
history at its most exciting, featuring events still talked about today.
In this set of novellas, a few facts are constant. Sergio is a young intellectual, poor and proud
of his new membership in the Communist Party. Maurizio is handsome, rich, successful with
women, and morally ambiguous. Sergio’s young, sensual lover becomes collateral damage in
the struggle between these two men. All three of these unfinished stories, found packed in a
suitcase after Alberto Moravia’s death, share this narrative premise. But from there, each story
unfolds in a unique way. The first patiently explores the slow unfurling of Sergio’s resentment
toward Maurizio. The second reveals the calculated bargain Maurizio offers in exchange for his
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conversion to Sergio’s beloved Communism. And the third switches dramatically to the first
person, laying bare Sergio’s conflicted soul. Anyone interested in literature will relish the
opportunity to watch Moravia at work, tinkering with his story and working at it from three
unique perspectives.
Secrecy and Silence are second nature to Marcello Clerici, the hero of The Conformist, a book
which made Alberto Moravia one of the world's most read postwar writers. Clerici is a man with
everything under control - a wife who loves him, colleagues who respect him, the hidden power
that comes with his secret work for the Italian political police during the Mussolini years. But
then he is assigned to kill his former professor, now in exile, to demonstrate his loyalty to the
Fascist state, and falls in love with a strange, compelling woman; his life is torn open - and with
it the corrupt heart of Fascism. Moravia equates the rise of Italian Fascism with the
psychological needs of his protagonist for whom conformity becomes an obsession in a life
that has included parental neglect, an oddly self-conscious desire to engage in cruel acts, and
a type of male beauty which, to Clerici's great distress, other men find attractive. From the
Trade Paperback edition.
Il Conformist has mesmerised audiences by Bertulocci's mastery of the telling, the beauty of
the images, the camera work, its soundtrack, and the intensity with which the characters
convey powerful psychic energies. This unique European film classic deserves no less the
unique perspective brought to it here by Christopher Wagstaff's expert eye.
A political tale about an Italian anti-Fascist and the encounter he has with a German girl. The
story takes place in 1934 on a boat ride to Capri. It details the relationship between an Italian
anti-Fascist - Lucio - and a scared, suicide-seeking German girl. It addresses large
Page 4/19

Get Free The Conformist Alberto Moravia
philosophical questions like the meaning of life, love and death, through the author's art.

Contempt is a brilliant and unsettling work by one of the revolutionary masters of
modern European literature. All the qualities for which Alberto Moravia is justly
famous—his cool clarity of expression, his exacting attention to psychological complexity
and social pretension, his still-striking openness about sex—are evident in this story of a
failing marriage. Contempt (which was to inspire Jean-Luc Godard’s no-less-celebrated
film) is an unflinching examination of desperation and self-deception in the emotional
vacuum of modern consumer society.
An autobiography of Moravia unusually set in the form of an interview with his friend,
the writer Alain Elkann. It well illustrates how Moravia put much of his life into his books
and demonstrates the literary use he made of the bourgeois world of his childhood in
Rome, of his encounter with facism under Mussolini, of his months in hiding from the
Germans in the mountains south of Rome, and of his marriage to two of the leading
writers of his time - Elsa Morante and Dacia Maraini. Alberto Moravia's classic novel
'The Woman of Rome' is also available from Turnaround.
Alain Elkann has mastered the art of the interview. With a background in novels and
journalism, and having published over twenty books translated across ten languages,
he infuses his interviews with innovation, allowing them to flow freely and organically.
Alain Elkann Interviews will provide an unprecedented window into the minds of some
of the most well-known and -respected figures of the last twenty-five years.
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A history of Britain in the violent and unruly era between the first Scandinavian raids in
789 and the final expulsion of the Vikings from York in 954. In 865, a great Viking army
landed in East Anglia, precipitating a series of wars that would last until the middle of
the following century. It was in this time of crisis that the modern kingdoms of Britain
were born. In their responses to the Viking threat, these kingdoms forged their identities
as hybrid cultures: vibrant and entrepreneurial peoples adapting to instability and
opportunity. Traditionally, Alfred the Great is cast as the central player in the story of
Viking Age Britain. But Max Adams, while stressing the genius of Alfred as war leader,
law-giver, and forger of the English nation, has a more nuanced narrative approach to
this conventional version of history. The Britain encountered by the Scandinavians of
the ninth and tenth centuries was one of regional diversity and self-conscious cultural
identities, depicted in glorious narrative fashion in The Viking Wars.
More than three-and-a-half million men served in the British Army during the Second
World War, the vast majority of them civilians who had never expected to become
soldiers and had little idea what military life, with all its strange rituals, discomforts, and
dangers, was going to be like. Alan Allport’s rich and luminous social history examines
the experience of the greatest and most terrible war in history from the perspective of
these ordinary, extraordinary men, who were plucked from their peacetime families and
workplaces and sent to fight for King and Country. Allport chronicles the huge diversity
of their wartime trajectories, tracing how soldiers responded to and were shaped by
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their years with the British Army, and how that army, however reluctantly, had to
accommodate itself to them. Touching on issues of class, sex, crime, trauma, and
national identity, through a colorful multitude of fresh individual perspectives, the book
provides an enlightening, deeply moving perspective on how a generation of very
modern-minded young men responded to the challenges of a brutal and disorienting
conflict.
James Bond is possibly the most well known fictional character in history. What most
people don’t know is that almost all of the characters, plots and gadgets come from the
real life experiences of Bond’s creator - Commander Ian Fleming. In this book, we go
through the plots of Fleming’s novels explaining the real life experiences that inspired
them. The reader is taken on a journey through Fleming’s direct involvement in World
War II intelligence and how this translated through his typewriter into James Bond’s
world, as well as the many other factors of Fleming’s life which were also taken as
inspiration. Most notably, the friends who Fleming kept, among whom were Noel
Coward and Randolph Churchill and the influential people he would mingle with, British
Prime Ministers and American Presidents. Bond is known for his exotic travel, most
notably to the island of Jamaica, where Fleming spent much of his life. The desk in his
Caribbean house, Goldeneye, was also where his life experiences would be put onto
paper in the guise of James Bond. As the island was highly influential for Fleming, it
features heavily in this book, offering an element of escapism to the reader, with tales
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of a clear blue sea, Caribbean climate and island socialising. Ian Fleming might have
died prematurely aged 53, but so much of him lives on to this day through the most
famous spy in the world, James Bond.
"With haunting photographs and piercing descriptions, Women of the Shadows, depicts
the secluded women of southern Italy and their passionate, painful, heart-rending
existence. Cornelisen, who lived among these women in the mountainous villages of
Lucania after World War II, reveals their struggles during a time when most of their men
had to leave for the factories of the industrial north, while they remained behind to work
the fields. With an extraordinary understanding of their interior lives, Cornelisen brings
these women out of the shadows to tell their heroic stories."--Back cover.
This is a new release of the original 1941 edition.
The novels that the great Italian writer Alberto Moravia wrote in the years following the World
War II represent an extraordinary survey of the range of human behavior in a fragmented
modern society. Boredom, the story of a failed artist and pampered son of a rich family who
becomes dangerously attached to a young model, examines the complex relations between
money, sex, and imperiled masculinity. This powerful and disturbing study in the pathology of
modern life is one of the masterworks of a writer whom as Anthony Burgess once remarked,
was "always trying to get to the bottom of the human imbroglio."
Drawing on fact and folklore, dueling authors Bill Markley and Kellen Cutsforth present
opposing viewpoints pertaining to controversies surrounding some of the most well-known
characters and events in the history of the Old West. In an entertaining and conversational
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style, Markley and Cutsforth take conflicting sides to debunk and in some cases, proliferate the
myths, legends, and realities of some of the West’s most famous figures, including: - Billy the
Kid -Jesse James -Buffalo Bill Cody -Calamity Jane -the Earp brothers - and many more The
real lives of the historic figures in Old West Showdown are shrouded in controversy and myth.
Was Jesse James a Southern Son fighting for the cause of the fallen Confederacy, or a bloodthirsty cutthroat justly pursued by the authorities? Was Billy the Kid a misunderstood youth or a
cold-blooded killer? Did Buffalo Bill Cody truly ride for the Pony Express as a young man? Or,
was he just a blowhard who trumped up his own past in an attempt to seem more heroic in the
eyes of audiences attending his Wild West shows? These questions and many more will be
explored in this exciting book.
The acclaimed author of A Train in Winter and Village of Secrets delivers the next chapter in
"The Resistance Quartet": the astonishing story of the aristocratic Italian family who stood up
to Mussolini's fascism, and whose efforts helped define the path of Italy in the years between
the World Wars—a profile in courage that remains relevant today. Members of the
cosmopolitan, cultural aristocracy of Florence at the beginning of the twentieth century, the
Rosselli family, led by their fierce matriarch, Amelia, were vocal anti-fascists. As populist, rightwing nationalism swept across Europe after World War I, and Italy’s Prime Minister, Benito
Mussolini, began consolidating his power, Amelia’s sons Carlo and Nello led the opposition,
taking a public stand against Il Duce that few others in their elite class dared risk. When
Mussolini established a terrifying and brutal police state controlled by his Blackshirts—the
squaddristi—the Rossellis and their anti-fascist circle were transformed into active resisters. In
retaliation, many of the anti-fascists were arrested and imprisoned; others left the country to
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escape a similar fate. Tragically, Carlo and Nello were eventually assassinated by Mussolini’s
secret service. After Italy entered World War II in June 1940, Amelia, thanks to visas arranged
by First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt herself, fled to New York City with the remaining members of
her family. Renowned historian Caroline Moorehead paints an indelible picture of Italy in the
first half of the twentieth century, offering an intimate account of the rise of Il Duce and his
squaddristi; life in Mussolini’s penal colonies; the shocking ambivalence and complicity of
many prominent Italian families seduced by Mussolini’s promises; and the bold, fractured
resistance movement whose associates sacrificed their lives to fight fascism. In A Bold and
Dangerous Family, Moorehead once again pays tribute to heroes who fought to uphold our
humanity during one of history’s darkest chapters. A Bold and Dangerous Family is illustrated
with black-and-white photographs.
By one of Isreal's preeminent authors, For Every Sin is a haunting story of a Holocaust
survivor's odyssey across Europe and his struggle to find redemption in the aftermath of his
experience.
An acclaimed author of novels and short stories, Tim Parks - who was described in a recent
review as "e;one of the best living writers of English"e; - has delighted audiences around the
world with his finely observed writings on all aspects of Italian life and customs. This volume
contains a selection of his best essays on the literature of his adopted country.From Boccaccio
and Machiavelli through to Moravia and Tabucchi, from the Stil Novo to Divisionism, across
centuries of history and intellectual movements, these essays will give English readers, and
lovers of the Bel Paese and its culture, the lay of the literary land of Italy.
"A nonfiction account of one of the most deadly outbreaks of disease in human history--the
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Spanish Flu"--

Before Rosa Parks and the March on Washington, four African American women risked
their careers and freedom to defy the United States Army over segregation. Women
Army Corps (WAC) privates Mary Green, Anna Morrison, Johnnie Murphy, and Alice
Young enlisted to serve their country, improve their lives, and claim the privileges of
citizenship long denied them. Promised a chance at training and skilled positions, they
saw white WACs assigned to those better jobs and found themselves relegated to work
as orderlies. In 1945, their strike alongside fifty other WACs captured the nation's
attention and ignited passionate debates on racism, women in the military, and
patriotism. Glory in Their Spirit presents the powerful story of their persistence and the
public uproar that ensued. Newspapers chose sides. Civil rights activists coalesced to
wield a new power. The military, meanwhile, found itself increasingly unable to justify its
policies. In the end, Green, Morrison, Murphy, and Young chose court-martial over a
return to menial duties. But their courage pushed the segregated military to the
breaking point ”and helped steer one of American's most powerful institutions onto a
new road toward progress and justice.
“Illuminating.… An eloquent testament to a doomed city and its people.” —The Wall
Street Journal In early 1945, General Douglas MacArthur prepared to reclaim Manila,
America’s Pearl of the Orient, which had been seized by the Japanese in 1942.
Convinced the Japanese would abandon the city, he planned a victory parade down
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Dewey Boulevard—but the enemy had other plans. The Japanese were determined to
fight to the death. The battle to liberate Manila resulted in the catastrophic destruction
of the city and a rampage by Japanese forces that brutalized the civilian population,
resulting in a massacre as horrific as the Rape of Nanking. Drawing from war-crimes
testimony, after-action reports, and survivor interviews, Rampage recounts one of the
most heartbreaking chapters of Pacific War history.
Even among iconic frontiersmen like John C. Frémont, Kit Carson, and Jedediah Smith,
Jim Bridger stands out. A mountain man of the American West, straddling the fur trade
era and the age of exploration, he lived the life legends are made of. His adventures
are fit for remaking into the tall tales Bridger himself liked to tell. Here, in a biography
that finally gives this outsize character his due, Jerry Enzler takes this frontiersman’s
full measure for the first time—and tells a story that would do Jim Bridger proud. Born in
1804 and orphaned at thirteen, Bridger made his first western foray in 1822, traveling
up the Missouri River with Mike Fink and a hundred enterprising young men to trap
beaver. At twenty he “discovered” the Great Salt Lake. At twenty-one he was the first
to paddle the Bighorn River’s Bad Pass. At twenty-two he explored the wonders of
Yellowstone. In the following years, he led trapping brigades into Blackfeet territory;
guided expeditions of Smithsonian scientists, topographical engineers, and army
leaders; and, though he could neither read nor write, mapped the tribal boundaries for
the Great Indian Treaty of 1851. Enzler charts Bridger’s path from the fort he built on
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the Oregon Trail to the route he blazed for Montana gold miners to avert war with Red
Cloud and his Lakota coalition. Along the way he married into the Flathead, Ute, and
Shoshone tribes and produced seven children. Tapping sources uncovered in the six
decades since the last documented Bridger biography, Enzler’s book fully conveys the
drama and details of the larger-than-life history of the “King of the Mountain Men.” This
is the definitive story of an extraordinary life.
Originally published in 1948 but long unavailable, this intriguing book chronicles the
strange events of midsummer 1864, when President Abraham Lincoln might well have
succumbed to a Confederate bullet were it not for the fortuitously spoken words of a
Union officer standing nearby. The central story is fairly well known: In July, the
Confederate Army contemplated an attack on Washington, D.C. The Union showed
sufficient strength to discourage a full-blown Southern assault, but on July 11,
skirmishes broke out near Fort Stevens, just a few miles from Washington. High
government officials and the social elite from the area came to the fort to observe the
battle. Among them was President Lincoln, along with his wife and at least two cabinetlevel officers. During his visit, the president joined a few others on a walkway that ran
along the top of one of Fort Stevens's high defensive walls. Confederate sharpshooters
opened fire on the group, and Lincoln was told to retreat to a safer location--in rather
rude and emphatic terms, according to some accounts. Author John Henry Cramer
frames Lincoln Under Enemy Fire around two questions: Who told the president to get
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off the parapet, and what was said to persuade him to do so? Whit this new editions,
Cramer's findings become available once again, complete with a new introduction by
noted Lincoln scholar Charles Hubbard. Lincoln under Enemy Fire, at its heart, is a
book about Abraham Lincoln and validates some assumptions about Lincoln that have
developed since Cramer wrote the book. Much of Cramer's attention is directed toward
the various accounts--including eyewitness discrepancies and written
communication--and this meticulous work shows a brilliant mind at work getting to the
bottom of a historical mystery of the first order.
On June 22, 1941, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union in Operation Barbarossa, one of the
turning points of World War II. Within six months, the invasion bogged down on the
outskirts of Moscow, and the Eastern Front proved to be the decisive theater in the
defeat of the Third Reich. Ever since, most historians have agreed that this was Hitler’s
gravest mistake. In Hitler’s Great Gamble, James Ellman argues that while Barbarossa
was a gamble and perverted by genocidal Nazi ideology, it was not doomed from the
start. Rather it represented Hitler’s best chance to achieve his war aims for Germany
which were remarkably similar to those of the Kaiser’s government in 1914. Other
options, such as an invasion of England, or an offensive to seize the oil fields of the
Middle East were considered and discarded as unlikely to lead to Axis victory. In
Ellman’s recounting, Barbarossa did not fail because of flaws in the Axis invasion
strategy, the size of the USSR, or the brutal cold of the Russian winter. Instead,
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German defeat was due to errors of Nazi diplomacy. Hitler chose not to coordinate his
plans with his most militarily powerful allies, Finland and Japan, and ensure the seizure
of the ports of Murmansk and Vladivostok. Had he done so, Germany might well have
succeeded in defeating the Soviet Union and, perhaps, winning World War II. Drawing
on a wealth of primary and secondary sources (including many recently released),
Hitler’s Great Gamble is a provocative work that will appeal to a wide cross-section of
World War II buffs, enthusiasts, and historians.
At the same time the Vietnam War was being broadcast into the living rooms of
Americans across the country the CIA was conducting a large-scale secret war in
northeastern Laos that few heard about. Agency case officer Jim Parker's five years of
combat and immersion in Southeast Asian culture had a lasting influence on him and
his family. His dramatic, provocative reminiscence of those years is the first account by
a participant to portray America's involvement in Laos and the people who served
there.
In this engrossing narrative of the great military conflagration of the mid-eighteenth
century, Fred Anderson transports us into the maelstrom of international rivalries. With
the Seven Years' War, Great Britain decisively eliminated French power north of the
Caribbean — and in the process destroyed an American diplomatic system in which
Native Americans had long played a central, balancing role — permanently changing the
political and cultural landscape of North America. Anderson skillfully reveals the clash
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of inherited perceptions the war created when it gave thousands of American colonists
their first experience of real Englishmen and introduced them to the British cultural and
class system. We see colonists who assumed that they were partners in the empire
encountering British officers who regarded them as subordinates and who treated them
accordingly. This laid the groundwork in shared experience for a common view of the
world, of the empire, and of the men who had once been their masters. Thus, Anderson
shows, the war taught George Washington and other provincials profound emotional
lessons, as well as giving them practical instruction in how to be soldiers. Depicting the
subsequent British efforts to reform the empire and American resistance — the riots of
the Stamp Act crisis and the nearly simultaneous pan-Indian insurrection called
Pontiac's Rebellion — as postwar developments rather than as an anticipation of the
national independence that no one knew lay ahead (or even desired), Anderson recreates the perspectives through which contemporaries saw events unfold while they
tried to preserve imperial relationships. Interweaving stories of kings and imperial
officers with those of Indians, traders, and the diverse colonial peoples, Anderson
brings alive a chapter of our history that was shaped as much by individual choices and
actions as by social, economic, and political forces.

An astonishing World War II story of a trio of fearless female resisters whose
youth and innocence belied their extraordinary daring in the Nazi-occupied
Netherlands. It also made them the underground’s most invaluable commodity.
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May 10, 1940. The Netherlands was swarming with Third Reich troops. In seven
days it’s entirely occupied by Nazi Germany. Joining a small resistance cell in
the Dutch city of Haarlem were three teenage girls: Hannie Schaft, and sisters
Truus and Freddie Oversteegen who would soon band together to form a
singular female underground squad. Smart, fiercely political, devoted solely to the
cause, and “with nothing to lose but their own lives,” Hannie, Truus, and Freddie
took terrifying direct action against Nazi targets. That included sheltering fleeing
Jews, political dissidents, and Dutch resisters. They sabotaged bridges and
railways, and donned disguises to lead children from probable internment in
concentration camps to safehouses. They covertly transported weapons and set
military facilities ablaze. And they carried out the assassinations of German
soldiers and traitors–on public streets and in private traps–with the courage of
veteran guerilla fighters and the cunning of seasoned spies. In telling this true
story through the lens of a fearlessly unique trio of freedom fighters, Tim Brady
offers a fascinating perspective of the Dutch resistance during the war. Of lives
under threat; of how these courageous young women became involved in the
underground; and of how their dedication evolved into dangerous, life-threatening
missions on behalf of Dutch patriots–regardless of the consequences. Harrowing,
emotional, and unforgettable, Three Ordinary Girls finally moves these three
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icons of resistance into the deserved forefront of world history.
Despite the misogynist ideology of Italian Fascism, and contrary to the picture
drawn in the most post-war literary histories and anthologies, the 1920s and
1930s were a time of wide publication and both popular and critical recognition
for female authors in Italy. Focusing on the cultural pages of three major daily
newspapers of the period, Robin Pickering-Iazzi discovered a wealth of
contributions by famous and less-known woman that have been unavailable to
readers in Italy as well as the United States for over 60 years. Expertly
translated, these 16 stories are evidence not only of the high literary quality of
this body of work but also of resistance to the self-sacrificing ideal of the "New
Woman" of Fascism. The memorable female characters in Unspeakable Women
adopt a varying strategies to create their own identities and agency regarding
writing, sexuality, marriage, and family-all in opposition to the repressive norms of
the culture. The stories are by Grazia Deledda, who won the Noble Prize for
Literature in 1926, Maria Luisa Astaldi, Gianna Manzini, Ada Negri, Carola
Prosperi, Pia Rimini, and Clarice Tartufari.
A daughter and her mother fight to survive in Rome during the Second World
War. Cesira, a widowed Roman shopkeeper, and Rosetta, a naive teenager of
beauty and devout faith.
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First Published in a single volume in 1883, the stories collected in Little Novels of
Sicily are drawn from the Sicily of Giovanni Verga's childhood, reported at the
time to be the poorest place in Europe. Verga's style is swift, sure, and
implacable; he plunges into his stories almost in midbreath, and tells them with a
stark economy of words. There's something dark and tightly coiled at the heart of
each story, an ironic, bitter resolution that is belied by the deceptive simplicity of
Verga's prose, and Verga strikes just when the reader's not expecting it.
Translator D. H. Lawrence surely found echoes of his own upbringing in Verga's
sketches of Sicilian life: the class struggle between property owners and tenants,
the relationship between men and the land, and the unsentimental, sometimes
startlingly lyric evocation of the landscape. Just as Lawrence veers between
loving and despising the industrial North and its people, so too Verga shifts
between affection for and ironic detachment from the superstitious, uneducated,
downtrodden working poor of Sicily. If Verga reserves pity for anyone or anything,
it is the children and the animals, but he doesn't spare them. In his experience, it
is the innocents who suffer first and last and always.
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