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Growing Up Absurd
From the author of Iron & Silk comes a charming and frequently uproarious account of an American adolescence in the age of Bruce Lee,
Ozzy Osborne, and Kung Fu. As Salzman recalls coming of age with one foot in Connecticut and the other in China (he wanted to become a
wandering Zen monk), he tells the story of a teenager trying to attain enlightenment before he's learned to drive.
With a masterful mix of comic timing and disarming poignancy, Newbery Honoree Eugene Yelchin offers a memoir of growing up in Cold War
Russia. Drama, family secrets, and a KGB spy in his own kitchen! How will Yevgeny ever fulfill his parents’ dream that he become a national
hero when he doesn’t even have his own room? He’s not a star athlete or a legendary ballet dancer. In the tiny apartment he shares with his
Baryshnikov-obsessed mother, poetry-loving father, continually outraged grandmother, and safely talented brother, all Yevgeny has is his
little pencil, the underside of a massive table, and the doodles that could change everything. With equal amounts charm and solemnity, awardwinning author and artist Eugene Yelchin recounts in hilarious detail his childhood in Cold War Russia as a young boy desperate to
understand his place in his family.
The 2011 Caldecott Medal winner is now available as a board book, perfect forthe youngest of readers. Full color.
A scholar and media critic takes a provocative look at the portrayal of women in American popular culture from the 1950s to the present day
and assesses the impact of such images on women's real lives
New York Times Bestseller "Julie Lythcott-Haims is a national treasure. . . . A must-read for every parent who senses that there is a healthier
and saner way to raise our children." -Madeline Levine, author of the New York Times bestsellers The Price of Privilege and Teach Your
Children Well "For parents who want to foster hearty self-reliance instead of hollow self-esteem, How to Raise an Adult is the right book at the
right time." -Daniel H. Pink, author of the New York Times bestsellers Drive and A Whole New Mind A provocative manifesto that exposes the
harms of helicopter parenting and sets forth an alternate philosophy for raising preteens and teens to self-sufficient young adulthood In How
to Raise an Adult, Julie Lythcott-Haims draws on research, on conversations with admissions officers, educators, and employers, and on her
own insights as a mother and as a student dean to highlight the ways in which overparenting harms children, their stressed-out parents, and
society at large. While empathizing with the parental hopes and, especially, fears that lead to overhelping, Lythcott-Haims offers practical
alternative strategies that underline the importance of allowing children to make their own mistakes and develop the resilience,
resourcefulness, and inner determination necessary for success. Relevant to parents of toddlers as well as of twentysomethings-and of
special value to parents of teens-this book is a rallying cry for those who wish to ensure that the next generation can take charge of their own
lives with competence and confidence.
Paul Goodman’s Growing Up Absurd was a runaway best seller when it was first published in 1960, and it became one of the defining texts
of the New Left. Goodman was a writer and thinker who broke every mold and did it brilliantly—he was a novelist, poet, and a social theorist,
among a host of other things—and the book’s surprise success established him as one of America’s most unusual and trenchant critics,
combining vast learning, an astute mind, utopian sympathies, and a wonderfully hands-on way with words. For Goodman, the unhappiness of
young people was a concentrated form of the unhappiness of American society as a whole, run by corporations that provide employment (if
and when they do) but not the kind of meaningful work that engages body and soul. Goodman saw the young as the first casualties of a
humanly repressive social and economic system and, as such, the front line of potential resistance. Noam Chomsky has said, “Paul
Goodman’s impact is all about us,” and certainly it can be felt in the powerful localism of today’s renascent left. A classic of anarchist
thought, Growing Up Absurd not only offers a penetrating indictment of the human costs of corporate capitalism but points the way forward. It
is a tale of yesterday’s youth that speaks directly to our common future.

AN INSTANT #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “How To will make you laugh as you learn…With How To, you can't
help but appreciate the glorious complexity of our universe and the amazing breadth of humanity's effort to comprehend
it. If you want some lightweight edification, you won't go wrong with How To.” —CNET “[How To] has science and jokes in
it, so 10/10 can recommend.” —Simone Giertz The world's most entertaining and useless self-help guide from the brilliant
mind behind the wildly popular webcomic xkcd and the bestsellers What If? and Thing Explainer For any task you might
want to do, there's a right way, a wrong way, and a way so monumentally complex, excessive, and inadvisable that no
one would ever try it. How To is a guide to the third kind of approach. It's full of highly impractical advice for everything
from landing a plane to digging a hole. Bestselling author and cartoonist Randall Munroe explains how to predict the
weather by analyzing the pixels of your Facebook photos. He teaches you how to tell if you're a baby boomer or a 90's
kid by measuring the radioactivity of your teeth. He offers tips for taking a selfie with a telescope, crossing a river by
boiling it, and powering your house by destroying the fabric of space-time. And if you want to get rid of the book once
you're done with it, he walks you through your options for proper disposal, including dissolving it in the ocean, converting
it to a vapor, using tectonic plates to subduct it into the Earth's mantle, or launching it into the Sun. By exploring the most
complicated ways to do simple tasks, Munroe doesn't just make things difficult for himself and his readers. As he did so
brilliantly in What If?, Munroe invites us to explore the most absurd reaches of the possible. Full of clever infographics
and fun illustrations, How To is a delightfully mind-bending way to better understand the science and technology
underlying the things we do every day.
This is the thirty year epic story of Horatio, an idealist who struggles to learn the hardest lesson of all -- how to take his
place in a conformist society and still retain his personal identity.
Fiction. Once upon a time that doesn't make a blind bit of sense, in a place that seems awfully familiar but definitely
doesn't exist, Willem Seiler's obsession with measuring his world--with wrapping it up in his beloved string to keep the
madness out--wreaks havoc on the Wakeling family. Noranbole Wakeling, living in the scrub and toil of the pantry and in
the shadow of her much wooed and cosseted sister, is worshipped by the madman Seiler but overlooked by everyone
else. As lives are lost to Seiler's vanity, she spots her chance to break free of the fetters that tie her to Tiny Village, and
bolts. But some cords are never really cut. In her absence, the unravelling of the world she has escaped is complete, and
another madness--her mother's--reaches out to entangle her newfound Big City freedom. The unpicked quilt-work of a
life in ruins threatens to ruin her own, and it will be up to Noranbole to stitch it all together. Dark and funny in equal
measure, LAKE OF URINE is a sui generis romp through every fairy-tale convention and literary trope you can think of,
including the wicked stepmother, the fairy godmother, Pinocchio, an enchanted penis, the goose that laid the golden egg,
binary code, marmalade art and alcoholic meat snacks you can drink. It is also a merciless takedown of self and selfPage 1/5
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importance, satirizing a society that exalts the inane, drowns out the sane and eschews the divine for the profane, and a
lament for the dreadful weight of our own origins, for the heartbreaking impossibility of absolute reinvention, and the
heartening tug of the ties that bind us.
An Unforgettable Journey Through an Unconventional Childhood When Joshua Safran was four years old, his
mother--determined to protect him from the threats of nuclear war and Ronald Reagan--took to the open road with her
young son, leaving the San Francisco countercultural scene behind. Together they embarked on a journey to find a
utopia they could call home. InFree Spirit, Safran tells the harrowing, yet wryly funny story of his childhood chasing this
perfect life off the grid--and how they survived the imperfect one they found instead. Encountering a cast of strange and
humorous characters along the way, Joshua spends his early years living in a series of makeshift homes, including
shacks, teepees, buses, and a lean-to on a stump. His colorful youth darkens, however, when his mother marries an
alcoholic and abusive guerrilla/poet. Throughout it all, Joshua yearns for a "normal" life, but when he finally reenters
society through school, he finds "America" a difficult and confusing place. Years spent living in the wilderness and
discussing Marxism have not prepared him for the Darwinian world of teenagers, and he finds himself bullied and beaten
by classmates who don't share his mother's belief about reveling in one's differences. Eventually, Joshua finds the
strength to fight back against his tormentors, both in school and at home, and helps his mother find peace. But Free Spirit
is more than just a coming-of-age story. It is also a journey of the spirit, as he reconnects with his Jewish roots; a tale of
overcoming adversity; and a captivating read about a childhood unlike any other.
"R. Eric Thomas didn't know he was different until the world told him so. Everywhere he went--whether it was his rich,
mostly white, suburban high school, his conservative black church, or his Ivy League college in a big city--he found
himself on the outside looking in. In essays by turns hysterical and heartfelt, Eric redefines what it means to be an "other"
through the lens of his own life experience. He explores the two worlds of his childhood: the barren urban landscape
where his parents' house was an anomalous bright spot, and the verdant school they sent him to in white suburbia. He
writes about struggling to reconcile his Christian identity with his sexuality, about the exhaustion of code-switching in
college, accidentally getting famous on the internet (for the wrong reason), and the surreal experience of covering the
2016 election as well as the seismic change that came thereafter. Ultimately, Eric seeks the answer to the ever more
relevant question: Is the future worth it? Why do we bother when everything seems to be getting worse? As the world
continues to shift in unpredictable ways, Eric finds the answers to these questions by re-envisioning what "normal"
means, and in the powerful alchemy that occurs when you at last place yourself at the center of your own story"-A collection of poems/short stories focused on the depth of absurdity in the human condition and the small triumphs that
can be found in such conditions.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • More than one million copies sold! A “brilliant” (Lupita Nyong’o, Time),
“poignant” (Entertainment Weekly), “soul-nourishing” (USA Today) memoir about coming of age during the twilight of
apartheid “Noah’s childhood stories are told with all the hilarity and intellect that characterizes his comedy, while
illuminating a dark and brutal period in South Africa’s history that must never be forgotten.”—Esquire Winner of the
Thurber Prize for American Humor and an NAACP Image Award • Named one of the best books of the year by The New
York Time, USA Today, San Francisco Chronicle, NPR, Esquire, Newsday, and Booklist Trevor Noah’s unlikely path
from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white
Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof
of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and
often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally
liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living
openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. Born a Crime is the story of a
mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was
never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently
religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that
would ultimately threaten her own life. The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dramatic, and deeply affecting.
Whether subsisting on caterpillars for dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during an attempted
kidnapping, or just trying to survive the life-and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious world
with an incisive wit and unflinching honesty. His stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny portrait of a
boy making his way through a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed only with a keen sense of humor and a
mother’s unconventional, unconditional love.
A psychologist with a reputation for penetrating to the heart of complex parenting issues joins forces with a physician and
bestselling author to tackle one of the most disturbing and misunderstood trends of our time -- peers replacing parents in the lives
of our children. Dr. Neufeld has dubbed this phenomenon peer orientation, which refers to the tendency of children and youth to
look to their peers for direction: for a sense of right and wrong, for values, identity and codes of behaviour. But peer orientation
undermines family cohesion, poisons the school atmosphere, and fosters an aggressively hostile and sexualized youth culture. It
provides a powerful explanation for schoolyard bullying and youth violence; its effects are painfully evident in the context of
teenage gangs and criminal activity, in tragedies such as in Littleton, Colorado; Tabor, Alberta and Victoria, B.C. It is an escalating
trend that has never been adequately described or contested until Hold On to Your Kids. Once understood, it becomes self-evident
-- as do the solutions. Hold On to Your Kids will restore parenting to its natural intuitive basis and the parent-child relationship to its
rightful preeminence. The concepts, principles and practical advice contained in Hold On to Your Kids will empower parents to
satisfy their children’s inborn need to find direction by turning towards a source of authority, contact and warmth. Something has
changed. One can sense it, one can feel it, just not find the words for it. Children are not quite the same as we remember being.
They seem less likely to take their cues from adults, less inclined to please those in charge, less afraid of getting into trouble.
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Parenting, too, seems to have changed. Our parents seemed more confident, more certain of themselves and had more impact on
us, for better or for worse. For many, parenting does not feel natural. Adults through the ages have complained about children
being less respectful of their elders and more difficult to manage than preceding generations, but could it be that this time it is for
real? -- from Hold On to Your Kids
A moving and unsettling exploration of a young man's formative years in a country still struggling with its past As a Jew in postwar
Germany, Yascha Mounk felt like a foreigner in his own country. When he mentioned that he is Jewish, some made anti-Semitic
jokes or talked about the superiority of the Aryan race. Others, sincerely hoping to atone for the country's past, fawned over him
with a forced friendliness he found just as alienating. Vivid and fascinating, Stranger in My Own Country traces the contours of
Jewish life in a country still struggling with the legacy of the Third Reich and portrays those who, inevitably, continue to live in its
shadow. Marshaling an extraordinary range of material into a lively narrative, Mounk surveys his countrymen's responses to "the
Jewish question." Examining history, the story of his family, and his own childhood, he shows that anti-Semitism and far-right
extremism have long coexisted with self-conscious philo-Semitism in postwar Germany. But of late a new kind of resentment
against Jews has come out in the open. Unnoticed by much of the outside world, the desire for a "finish line" that would spell a
definitive end to the country's obsession with the past is feeding an emphasis on German victimhood. Mounk shows how, from the
government's pursuit of a less "apologetic" foreign policy to the way the country's idea of the Volk makes life difficult for its
immigrant communities, a troubled nationalism is shaping Germany's future.
From the cofounder of VerySmartBrothas.com, and one of the most read writers on race and culture at work today, a provocative
and humorous memoir-in-essays that explores the ever-shifting definitions of what it means to be Black (and male) in America For
Damon Young, existing while Black is an extreme sport. The act of possessing black skin while searching for space to breathe in
America is enough to induce a ceaseless state of angst where questions such as “How should I react here, as a professional
black person?” and “Will this white person’s potato salad kill me?” are forever relevant. What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You
Blacker chronicles Young’s efforts to survive while battling and making sense of the various neuroses his country has given him.
It’s a condition that’s sometimes stretched to absurd limits, provoking the angst that made him question if he was any good at the
“being straight” thing, as if his sexual orientation was something he could practice and get better at, like a crossover dribble move
or knitting; creating the farce where, as a teen, he wished for a white person to call him a racial slur just so he could fight him and
have a great story about it; and generating the surreality of watching gentrification transform his Pittsburgh neighborhood from
predominantly Black to “Portlandia . . . but with Pierogies.” And, at its most devastating, it provides him reason to believe that his
mother would be alive today if she were white. From one of our most respected cultural observers, What Doesn’t Kill You Makes
You Blacker is a hilarious and honest debut that is both a celebration of the idiosyncrasies and distinctions of Blackness and a
critique of white supremacy and how we define masculinity.
The bestselling coming-of-age classic, acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught in schools and universities alike,
and translated around the world—from the winner of the 2019 PEN/Nabokov Award for Achievement in International Literature. The
House on Mango Street is the remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for
herself who and what she will become. Told in a series of vignettes-sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous-Sandra
Cisneros' masterpiece is a classic story of childhood and self-discovery. Few other books in our time have touched so many
readers.
This eye-opening book brilliantly explores the true roots of over-parenting, and makes a case for the vital importance of family life.
Parents naturally worry about the future. They want to prepare their children to compete in an uncertain world. But often, argues
political philosopher and father of three Matt Feeney, today's worried parents surrender their family's autonomy to gain a leg up in
this competition. In the American ideal, family life is a sacred and private sphere, distinct from the outside world. But in our
hypercompetitive times, Feeney shows, parents have become increasingly willing to let the inner life of the family be colonized by
outside forces that promise better futures for their kids: prestigious preschools, "educational" technologies, youth sports leagues, a
multitude of enrichment activities, and -- most of all -- college. A provocative, eye-opening book for any parent who suspects their
kids' stuffed schedules are not serving their best interests, Little Platoons calls us to rediscover the distinctive, profound solidarity
of family life.
A one man think-tank for the New Left, Paul Goodman is both a prolific writer and famed social critic. This compendious volume
features excerpts not only from his bestselling titles such as Growing Up Absurd (Vintage, 1973), but also from his landmark books
on education, psychotherapy, language, poetics and Anarchism. Also featured are samples from his comic novels, poems and
short stories creating a must-have reader of this acclaimed writer's dynamic, engaging and challenging work which continues to
resonate.
A New York Review Books Original An uncompromising contrarian, a passionate polemicist, a man of quick wit and wide learning,
an anarchist, a pacifist, and a virtuoso of the slashing phrase, Dwight Macdonald was an indefatigable and indomitable critic of
America’s susceptibility to well-meaning cultural fakery: all those estimable, eminent, prizewinning works of art that are said to be
good and good for you and are not. He dubbed this phenomenon “Midcult” and he attacked it not only on aesthetic but on political
grounds. Midcult rendered people complacent and compliant, secure in their common stupidity but neither happy nor free. This
new selection of Macdonald’s finest essays, assembled by John Summers, the editor of The Baffler, reintroduces a remarkable
American critic and writer. In the era of smart, sexy, and everything indie, Macdonald remains as pertinent and challenging as
ever.

Iron & Silk, Mark Salzman's bestselling account of his adventures as an English teacher and martial arts student in
China, introduced a writer of enormous charm and keen insight into the cultural chasm between East and West. Now
Salzman returns to China in his first novel, which follows the adventures of Hsun-ching, a naive but courageous orphan,
and the formidable and mysterious Colonel Sun, who together travel from mainland China to San Francisco, risking
everything to track down an elusive Buddhist scripture called The Laughing Sutra. Part Tom Sawyer, part Tom Jones,
The Laughing Sutra draws us into an irresistible narrative of danger and comedy that speaks volumes about the nature of
freedom and the meaning of loyalty.
Winner, 2019 William J. Goode Book Award, given by the Family Section of the American Sociological Association
Finalist, 2019 C. Wright Mills Award, given by the Society for the Study of Social Problems Riveting stories of how
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affluent, white children learn about race American kids are living in a world of ongoing public debates about race, daily
displays of racial injustice, and for some, an increased awareness surrounding diversity and inclusion. In this heated
context, sociologist Margaret A. Hagerman zeroes in on affluent, white kids to observe how they make sense of privilege,
unequal educational opportunities, and police violence. In fascinating detail, Hagerman considers the role that they and
their families play in the reproduction of racism and racial inequality in America. White Kids, based on two years of
research involving in-depth interviews with white kids and their families, is a clear-eyed and sometimes shocking account
of how white kids learn about race. In doing so, this book explores questions such as, “How do white kids learn about
race when they grow up in families that do not talk openly about race or acknowledge its impact?” and “What about
children growing up in families with parents who consider themselves to be ‘anti-racist’?” Featuring the actual voices of
young, affluent white kids and what they think about race, racism, inequality, and privilege, White Kids illuminates how
white racial socialization is much more dynamic, complex, and varied than previously recognized. It is a process that
stretches beyond white parents’ explicit conversations with their white children and includes not only the choices parents
make about neighborhoods, schools, peer groups, extracurricular activities, and media, but also the choices made by the
kids themselves. By interviewing kids who are growing up in different racial contexts—from racially segregated to
meaningfully integrated and from politically progressive to conservative—this important book documents key differences in
the outcomes of white racial socialization across families. And by observing families in their everyday lives, this book
explores the extent to which white families, even those with anti-racist intentions, reproduce and reinforce the forms of
inequality they say they reject.
Travel back to the Kenya of the 1960s and 1970s in this enlightening and touching series of vignettes about an Indian
boy growing up in Africa. Author Feisal Nanji relives his childhood and teenage years in this humorous account of an
awkward, skinny, clumsy boy growing up in a tight-knit Indian community. With stories about lobbying his family for a new
pair of soccer boots and living through the awkwardness of puberty, Nanji gives readers a glimpse into the culture of
Ismaili Muslims and other Indians who are part of a community that migrated to Kenya in the late nineteenth century.
Above all, "Made in Kenya" is a book about friendship. Bringing to life his friends and adventures in each short tale, Nanji
examines how each and every one influenced his own destiny. With special relevance for people born or living in Kenya,
this humorous collection will bring laughs to anyone who wishes to relive the awkward hilarity that comes with growing
up.
Shares the best-selling insider's account of growing up in the notorious Sri Chinmoy cult, describing how the author was
chosen by her parents' Guru before birth to become his disciple and embody his oppressive dictates. Reprint.
A memoir of formative years spent on a series of communes: A “wonderful account of a frankly ghastly childhood . . .
Hilarious and heartbreaking” (Daily Mail). At the age of six, Tim Guest was taken by his mother to a commune modeled
on the teachings of the notorious Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. The Bhagwan preached an eclectic doctrine of
Eastern mysticism, chaotic therapy, and sexual freedom, and enjoyed inhaling laughing gas, preaching from a dentist's
chair, and collecting Rolls Royces. Tim and his mother were given Sanskrit names, dressed entirely in orange, and
encouraged to surrender themselves into their new family. While his mother worked tirelessly for the cause, Tim—or
Yogesh, as he was now called—lived a life of well-meaning but woefully misguided neglect in various communes in
England, Oregon, India, and Germany. In 1985 the movement collapsed amid allegations of mass poisonings, attempted
murder, and tax evasion, and Yogesh was once again Tim. In this extraordinary memoir, Tim Guest chronicles the
heartbreaking experience of being left alone on earth while his mother hunted heaven. “An intelligent, wry, openhearted
memoir of surviving a childhood and a cultural phenomenon that were both extraordinary.” —Booklist (starred review)
In Kids These Days, early Wall Street occupier Malcolm Harris gets real about why the Millennial generation has been
wrongly stereotyped, and dares us to confront and take charge of the consequences now that we are grown up.
Millennials have been stereotyped as lazy, entitled, narcissistic, and immature. We've gotten so used to sloppy
generational analysis filled with dumb clichés about young people that we've lost sight of what really unites Millennials.
Namely: We are the most educated and hardworking generation in American history. We poured historic and insane
amounts of time and money into preparing ourselves for the 21st-century labor market. We have been taught to consider
working for free (homework, internships) a privilege for our own benefit. We are poorer, more medicated, and more
precariously employed than our parents, grandparents, even our great grandparents, with less of a social safety net to
boot. Kids These Days is about why. In brilliant, crackling prose, early Wall Street occupier Malcolm Harris gets
mercilessly real about our maligned birth cohort. Examining trends like runaway student debt, the rise of the intern, mass
incarceration, social media, and more, Harris gives us a portrait of what it means to be young in America today that will
wake you up and piss you off. Millennials were the first generation raised explicitly as investments, Harris argues, and in
Kids These Days he dares us to confront and take charge of the consequences now that we are grown up.
From a "genius" (New York Times) storyteller: a new, subversive, hilarious, heart-breaking collection. "There is
sweetheartedness and wisdom and eloquence and transcendence in his stories because these virtues exist in
abundance in Etgar himself... I am very happy that Etgar and his work are in the world, making things better." --George
Saunders There's no one like Etgar Keret. His stories take place at the crossroads of the fantastical, searing, and
hilarious. His characters grapple with parenthood and family, war and games, marijuana and cake, memory and love.
These stories never go to the expected place, but always surprise, entertain, and move... In "Arctic Lizard," a young boy
narrates a post-apocalyptic version of the world where a youth army wages an unending war, rewarded by collecting
prizes. A father tries to shield his son from the inevitable in "Fly Already." In "One Gram Short," a guy just wants to get a
joint to impress a girl and ends up down a rabbit hole of chaos and heartache. And in the masterpiece "Pineapple Crush,"
two unlikely people connect through an evening smoke down by the beach, only to have one of them imagine a much
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deeper relationship. The thread that weaves these pieces together is our inability to communicate, to see so little of the
world around us and to understand each other even less. Yet somehow, in these pages, through Etgar's deep love for
humanity and our hapless existence, a bright light shines through and our universal connection to each other sparks
alive.
Political failures and globalization have eroded Ireland’s sovereignty—a decline portended in Irish literature. Surveying the bleak themes in
thirty works by modern writers, Declan Kiberd finds audacious experimentation that embodies the defiance and resourcefulness of Ireland’s
founding spirit—and a strange kind of hope for a more open nation.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NEWBERY MEDAL WINNER • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER Dig deep in this awardwinning, modern classic that will remind readers that adventure is right around the corner--or just under your feet! Stanley Yelnats is under a
curse. A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has since followed generations of Yelnatses.
Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’ detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by spending all day,
every day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It
doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes
because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake? Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive
and darkly humorous tale of crime and punishment—and redemption. "A smart jigsaw puzzle of a novel." —New York Times *Includes a double
bonus: an excerpt from Small Steps, the follow-up to Holes, as well as an excerpt from the New York Times bestseller Fuzzy Mud.
The Liberal Imagination is one of the most admired and influential works of criticism of the last century, a work that is not only a masterpiece
of literary criticism but an important statement about politics and society. Published in 1950, one of the chillier moments of the Cold War,
Trilling’s essays examine the promise —and limits—of liberalism, challenging the complacency of a naïve liberal belief in rationality, progress,
and the panaceas of economics and other social sciences, and asserting in their stead the irreducible complexity of human motivation and
the tragic inevitability of tragedy. Only the imagination, Trilling argues, can give us access and insight into these realms and only the
imagination can ground a reflective and considered, rather than programmatic and dogmatic, liberalism. Writing with acute intelligence about
classics like Huckleberry Finn and the novels of Henry James and F. Scott Fitzgerald, but also on such varied matters as the Kinsey Report
and money in the American imagination, Trilling presents a model of the critic as both part of and apart from his society, a defender of the
reflective life that, in our ever more rationalized world, seems ever more necessary—and ever more remote.
“By offering different perspectives on their shared pasts, the Shyers produced a complex and emotionally persuasive family portrait.” —Kirkus
Reviews “A deeply moving memoir.” —Publishers Weekly “What makes this story ultimately heroic is…a reminder of all those who struggle
against the stigma of who they are.” —The New York Times Book Review “This wonderful book will not only tug at your heart, it will open your
mind to the fact that homosexuality is not a choice, it is a given and has nothing to with the worth of a human being.” —Women’s News
A journey through a land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers provides a cure for his boredom.
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