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Research on the economic origins of democracy and
dictatorship has shifted away from the impact of
growth and turned toward the question of how
different patterns of growth - equal or unequal shape regime change. This book offers a new theory
of the historical relationship between economic
modernization and the emergence of democracy on
a global scale, focusing on the effects of land and
income inequality. Contrary to most mainstream
arguments, Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels
suggest that democracy is more likely to emerge
when rising, yet politically disenfranchised, groups
demand more influence because they have more to
lose, rather than when threats of redistribution to
elite interests are low.
As the United States and the countries of Western
Europe have sought to promote democratic rule in
those parts of the world that have not enjoyed the
blessings of liberty, they have failed to consider an
important factor. Competitive elections, the sine qua
non of democratic government, often gives rise to
serious bouts of political violence: mob riots, interparty fighting, and internal wars. The essays
collected in this volume evaluate the relationship
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between terrorist activity and electoral politics. Do
democratic elections themselves undermine the
development and stability of the democratic
institutions the United States and its allies seek to
promote? Under what conditions are democratic
elections effective at bringing terrorist organizations
into the political process, thereby quelling violence?
When and how might terrorist organizations use
democratic elections to foment violence? This book
was published as a special issue of Terrorism and
Political Violence.
This paper is one of a series being prepared for the
National Research Council's Committee on
International Conflict Resolution. The committee was
organized in late 1995 to respond to a growing need
for prevention, management, and resolution of
violent conflict in the international arena, a concern
about the changing nature and context of such
conflict in the post-Cold War era, and a recent
expansion of knowledge in the field. The committee's
main goal is to advance the practice of conflict
resolution by using the methods and critical attitude
of science to examine the effectiveness of various
techniques and concepts that have been advanced
for preventing, managing, and resolving international
conflicts. The committee's research agenda has
been designed to supplement the work of other
groups, particularly the Carnegie Corporation of New
York's Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict,
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which issued its final report in December 1997. The
committee has identified a number of specific
techniques and concepts of current interest to policy
practitioners and has asked leading specialists on
each one to carefully review and analyze available
knowledge and to summarize what is known about
the conditions under which each is or is not effective.
These papers present the results of their work.
Latin America is currently caught in a middle-quality
institutional trap, combining flawed democracies and
low-to-medium capacity States. Yet, contrary to
conventional wisdom, the sequence of development
- Latin America has democratized before building
capable States - does not explain the region's
quandary. States can make democracy, but so too
can democracy make States. Thus, the starting point
of political developments is less important than
whether the State-democracy relationship is a
virtuous cycle, triggering causal mechanisms that
reinforce each other. However, the State-democracy
interaction generates a virtuous cycle only under
certain macroconditions. In Latin America, the Statedemocracy interaction has not generated a virtuous
cycle: problems regarding the State prevent full
democratization and problems of democracy prevent
the development of state capacity. Moreover,
multiple macroconditions provide a foundation for
this distinctive pattern of State-democracy
interaction. The suboptimal political equilibrium in
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contemporary Latin America is a robust one.
Eighteen African countries held presidential, primary,
or legislative elections in 2011. Elections in eleven of
these countries were marked by violence that ranged
from low-level intimidation and harassment to more
intensely violent displacement and death. Electoral
violence of any kind can deter citizens from voting,
discourage candidates from running for office,
weaken civil society s scrutiny of elections, and hurt
the legitimacy of a government.In "Voting in Fear,"
nine contributors offer pioneering work on the scope
and nature of electoral violence in Africa; investigate
the forms electoral violence takes; and analyze the
factors that precipitate, reduce, and prevent
violence. The book breaks new ground with findings
from the only known dataset of electoral violence in
sub-Saharan Africa, spanning 1990 to 2008. Specific
case studies of electoral violence in countries such
as Ghana, Kenya, and Nigeria provide the context to
further understanding the circumstances under
which electoral violence takes place, recedes, or
recurs. Combining issue-driven research with indepth empirical insights, contributors link electoral
violence to past histories of violence, close elections,
a state s declining economic fortunes, and weak
institutions.Filling a gap in the existing literature on
electoral violence, "Voting in Fear" offers concrete
recommendations on how international, regional,
and local institutions can help reduce or prevent
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electoral violence. The volume concludes on a
hopeful note: Electoral violence is not inevitable, and
understanding the political context in which an
election takes place is critical to predicting and
forestalling violence."
Illustrated most dramatically by the events of 9/11
and the subsequent ‘war on terror’, violence
represents a challenge to democratic politics and to
the establishment of liberal-democratic regimes.
Liberal-democracies have themselves not hesitated
to use violence and restrict civil liberties as a
response to such challenges. These issues are at
the centre of global politics and figure prominently in
political debates today concerning multiculturalism,
political exclusion and the politics of gender. This
book takes up these topics with reference to a wide
range of case-studies, covering Latin America, the
Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe. It provides a
theoretical framework clarifying the relationship
between democracy and violence and presents
original research surveying current hot-spots of
violent conflict and the ways in which violence
affects the prospects for democratic politics and for
gender equality. Based on field-work carried out by
specialists in the areas covered, this volume will be
of high interest to students of democratic politics and
to all those concerned with ways in which the
recourse to violence could be reduced in a global
context. This book has significant implications for
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policy-makers involved in attempts to develop safer
and more peaceful ways of handling political and
social conflict. This book was published as a special
issue of Democratizations.
Since the end of the Cold War there have been a
number of cases where the democratization process
has been turbulent, or even violent. Addressing
electoral violence, its evolution and impact in the
Western Balkans, this book explores the conflict
logic of election and tries to understand its basic
patterns. Two decades of electoral competition in the
region are analysed to identify an interesting
evolution of electoral violence in terms of forms,
actors, motivations and dynamics. By identifying the
potential drivers of electoral violence and explaining
the escalation and stimulus of violence-related
events, the author combines a theoretical approach
with original data to emphasise the variability of the
phenomenon and its evolution in the region. The
book will appeal to students and scholars of postcommunist Europe and democratisation processes
and the Western Balkans in particular. It should also
be of interest to political advisors and those involved
in developing or implementing democratisation
programmes.
The global movement toward democracy, spurred in
part by the ending of the cold war, has created
opportunities for democratization not only in Europe
and the former Soviet Union, but also in Africa. This
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book is based on workshops held in Benin, Ethiopia,
and Namibia to better understand the dynamics of
contemporary democratic movements in Africa. Key
issues in the democratization process range from its
institutional and political requirements to specific
problems such as ethnic conflict, corruption, and role
of donors in promoting democracy. By focusing on
the opinion and views of African intellectuals,
academics, writers, and political activists and
observers, the book provides a unique perspective
regarding the dynamics and problems of
democratization in Africa.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive,
enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The New York
Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE
GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE
LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time
• Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s
presidency has raised a question that many of us never
thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger?
Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
have spent more than twenty years studying the
breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America,
and they believe the answer is yes. Democracy no
longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military
coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of
critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the press,
and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms.
The good news is that there are several exit ramps on
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the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by
electing Trump, we have already passed the first one.
Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of
historical and global examples, from 1930s Europe to
contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt
show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved.
Praise for How Democracies Die “What we desperately
need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state
of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the
most respected scholars in the field of democracy
studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where
Levitsky and Ziblatt make their mark is in weaving
together political science and historical analysis of both
domestic and international democratic crises; in doing
so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and
before him, to other countries and to the deep structure
of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If
you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How
Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for just
Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans.
It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in
history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no
contest.”—Michael Morrell, former Acting Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and
deeply informed book about the ways in which
democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries
around the world, and in ways that are perfectly
legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
Democracy identifies the general processes causing
democratization and de-democratization at a national
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level across the world over the last few hundred years. It
singles out integration of trust networks into public
politics, insulation of public politics from categorical
inequality, and suppression of autonomous coercive
power centres as crucial processes. Through analytic
narratives and comparisons of multiple regimes, mostly
since World War II, this book makes the case for
recasting current theories of democracy, democratization
and de-democratization.
This volume shows how Afghani elections since 2004
have threatened to derail the country’s fledgling
democracy. Examining presidential, parliamentary, and
provincial council elections and conducting interviews
with more than one hundred candidates, officials,
community leaders, and voters, the text shows how
international approaches to Afghani elections have
misunderstood the role of local actors, who have
hijacked elections in their favor, alienated communities,
undermined representative processes, and fueled
insurgency, fostering a dangerous disillusionment among
Afghan voters.
Multiparty elections have become the bellwether by
which all democracies are judged, and the spread of
these systems across Africa has been widely hailed as a
sign of the continent’s progress towards stability and
prosperity. But such elections bring their own challenges,
particularly the often intense internecine violence
following disputed results. While the consequences of
such violence can be profound, undermining the
legitimacy of the democratic process and in some cases
plunging countries into civil war or renewed dictatorship,
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little is known about the causes. By mapping, analysing
and comparing instances of election violence in different
localities across Africa – including Kenya, Ivory Coast
and Uganda – this collection of detailed case studies
sheds light on the underlying dynamics and sub-national
causes behind electoral conflicts, revealing them to be
the result of a complex interplay between
democratisation and the older, patronage-based system
of ‘Big Man’ politics. Essential for scholars and
policymakers across the social sciences and humanities
interested in democratization, peace-keeping and peace
studies, Violence in African Elections provides important
insights into why some communities prove more prone to
electoral violence than others, offering practical
suggestions for preventing violence through improved
electoral monitoring, voter education, and international
assistance.
One of the most surprising developments in Mexico's
transition to democracy is the outbreak of criminal wars
and large-scale criminal violence. Why did Mexican drug
cartels go to war as the country transitioned away from
one-party rule? And why have criminal wars proliferated
as democracy has consolidated and elections have
become more competitive subnationally? In Votes,
Drugs, and Violence, Guillermo Trejo and Sandra Ley
develop a political theory of criminal violence in weak
democracies that elucidates how democratic politics and
the fragmentation of power fundamentally shape cartels'
incentives for war and peace. Drawing on in-depth case
studies and statistical analysis spanning more than two
decades and multiple levels of government, Trejo and
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Ley show that electoral competition and partisan conflict
were key drivers of the outbreak of Mexico's crime wars,
the intensification of violence, and the expansion of war
and violence to the spheres of local politics and civil
society.
Offers timely discussion by attorneys, government
officials, policy analysts, and academics from the United
States and Latin America of the responses of the state,
civil society, and the international community to threats
of violence and crime.
“A work of tremendous originality and insight. ... Makes
you see the world differently.”—Washington Post
Translated into twenty languages ?The Future of
Freedom ?is a modern classic that uses historical
analysis to shed light on the present, examining how
democracy has changed our politics, economies, and
social relations. Prescient in laying out the distinction
between democracy and liberty, the book contains a new
afterword on the United States's occupation of Iraq and a
wide-ranging update of the book's themes.
Jacques Bertrand offers a comparative-historical
analysis of five nationalist conflicts over several decades
in Southeast Asia. Using a theoretical framework to
explain variance over time and across cases, he
challenges and refines existing debates on democracy's
impact and shows that, while democratization
significantly reduces violent insurgency over time, it often
introduces pernicious effects that fail to resolve conflict
and contribute to maintaining deep nationalist
grievances. Drawing on years of detailed fieldwork,
Bertrand analyses the paths that led from secessionist
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mobilization to a range of outcomes. These include
persistent state repression for Malay Muslims in
Thailand, low level violence under a top-down 'special
autonomy' for Papuans, reframing of mobilizing from
nationalist to indigenous peoples in the Cordillera, a long
and broken path to an untested broad autonomy for the
Moros and relatively successful broad autonomy for
Acehnese.

"Utah Politics and Government covers Utah's
religious heritage and territorial history, its central
political institutions, and its political culture, while
situating Utah within the broader American political
setting"-Ever since its first publication in 1992, The End of
History and the Last Man has provoked controversy
and debate. Francis Fukuyama's prescient analysis
of religious fundamentalism, politics, scientific
progress, ethical codes, and war is as essential for a
world fighting fundamentalist terrorists as it was for
the end of the Cold War. Now updated with a new
afterword, The End of History and the Last Man is a
modern classic.
Jack Snyder's analysis of the attitudes of military
planners in the years prior to the Great War offers
new insight into the tragic miscalculations of that era
and into their possible parallels in present-day war
planning. By 1914, the European military powers had
adopted offensive military strategies even though
there was considerable evidence to support the
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notion that much greater advantage lay with
defensive strategies. The author argues that
organizational biases inherent in military strategists'
attitudes make war more likely by encouraging
offensive postures even when the motive is selfdefense. Drawing on new historical evidence of the
specific circumstances surrounding French, German,
and Russian strategic policy, Snyder demonstrates
that it is not only rational analysis that determines
strategic doctrine, but also the attitudes of military
planners. Snyder argues that the use of rational
calculation often falls victim to the pursuit of
organizational interests such as autonomy, prestige,
growth, and wealth. Furthermore, efforts to justify the
preferred policy bring biases into strategists'
decisions—biases reflecting the influences of
parochial interests and preconceptions, and those
resulting from attempts to simplify unduly their
analytical tasks. The frightening lesson here is that
doctrines can be destabilizing even when weapons
are not, because doctrine may be more responsive
to the organizational needs of the military than to the
implications of the prevailing weapons technology.
By examining the historical failure of offensive
doctrine, Jack Snyder makes a valuable contribution
to the literature on the causes of war.
Does the spread of democracy really contribute to
international peace? Successive U. S.
administrations have justified various policies
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intended to promote democracy not only by arguing
that democracy is intrinsically good but by pointing to
a wide range of research concluding that
democracies rarely, if ever, go to war with one
another. To promote democracy, the United States
has provided economic assistance, political support,
and technical advice to emerging democracies in
Eastern and Central Europe, and it has attempted to
remove undemocratic regimes through political
pressure, economic sanctions, and military force. In
Electing to Fight, Edward Mansfield and Jack Snyder
challenge the widely accepted basis of these policies
by arguing that states in the early phases of
transitions to democracy are more likely than other
states to become involved in war. Drawing on both
qualitative and quantitative analysis, Mansfield and
Snyder show that emerging democracies with weak
political institutions are especially likely to go to war.
Leaders of these countries attempt to rally support
by invoking external threats and resorting to
belligerent, nationalist rhetoric. Mansfield and
Snyder point to this pattern in cases ranging from
revolutionary France to contemporary Russia.
Because the risk of a state's being involved in violent
conflict is high until democracy is fully consolidated,
Mansfield and Snyder argue, the best way to
promote democracy is to begin by building the
institutions that democracy requires—such as the rule
of law—and only then encouraging mass political
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participation and elections. Readers will find this
argument particularly relevant to prevailing concerns
about the transitional government in Iraq. Electing to
Fight also calls into question the wisdom of urging
early elections elsewhere in the Islamic world and in
China.
From Afghanistan to Zimbabwe the world has
witnessed a rising tide of contentious elections
ending in heated partisan debates, court challenges,
street protests, and legitimacy challenges. In some
cases, disputes have been settled peacefully
through legal appeals and electoral reforms. In the
worst cases, however, disputes have triggered
bloodshed or government downfalls and military
coups. Contentious elections are characterized by
major challenges, with different degrees of severity,
to the legitimacy of electoral actors, procedures, or
outcomes. Despite growing concern, until recently
little research has studied this phenomenon. The
theory unfolded in this volume suggests that
problems of electoral malpractice erode confidence
in electoral authorities, spur peaceful protests
demonstrating against the outcome, and, in the most
severe cases, lead to outbreaks of conflict and
violence. Understanding this process is of vital
concern for domestic reformers and the international
community, as well as attracting a growing new
research agenda. The editors, from the Electoral
Integrity Project, bring together scholars considering
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a range of fresh evidence– analyzing public opinion
surveys of confidence in elections and voter turnout
within specific countries, as well as expert
perceptions of the existence of peaceful electoral
demonstrations, and survey and aggregate data
monitoring outbreaks of electoral violence. The book
provides insights invaluable for studies in democracy
and democratization, comparative politics,
comparative elections, peace and conflict studies,
comparative sociology, international development,
comparative public opinion, political behavior,
political institutions, and public policy.
Assaults on democracy are increasingly coming from
the actions of duly elected governments, rather than
coups. Backsliding examines the processes through
which elected rulers weaken checks on executive
power, curtail political and civil liberties, and
undermine the integrity of the electoral system.
Drawing on detailed case studies, including the
United States and countries in Latin America,
Eastern Europe, and Africa, the book focuses on
three, inter-related causal mechanisms: the
pernicious effects of polarization; realignments of
party systems that enable elected autocrats to gain
legislative power; and the incremental nature of
derogations, which divides oppositions and keeps
them off balance. A concluding chapter looks at the
international context of backsliding and the role of
new technologies in these processes. An online
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appendix provides detailed accounts of backsliding
in 16 countries, which can be found at
www.cambridge.org/backsliding.
Elections have emerged as one of the most
important, and most contentious, features of political
life on the African continent. In the first half of this
decade, there were more than 20 national elections,
serving largely as capstones of peace processes or
transitions to democracies. The outcomes of these
and more recent elections have been remarkably
varied, and the relationship between elections and
conflict management is widely debated throughout
Africa and among international observers. Elections
can either help reduce tensions by reconstituting
legitimate government, or they can exacerbate them
by further polarizing highly conflictual societies. This
timely volume examines the relationship between
elections, especially electoral systems, and conflict
management in Africa, while also serving as an
important reference for other regions. The book
brings together for the first time the latest thinking on
the many different roles elections can play in
democratization and conflict management.
This comprehensive volume brings together a
diverse set of scholars to analyse candidate
nomination, intra-party democracy, and election
violence in Africa. Through a combination of
comparative studies and country-specific case
studies spanning much of Sub-Saharan Africa,
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including Kenya, Zambia, and South Africa, the
authors shed light on violence during candidate
nomination processes within political parties. The
book covers several cases that vary significantly in
terms of democracy, party dominance and
competitiveness, and the institutionalization and
inclusiveness of candidate selection processes. The
authors investigate how common violence is during
candidate nomination processes; whether the drivers
of nomination violence are identical to those of
general election violence; whether nomination
violence can be avoided in high risk cases such as
dominant party regimes with fierce intra-party
competition for power; and which subnational
locations are most likely to experience nomination
violence. Through its focus on violence in nomination
processes, this book firmly places the role of political
parties at the centre of the analysis of African
election violence. While adding to our theoretical and
empirical understanding of nomination violence, the
book contributes to the literature on conflict, the
literature on democratization and democratic
consolidation, and the literature on African political
parties. This book was originally published as a
special issue of the journal Democratization.
The end of the Cold War has changed the shape of
organized violence in the world and the ways in
which governments and others try to set its limits.
Even the concept of international conflict is
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broadening to include ethnic conflicts and other
kinds of violence within national borders that may
affect international peace and security. What is not
yet clear is whether or how these changes alter the
way actors on the world scene should deal with
conflict: Do the old methods still work? Are there
new tools that could work better? How do old and
new methods relate to each other? International
Conflict Resolution After the Cold War critically
examines evidence on the effectiveness of a dozen
approaches to managing or resolving conflict in the
world to develop insights for conflict resolution
practitioners. It considers recent applications of
familiar conflict management strategies, such as the
use of threats of force, economic sanctions, and
negotiation. It presents the first systematic
assessments of the usefulness of some less familiar
approaches to conflict resolution, including truth
commissions, "engineered" electoral systems,
autonomy arrangements, and regional organizations.
It also opens up analysis of emerging issues, such
as the dilemmas facing humanitarian organizations
in complex emergencies. This book offers numerous
practical insights and raises key questions for
research on conflict resolution in a transforming
world system.
Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in
southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and
Eastern Europe shifted from authoritarian to
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democratic systems of government. This global
democratic revolution is probably the most important
political trend in the late twentieth century. In The
Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the
causes and nature of these democratic transitions,
evaluates the prospects for stability of the new
democracies, and explores the possibility of more
countries becoming democratic. The recent
transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of
democratization in the modem world. Each of the
two previous waves was followed by a reverse wave
in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian
government. Using concrete examples, empirical
evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington
provides neither a theory nor a history of the third
wave, but an explanation of why and how it
occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic
trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of
authoritarian regimes; economic and social
development; the changed role of the Catholic
Church; the impact of the United States, the
European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the
"snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups
within and outside the nondemocratic regime played
roles in shaping the various ways democratization
occurred. Compromise was key to all
democratizations, and elections and nonviolent
tactics also were central. New democracies must
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deal with the "torturer problem" and the "praetorian
problem" and attempt to develop democratic values
and processes. Disillusionment with democracy,
Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating
democracy. He concludes the book with an analysis
of the political, economic, and cultural factors that
will decide whether or not the third wave continues.
Several "Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific,
practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out
reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical
application makes this book a valuable tool for
anyone engaged in the democratization process. At
this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment
of the processes of democratization is indispensable
to understanding the future of democracy in the
world.
The key to the impact of international election
support is credibility; credible elections are less likely
to turn violent. So argues Inken von Borzyskowski in
The Credibility Challenge, in which she provides an
explanation of why and when election support can
increase or reduce violence. Von Borzyskowski
answers four major questions: Under what
circumstances can election support influence
election violence? How can election support shape
the incentives of domestic actors to engage in or
abstain from violence? Does support help reduce
violence or increase it? And, which type of
support—observation or technical assistance—is better
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in each instance? The Credibility Challenge pulls
broad quantitative evidence and qualitative
observations from Guyana, Liberia, Kenya, Sierra
Leone, and Bangladesh to respond to these
questions. Von Borzyskowski finds that international
democracy aid matters for election credibility and
violence; outside observers can exacerbate
postelection violence if they cast doubt on election
credibility; and technical assistance helps build
electoral institutions, improves election credibility,
and reduces violence. Her results advance research
and policy on peacebuilding and democracy
promotion in new and surprising ways.
A challenge to the view that the spread of
democracy contributes to international peace.
Annotation Through models that integrate religion
into the study of international politics, the essays in
this collection offer a guide to updating the field.
Originally published in 2000, The Right to Vote was
widely hailed as a magisterial account of the
evolution of suffrage from the American Revolution
to the end of the twentieth century. In this revised
and updated edition, Keyssar carries the story
forward, from the disputed presidential contest of
2000 through the 2008 campaign and the election of
Barack Obama. The Right to Vote is a sweeping
reinterpretation of American political history as well
as a meditation on the meaning of democracy in
contemporary American life.
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Essays and speeches discussing how to prevent
electoral violence in Africa collected during the
March 2010 Conference on Preventing Electoral
Violence and Instituting Good Governance in SubSaharan Africa.
Overextension is the common pitfall of empires. Why
does it occur? What are the forces that cause the
great powers of the industrial era to pursue
aggressive foreign policies? Jack Snyder identifies
recurrent myths of empire, describes the varieties of
overextension to which they lead, and criticizes the
traditional explanations offered by historians and
political scientists. He tests three competing
theories—realism, misperception, and domestic
coalition politics—against five detailed case studies:
early twentieth-century Germany, Japan in the
interwar period, Great Britain in the Victorian era, the
Soviet Union after World War II, and the United
States during the Cold War. The resulting insights
run counter to much that has been written about
these apparently familiar instances of empire
building.
The best balance of classic and contemporary
readings, complete articles, and book excerpts,
reflecting a wide range of perspectives at an
unmatched value.
After decades of experimentation with various forms
of dictatorship and autocracy, most sub-Saharan
African countries adopted multiparty elections in the
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1990s¿a development widely celebrated as a sign
that the region was moving toward democracy. This
embrace of elections, however, has often been
accompanied by unanticipated violence, raising
important questions: Are violent elections a normal
part of the process in new democracies? Does the
quality and conduct of elections matter for
democratic consolidation? Most fundamentally, what
does the persistence of electoral violence mean for
the future of democracy in Africa? Addressing these
questions with a combination of rigorous qualitative
and quantitative approaches, Stephanie Burchard
explores both the causes and consequences of
electoral violence in sub-Saharan Africa. Stephanie
M. Burchard is on the research staff of the Africa
Program at the Institute for Defense Analyses.
How violent events and autocratic parties trigger
democratic change How do democracies emerge?
Shock to the System presents a novel theory of
democratization that focuses on how events like
coups, wars, and elections disrupt autocratic
regimes and trigger democratic change. Employing
the broadest qualitative and quantitative analyses of
democratization to date, Michael Miller demonstrates
that more than nine in ten transitions since 1800
occur in one of two ways: countries democratize
following a major violent shock or an established
ruling party democratizes through elections and
regains power within democracy. This framework
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fundamentally reorients theories on democratization
by showing that violent upheavals and the
preservation of autocrats in power—events typically
viewed as antithetical to democracy—are in fact
central to its foundation. Through in-depth
examinations of 139 democratic transitions, Miller
shows how democratization frequently follows both
domestic shocks (coups, civil wars, and
assassinations) and international shocks (defeat in
war and withdrawal of an autocratic hegemon) due
to autocratic insecurity and openings for opposition
actors. He also shows how transitions guided by
ruling parties spring from their electoral confidence in
democracy. Both contexts limit the power autocrats
sacrifice by accepting democratization, smoothing
along the transition. Miller provides new insights into
democratization’s predictors, the limited gains from
events like the Arab Spring, the best routes to
democratization for long-term stability, and the future
of global democracy. Disputing commonly held ideas
about violent events and their effects on democracy,
Shock to the System offers new perspectives on how
regimes are transformed.
Arguing that international organizations can cause
conflict in their rush to establish democratic
governments in countries such as Germany and
Bosnia, Snyder prescribes policies that will make
transitions less dangerous and allow fledgling
democracies to flourish.
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Read Online From Voting To Violence
Democratization And Nationalist Conflict
Why are women still under-represented in politics?
Can we speak of democracy when women are not
fully included in political decision-making? Some
argue that we are on the right track to full gender
equality in politics, while others talk about women
hitting the glass ceiling or being included in
institutions with shrinking power, not least as a result
of neo-liberalism. In this powerful essay,
internationally renowned scholar of gender and
politics Drude Dahlerup explains how democracy
has failed women and what can be done to tackle it.
Political institutions, including political parties, she
argues, are the real gatekeepers to elected positions
all over the world, but they need to be much more
inclusive. By reforming these institutions and
carefully implementing gender quotas we can move
towards improved gender equality and greater
democratization.
Timely lessons from Colombia on the coexistence of
civil democracy and political violence in the context
of international affairs and institutional reform
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