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“An ambitious and lucid full narrative account of the peopling of Europe . . . this will
undoubtedly provide a base line for future debates on the origins of the Europeans.” —J.
P. Mallory, author of In Search of the Indo-Europeans and The Origins of the Irish Who
are the Europeans? Where did they come from? New research in the fields of
archaeology and linguistics, a revolution in the study of genetics, and cutting-edge
analysis of ancient DNA are dramatically changing our picture of prehistory, leading us
to question what we thought we knew about these ancient peoples. This paradigmshifting book paints a spirited portrait of a restless people that challenges our
established ways of looking at Europe’s past. The story is more complex than at first
believed, with new evidence suggesting that the European gene pool was stirred
vigorously multiple times. Genetic clues are also enhancing our understanding of
European mobility in epochs with written records, including the arrival of the AngloSaxons, the spread of the Slavs, and the adventures of the Vikings. Now brought
completely up to date with all the latest findings from the fast-moving fields of genetics,
DNA, and dating, Jean Manco’s highly readable account weaves multiple strands of
evidence into a startling new history of the continent, of interest to anyone who wants to
truly understand Europeans’ place in the ancient world.
A lavishly illustrated survey, featuring summaries of myths and legends, diagrams of
tombs and forts, and a tourist guide, explores the rise of the Celts, their way of life, their
wars and weapons, their religion, and their craftsmanship.
By Steppe, Desert, and Ocean is nothing less than the story of how humans first started
building the globalized world we know today. Set on a huge continental stage, from
Europe to China, it is a tale covering over 10,000 years, from the origins of farming
around 9000 BC to the expansion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century AD. An
unashamedly 'big history', it charts the development of European, Near Eastern, and
Chinesecivilizations and the growing links between them by way of the Indian Ocean,
the silk Roads, and the great steppe corridor (which crucially allowed horse riders to
travel from Mongolia to the Great Hungarian Plainwithin a year). Along the way, it is
also the story of the rise and fall of empires, the development of maritime trade, and the
shattering impact of predatory nomads on their urban neighbours. Above all, as this
immense historical panorama unfolds, we begin to see in clearer focus those basic
underlying factors - the acquisitive nature of humanity, the differing environments in
which people live, and the dislocating effect of even slight climatic variation - which
havedriven change throughout the ages, and which help us better understand our world
today.
By the fifteenth century Europe was a driving world force, but the origins of its success
have until now remained obscured in prehistory. In this book, distinguished
archaeologist Barry Cunliffe views Europe not in terms of states and shifting political
land boundaries but as a geographical niche particularly favored in facing many seas.
These seas, and Europe's great transpeninsular rivers, ensured a rich diversity of
natural resources while also encouraging the dynamic interaction of peoples across
networks of communication and exchange. The development of these early Europeans
is rooted in complex interplays, shifting balances, and geographic and demographic
fluidity.
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Provides information on the various peoples who lived in Europe from the earliest times
through the rise of classical civilization, as well as those who lived outside the classical
world before the fall of the Roman Empire.
Constantine the Great moved the seat of Roman power to Constantinople in AD 330
and for eleven brutal, bloody centuries, the Byzantine Empire became a beacon of
grand magnificence and depraved decadence . . . Here then are the centuries
dominated by ferocious arguments over the nature of Christ and his Church. By
knowledge, where scholars and scribes preserved the heritage of the ancient world. By
emperors like Justinian the Great and Basil the Bulgar-Slayer - men pious, heroic or
monstrous. By creativity, as art and architecture soared to new heights. In this
abridgement of his celebrated trilogy, John Julius Norwich provides the definitive
introduction to the savage, scintillating world of Byzantium. 'Norwich tells a remarkable
story with boundless zest. He offers character sketches of the appalling personages
who infest his narrative . . . with the assurance of a Macauley or a Gibbon.' Daily
Telegraph 'As we pass among the spectacularly varied scenes of war, intrigue,
theological debate, marital kerfuffle, sacrifice, revenge, blazing ambition and lordly
pride, our guide calms our passions with an infinity of curious asides and grace notes.'
Jan Morris, Independent 'Norwich has the gift of historical perspective, as well as clarity
and wit. Few can tell a good story better than he.' Spectator
'The Road meets Waiting for Godot: powerful, unforgettable, unique' Melissa Harrison,
author of At Hawthorn Time. Doggerland is a superbly gripping debut novel about
loneliness and hope, nature and survival - set on an off-shore windfarm in the not-sodistant future.
This report provides member states with essential public health information. It provides
a picture of the health status and health determinants in the European Region and
identifies areas for public health action for the member states and the European public
health community.
Brilliant horsemen and great fighters, the Scythians were nomadic horsemen who ranged wide
across the grasslands of the Asian steppe from the Altai mountains in the east to the Great
Hungarian Plain in the first millennium BC. Their steppe homeland bordered on a number of
sedentary states to the south - the Chinese, the Persians and the Greeks - and there were,
inevitably, numerous interactions between the nomads and their neighbours. The Scythians
fought the Persians on a number of occasions, in one battle killing their king and on another
occasion driving the invading army of Darius the Great from the steppe. Relations with the
Greeks around the shores of the Black Sea were rather different - both communities benefiting
from trading with each other. This led to the development of a brilliant art style, often depicting
scenes from Scythian mythology and everyday life. It is from the writings of Greeks like the
historian Herodotus that we learn of Scythian life: their beliefs, their burial practices, their love
of fighting, and their ambivalent attitudes to gender. It is a world that is also brilliantly
illuminated by the rich material culture recovered from Scythian burials, from the graves of
kings on the Pontic steppe, with their elaborate gold work and vividly coloured fabrics, to the
frozen tombs of the Altai mountains, where all the organic material - wooden carvings, carpets,
saddles and even tattooed human bodies - is amazingly well preserved. Barry Cunliffe here
marshals this vast array of evidence - both archaeological and textual - in a masterful
reconstruction of the lost world of the Scythians, allowing them to emerge in all their
considerable vigour and splendour for the first time in over two millennia.
"A 22-volume, highly illustrated, A-Z general encyclopedia for all ages, featuring sections on
how to use World Book, other research aids, pronunciation key, a student guide to better
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writing, speaking, and research skills, and comprehensive index"-Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout the Ancient
Mediterranean World. They were the archetypal barbarians from the north and were feared by
both Greeks and Romans. For two and a half thousand years they have continued to fascinate
those who have come into contact with them, yet their origins have remained a mystery and
even today are the subject of heated debate among historians and archaeologists. Barry
Cunliffe's classic study of the ancient Celtic world was first published in 1997. Since then huge
advances have taken place in our knowledge: new finds, new ways of using DNA records to
understand Celtic origins, new ideas about the proto-urban nature of early chieftains'
strongholds, All these developments are part of this fully updated , and completely redesigned
edition. Cunliffe explores the archaeological reality of these bold warriors and skilled craftsmen
of barbarian Europe who inspired fear in both the Greeks and the Romans. He investigates the
texts of the classical writers and contrasts their view of the Celts with current archaeological
findings. Tracing the emergence of chiefdoms and the fifth- to third-century migrations as far as
Bosnia and the Czech Republic, he assesses the disparity between the traditional story and
the most recent historical and archaeological evidence on the Celts. Other aspects of Celtic
identity such as the cultural diversity of the tribes, their social and religious systems, art,
language and law, are also examined. From the picture that emerges, we are — crucially — able
to distinguish between the original Celts, and those tribes which were 'Celtized', giving us an
invaluable insight into the true identity of this ancient people.
An evocative account of fourteen European kingdoms-their rise, maturity, and eventual
disappearance. There is something profoundly romantic about lost civilizations. Europe's past
is littered with states and kingdoms, large and small, that are scarcely remembered today, and
while their names may be unfamiliar-Aragon, Etruria, the Kingdom of the Two Burgundies-their
stories should change our mental map of the past. We come across forgotten characters and
famous ones-King Arthur and Macbeth, Napoleon and Queen Victoria, right up to Stalin and
Gorbachev-and discover how faulty memory can be, and how much we can glean from these
lost empires. Davies peers through the cracks in the mainstream accounts of modern-day
states to dazzle us with extraordinary stories of barely remembered pasts, and of the traces
they left behind. This is Norman Davies at his best: sweeping narrative history packed with
unexpected insights. Vanished Kingdoms will appeal to all fans of unconventional and thoughtprovoking history, from readers of Niall Ferguson to Jared Diamond.
A revolutionary approach to how we view Europe's prehistoric culture The peoples who
inhabited Europe during the two millennia before the Roman conquests had established urban
centers, large-scale production of goods such as pottery and iron tools, a money economy,
and elaborate rituals and ceremonies. Yet as Peter Wells argues here, the visual world of
these late prehistoric communities was profoundly different from those of ancient Rome's
literate civilization and today's industrialized societies. Drawing on startling new research in
neuroscience and cognitive psychology, Wells reconstructs how the peoples of pre-Roman
Europe saw the world and their place in it. He sheds new light on how they communicated their
thoughts, feelings, and visual perceptions through the everyday tools they shaped, the pottery
and metal ornaments they decorated, and the arrangements of objects they made in their ritual
places—and how these forms and patterns in turn shaped their experience. How Ancient
Europeans Saw the World offers a completely new approach to the study of Bronze Age and
Iron Age Europe, and represents a major challenge to existing views about prehistoric cultures.
The book demonstrates why we cannot interpret the structures that Europe's pre-Roman
inhabitants built in the landscape, the ways they arranged their settlements and burial sites, or
the complex patterning of their art on the basis of what these things look like to us. Rather, we
must view these objects and visual patterns as they were meant to be seen by the ancient
peoples who fashioned them.
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Although occupied only relatively briefly in the long span of world prehistory, Scandinavia is an
extraordinary laboratory for investigating past human societies. The area was essentially
unoccupied until the end of the last Ice Age when the melting of huge ice sheets left behind a
fresh, barren land surface, which was eventually covered by flora and fauna. The first humans
did not arrive until sometime after 13,500 BCE. The prehistoric remains of human activity in
Scandinavia - much of it remarkably preserved in its bogs, lakes, and fjords - have given
archaeologists a richly detailed portrait of the evolution of human society. In this book, Doug
Price provides an archaeological history of Scandinavia-a land mass comprising the modern
countries of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway-from the arrival of the first humans after the last
Ice Age to the end of the Viking period, ca. AD 1050. Constructed similarly to the author's
previous book, Europe before Rome, Ancient Scandinaviaprovides overviews of each
prehistoric epoch followed by detailed, illustrative examples from the archaeological record. An
engrossing and comprehensive picture emerges of change across the millennia, as human
society evolves from small bands of hunter - gatherers to large farming communities to the
complex warrior cultures of the Bronze and Iron Ages, which culminated in the spectacular rise
of the Vikings. The material evidence of these past societies - arrowheads from reindeer hunts,
megalithic tombs, rock art, beautifully wrought weaponry, Viking warships - give vivid testimony
to the ancient humans who once called home this often unforgiving edge of the inhabitable
world.
The reissue of Joseph and Frances Gies’s classic bestseller on life in medieval villages. This
new reissue of Life in a Medieval Village, by respected historians Joseph and Frances Gies,
paints a lively, convincing portrait of rural people at work and at play in the Middle Ages.
Focusing on the village of Elton, in the English East Midlands, the Gieses detail the agricultural
advances that made communal living possible, explain what domestic life was like for serf and
lord alike, and describe the central role of the church in maintaining social harmony. Though
the main focus is on Elton, c. 1300, the Gieses supply enlightening historical context on the
origin, development, and decline of the European village, itself an invention of the Middle Ages.
Meticulously researched, Life in a Medieval Village is a remarkable account that illustrates the
captivating world of the Middle Ages and demonstrates what it was like to live during a
fascinating—and often misunderstood—era.
The archaeologist-author of The Ancient Celts provides an in-depth account of the fourthcentury B.C. expedition of Pytheas, a Greek explorer who traveled from the Greek colony of
Massalia (Marseille) to the distant lands of northern Europe, including Britain, Denmark, and,
possibly, Iceland.
In this highly illustrated book Barry Cunliffe focuses on the western rim of Europe--the Atlantic
facade--an area stretching from the Straits of Gibraltar to the Isles of Shetland.We are shown
how original and inventive the communities were, and how they maintained their own
distinctive identities often over long spans of time. Covering the period from the Mesolithic
hunter-gatherers, c. 8000 BC, to the voyages of discovery c. AD 1500, he uses this last half
millennium more as a well-studied test case to help the reader better understand what went
before. The beautiful illustrations show how this picturesque part of Europe has many striking
physical similarities. Old hard rocks confront the ocean creating promontories and capes
familiar to sailors throughout the millennia. Land's End, Finistere, Finisterra--until the end of the
fifteenth century this was where the world ended in a turmoil of ocean beyond which there was
nothing. To the people who lived in these remote placesthe sea was their means of
communication and those occupying similar locations were their neighbours. The communities
frequently developed distinctive characteristics intensifying aspects of their culture the more
clearly to distinguish themselves from their in-land neighbours. But there is an added level of
interest here in that the sea provided a vital link with neighbouring remote-place communities
encouraging a commonality of interest and allegiances. Even today the Bretons see
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themselvesas distinct from the French but refer to the Irish, Welsh, and Galicians as their
brothers and cousins. Archaeological evidence from the prehistoric period amply demonstrates
the bonds which developed and intensified between these isolated communities and helped to
maintain a shared but distinctive Atlantic identity.
It frequently feels that there is nothing new to explore on the earth - the most distant places are
visited by TV crews and even tourists. However, the past can also be a foreign country and
recently archaeologists have begun to explore a vast, unknown landscape hidden beneath the
North Sea. Inhabited by early man, this land disappeared beneath the sea when sea levels
rose more than 8000 years ago. This enigmatic landscape, known as Doggerland after the
famous banks in the North Sea, has remained hidden until now. Today, we can map unknown
rivers, hills, lakes and valleys using 3D seismic data originally collected for oil exploration.
Some 23,000 km2 of this 'lost world' (an area equivalent to that of Wales) have now been
revealed. This book tells the exciting story of how this lost country was rediscovered by
archaeology and what the results of new work are telling us about what happened to man
during the last great phase of global warming, when a massive area of Europe was lost as a
consequence of climate change. Although a study of the past, this book demonstrates how
archaeology can provide vital information for the future.
Prehistoric Europe: Theory and Practice provides a comprehensive introduction to the range of
critical contemporary thinking in the study of European prehistory. Presents essays by some of
the most dynamic researchers and leading European scholars in the field today Ranges from
the Neolithic period to the early stages of the Iron Age, and from Ireland and Scandinavia to
the Urals and the Iberian Peninsula
Werner Herzog's 2011 film Cave of Forgotten Dreams, about the painted caves at Chauvet,
France brought a glimpse of Europe's extraordinary prehistory to a popular audience. But
paleolithic cave paintings, stunning as they are, form just a part of a story that begins with the
arrival of the first humans to Europe 1.3 million years ago, and culminates in the achievements
of Greece and Rome. In Europe before Rome, T. Douglas Price takes readers on a guided tour
through dozens of the most important prehistoric sites on the continent, from very recent
discoveries to some of the most famous and puzzling places in the world, like Chauvet,
Stonehenge, and Knossos. This volume focuses on more than 60 sites, organized
chronologically according to their archaeological time period and accompanied by 200
illustrations, including numerous color photographs, maps, and drawings. Our understanding of
prehistoric European archaeology has been almost completely rewritten in the last 25 years
with a series of major findings from virtually every time period, such as Ötzi the Iceman, the
discoveries at Atapuerca, and evidence of a much earlier eruption at Mt. Vesuvius. Many of the
sites explored in the book offer the earliest European evidence we have of the typical features
of human society--tool making, hunting, cooking, burial practices, agriculture, and warfare.
Introductory prologues to each chapter provide context for the wider changes in human
behavior and society in the time period, while the author's concluding remarks offer expert
reflections on the enduring significance of these places. Tracing the evolution of human society
in Europe across more than a million years, Europe before Rome gives readers a vivid portrait
of life for prehistoric man and woman.
Distinguished archaeologist Cunliffe views Europe not in terms of states and shifting political
land boundaries but as a geographical niche particularly favored in facing many seas, in this
history that presents an engaging new understanding of Old Europe.
Europe Between the OceansThemes and Variations : 9000 BC to AD 1000
Connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa, the Mediterranean Sea has been for millennia the place
where religions, economies, and political systems met, clashed, influenced and absorbed one
another. In this brilliant and expansive book, David Abulafia offers a fresh perspective by
focusing on the sea itself: its practical importance for transport and sustenance; its dynamic
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role in the rise and fall of empires; and the remarkable cast of characters-sailors, merchants,
migrants, pirates, pilgrims-who have crossed and re-crossed it. Ranging from prehistory to the
21st century, The Great Sea is above all a history of human interaction. Interweaving major
political and naval developments with the ebb and flow of trade, Abulafia explores how
commercial competition in the Mediterranean created both rivalries and partnerships, with
merchants acting as intermediaries between cultures, trading goods that were as exotic on one
side of the sea as they were commonplace on the other. He stresses the remarkable ability of
Mediterranean cultures to uphold the civilizing ideal of convivencia, "living together." Now
available in paperback, The Great Sea is the definitive account of perhaps the most vibrant
theater of human interaction in history.
Addressing one of the most debated revolutions in the history of our species, the change from
hunting and gathering to farming, this title takes a global view, and integrates an array of
information from archaeology and many other disciplines, including anthropology, botany,
climatology, genetics, linguistics, and zoology.

An Oxford professor of archaeology explores the unique history of magic—the
oldest and most neglected strand of human behavior and its resurgence today
Three great strands of belief run through human history: Religion is the
relationship with one god or many gods, masters of our lives and destinies.
Science distances us from the world, turning us into observers and collectors of
knowledge. And magic is direct human participation in the universe: we have
influence on the world around us, and the world has influence on us. Over the
last few centuries, magic has developed a bad reputation—thanks to the unsavory
tactics of shady practitioners, and to a successful propaganda campaign on the
part of religion and science, which denigrated magic as backward, irrational, and
"primitive." In Magic, however, the Oxford professor of archaeology Chris Gosden
restores magic to its essential place in the history of the world—revealing it to be
an enduring element of human behavior that plays an important role for
individuals and cultures. From the curses and charms of ancient Greek, Roman,
and Jewish magic, to the shamanistic traditions of Eurasia, indigenous America,
and Africa; from the alchemy of the Renaissance to the condemnation of magic in
the colonial period and the mysteries of modern quantum physics—Gosden's
startling, fun, and colorful history supplies a missing chapter of the story of our
civilization. Drawing on decades of research around the world—touching on the
first known horoscope, a statue ordered into exile, and the mystical power of
tattoos—Gosden shows what magic can offer us today, and how we might use it
to rethink our relationship with the world. Magic is an original, singular, and
sweeping work of scholarship, and its revelations will leave a spell on the reader.
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • Hailed by
The Washington Post as “mandatory reading,” and praised by Fareed Zakaria
as “intelligent, compassionate, and revealing,” a powerful journey to help bridge
one of the greatest divides shaping our world today. If the Oceans Were Ink is
Carla Power's eye-opening story of how she and her longtime friend Sheikh
Mohammad Akram Nadwi found a way to confront ugly stereotypes and
persistent misperceptions that were cleaving their communities. Their friendshipbetween a secular American and a madrasa-trained sheikh-had always seemed
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unlikely, but now they were frustrated and bewildered by the battles being fought
in their names. Both knew that a close look at the Quran would reveal a faith that
preached peace and not mass murder; respect for women and not oppression.
And so they embarked on a yearlong journey through the controversial text. A
journalist who grew up in the Midwest and the Middle East, Power offers her
unique vantage point on the Quran's most provocative verses as she debates
with Akram at cafes, family gatherings, and packed lecture halls, conversations
filled with both good humor and powerful insights. Their story takes them to
madrasas in India and pilgrimage sites in Mecca, as they encounter politicians
and jihadis, feminist activists and conservative scholars. Armed with a new
understanding of each other's worldviews, Power and Akram offer eye-opening
perspectives, destroy long-held myths, and reveal startling connections between
worlds that have seemed hopelessly divided for far too long. Praise for If the
Oceans Were Ink “A vibrant tale of a friendship.... If the Oceans Were Ink is a
welcome and nuanced look at Islam [and] goes a long way toward combating the
dehumanizing stereotypes of Muslims that are all too common.... If the Oceans
Were Ink should be mandatory reading for the 52 percent of Americans who
admit to not knowing enough about Muslims.”—The Washington Post “For all
those who wonder what Islam says about war and peace, men and women, Jews
and gentiles, this is the book to read. It is a conversation among well-meaning
friends—intelligent, compassionate, and revealing—the kind that needs to be taking
place around the world.”—Fareed Zakaria, author of The Post-American World
“Carla Power’s intimate portrait of the Quran, told with nuance and great
elegance, captures the extraordinary, living debate over the Muslim holy book’s
very essence. A spirited, compelling read.”—Azadeh Moaveni, author of Lipstick
Jihad “Unique, masterful, and deeply engaging. Carla Power takes the reader on
an extraordinary journey in interfaith understanding as she debates and
discovers the Quran’s message, meaning, and values on peace and violence,
gender and veiling, religious pluralism and tolerance.”—John L. Esposito,
University Professor and Professor of Islamic Studies, Georgetown University,
and author of The Future of Islam “A thoughtful, provocative, intelligent
book.”—Diana Abu-Jaber, author of Birds Of Paradise and The Language of
Baklava
Brings to life fifteen thousand years of human history in a study that follows an
imaginary modern traveler who visits and observes prehistoric communities and
landscapes that laid the foundations of the modern world.
"Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding human history."—Bill Gates In
this "artful, informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of
Books) book, Jared Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and
environmental factors shaped the modern world. Societies that had had a head
start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer stage, and then
developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and
adventured on sea and land to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A
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major advance in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel
chronicles the way that the modern world came to be and stunningly dismantles
racially based theories of human history. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the Phi
Beta Kappa Award in Science, the Rhone-Poulenc Prize, and the Commonwealth
club of California's Gold Medal.
For humans the sea is, and always has been, an alien environment. Ever moving
and ever changing in mood, it is a place without time, in contrast to the land
which is fixed and scarred by human activity giving it a visible history. While the
land is familiar, even reassuring, the sea is unknown and threatening. By taking
to the sea humans put themselves at its mercy. It has often been perceived to be
an alien power teasing and cajoling. The sea may give but it takes. Why, then,
did humans become seafarers? Part of the answer is that we are conditioned by
our genetics to be acquisitive animals: we like to acquire rare materials and we
are eager for esoteric knowledge, and society rewards us well for both. Looking
out to sea most will be curious as to what is out there - a mysterious island
perhaps but what lies beyond? Our innate inquisitiveness drives us to explore.
Barry Cunliffe looks at the development of seafaring on the Mediterranean and
the Atlantic, two contrasting seas — the Mediterranean without a significant tide,
enclosed and soon to become familiar, the Atlantic with its frightening tidal
ranges, an ocean without end. We begin with the Middle Palaeolithic hunter
gatherers in the eastern Mediterranean building simple vessels to make their
remarkable crossing to Crete and we end in the early years of the sixteenth
century with sailors from Spain, Portugal and England establishing the limits of
the ocean from Labrador to Patagonia. The message is that the contest between
humans and the sea has been a driving force, perhaps the driving force, in
human history.
Lisbon had a pivotal role in the history of World War II, though not a gun was
fired there. The only European city in which both the Allies and the Axis power
operated openly, it was temporary home to much of Europe's exiled royalty, over
one million refugees seeking passage to the U.S., and a host of spies, secret
police, captains of industry, bankers, prominent Jews, writers and artists,
escaped POWs, and black marketeers. An operations officer writing in 1944
described the daily scene at Lisbon's airport as being like the movie
“Casablanca,” times twenty. In this riveting narrative, renowned historian Neill
Lochery draws on his relationships with high-level Portuguese contacts, access
to records recently uncovered from Portuguese secret police and banking
archives, and other unpublished documents to offer a revelatory portrait of the
War's back stage. And he tells the story of how Portugal, a relatively poor
European country trying frantically to remain neutral amidst extraordinary
pressures, survived the war not only physically intact but significantly wealthier.
The country's emergence as a prosperous European Union nation would be
financed in part, it turns out, by a cache of Nazi gold.
The Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze Age is a wide-ranging survey of a
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crucial period in prehistory during which many social, economic, and
technological changes took place. Written by expert specialists in the field, the
book provides coverage both of the themes that characterize the period, and of
the specific developments that took place in the various countries of Europe.
After an introduction and a discussion of chronology, successive chapters deal
with settlement studies, burial analysis, hoards and hoarding, monumentality,
rock art, cosmology, gender, and trade, as well as a series of articles on specific
technologies and crafts (such as transport, metals, glass, salt, textiles, and
weighing). The second half of the book covers each country in turn. From Ireland
to Russia, Scandinavia to Sicily, every area is considered, and up to date
information on important recent finds is discussed in detail. The book is the first
to consider the whole of the European Bronze Age in both geographical and
thematic terms, and will be the standard book on the subject for the foreseeable
future.
A treasure hunt that uncovers the secrets of one of the world’s great civilizations,
revealing dramatic proof of the extreme sophistication of the Celts, and their
creation of the earliest accurate map of the world. Fifty generations ago the
cultural empire of the Celts stretched from the Black Sea to Ireland and the
Highlands of Scotland. In six hundred years, the Celts had produced some of the
finest artistic and scientific masterpieces of the ancient world. In 58 BC, Julius
Caesar marched over the Alps, bringing slavery and genocide to western Europe.
Within eight years the Celts of what is now France were utterly annihilated, and in
another hundred years the Romans had overrun Britain. It is astonishing how
little remains of this great civilization. While planning a bicycling trip along the
Heraklean Way, the ancient route from Portugal to the Alps, Graham Robb
discovered a door to that forgotten world—a beautiful and precise pattern of towns
and holy places based on astronomical and geometrical measurements: this was
the three-dimensional “Middle Earth” of the Celts. As coordinates and
coincidences revealed themselves across the continent, a map of the Celtic world
emerged as a miraculously preserved archival document. Robb—“one of the more
unusual and appealing historians currently striding the planet” (New York
Times)—here reveals the ancient secrets of the Celts, demonstrates the lasting
influence of Druid science, and recharts the exploration of the world and the
spread of Christianity. A pioneering history grounded in a real-life historical
treasure hunt, The Discovery of Middle Earth offers nothing less than an entirely
new understanding of the birth of modern Europe.
For decades, the prevailing sentiment was that, since geography is
unchangeable, there is no reason why public policies should take it into account.
In fact, charges that geographic interpretations of development were
deterministic, or even racist, made the subject a virtual taboo in academic and
policymaking circles alike. 'Is Geography Destiny?' challenges that premise and
joins a growing body of literature studying the links between geography and
development. Focusing on Latin America, the book argues that based on a better
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understanding of geography, public policy can help control or channel its
influence toward the goals of economic and social development.
Describes how the average individual lived during the Middle Ages, from their
social and familial interactions to their beliefs about spirituality, nature, and
culture.
Clive Gamble's overview of Palaeolithic societies, building on his The Palaeolithic
Settlement of Europe (1986).
Modern-day archaeological discoveries in the Near East continue to illuminate
man's understanding of the ancient world. This illustrated handbook describes
the culture, history, and people of Mesopotamia, as well as their struggle for
survival and happiness.
"Originally published in Great Britain by Macmillan, an imprint of Pan Macmillan,
a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited, London, in 2014, and subsequently
published in hardcover in the United States by Pantheon Books, a division of
Penguin Random House LLC, in 2015"--Title page verso.
Tsong kha pa (14th-century) is arguably the most important and influential
philosopher in Tibetan history. An Ocean of Reasoning is the most extensive and
perhaps the deepest extant commentary on Nagarjuna's Mulamadhyamakakarika
(Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way), and it can be argued that it is
impossible to discuss Nagarjuna's work in an informed way without consulting it.
It discusses alternative readings of the text and prior commentaries and provides
a detailed exegesis, constituting a systematic presentation of Madhyamaka
Buddhist philosophy. Despite its central importance, however, of Tsong kha pa's
three most important texts, only An Ocean of Reasoning remains untranslated,
perhaps because it is both philosophically and linguistically challenging,
demanding a rare combination of abilities on the part of a translator. Jay Garfield
and Ngawang Samten bring the requisite skills to this difficult task, combining
between them expertise in Western and Indian philosophy, and fluency in
Tibetan, Sanskrit, and English. The resulting translation of this important text will
not only be a landmark contribution to the scholarship of Indian and Tibetan
Buddhism, but will serve as a valuable companion volume to Jay Garfield's highly
successful translation of The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way.
Impressive in every sense, this hugely ambitious and assured book takes as its
subject the entire history of the British Isles from the end of the last Ice Age and
their physical emergence as islands all the way down to the Norman Conquest.
Barry Cunliffe's magisterial narrative is abetted by correspondingly high
production values, and whilst complex ideas are explained with admirable clarity,
making the book an ideal introduction to Britain's prehistory and early history,
there would be plenty here for the most seasoned professional to enjoy and profit
from. Cunliffe kicks off with an examination of the ways in which our ancestors
have conceived the distant past, from medieval myths to the dawn of modern
archaeology. The remainder of the book is roughly chronological in structure.
Prominent themes include the 'problem of origins', where Cunliffe's own research
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has been of such significance (the Celtic from the west hypothesis is synthesised
here with concision and flair), and the importance of communication, connectivity
and cultural transmission is emphasised throughout, with the Channel, the
Atlantic and the North Sea seen as highways linking Britain and Ireland to the
continent and building up an ongoing narrative which is anything but narrowly
insular.
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