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For firefights in the swamps, ambushes in the jungle, or just
facing the enemy dead-on, Recondo trained LRRPs to win.
They will never be able to duplicate the 5th Special Forces
Recondo School and the training that gave its grads
something they desperately needed—the skills to survive Long
Range Patrol missions in the jungle that NVA considered its
own. Vietman veteran Larry Chambers vividly describes the
grit and courage it took to pass the tough volunteer-only
training program in Nha Trang and the harrowing graduation
mission to scout out, locate, and out-guerrilla the NVA. Here
is an unforgettable account that follows Chambers and the
Rangers every step of the way—from joining, going through
Recondo, and finally leading his own team on white-knuckle
missions through the deadly jungles of Vietnam. “I made this
book mandatory reading for my Rangers. . . . We went from
the worst platoon in the regiment to the best platoon in six
months. In training we'd get to the objective so fast they had
to hold us back.”—U.S. Army Master Sergeant H. “Max”
Mullen Ret. 75th Ranger Regiment
On his first combat assignment, Cornett accompanied the
Vietnamese Rangers on a search-and-destroy mission near
Khe Sang. There he gained entree into a culture that he
would ultimately respect greatly and admire deeply. Cornett's
most challenging military duty began when he joined the
Phoenix Program. As part of AK squad, he dressed in enemy
uniform and roamed the deadly Central Highlands, capturing
high-ranking VC officers in hot firefights and ambushes. It
was there, deep in enemy territory, where the smallest
mistake meant sudden death, that the Vietnamese fighting
men earned his utmost respect. While offering rare glimpses
Page 1/19

Read Online Blood Trails The Combat Diary Of A
Foot Soldier In Vietnam
of an aspect of the war most of the military and media never
saw, Cornett tells the full, gut-wrenching story of his Vietnam.
He also gives an unsparing view of himself - telling a no-holdsbarred story of an American soldier who made sacrifices far
beyond the call of duty . . . a soldier who, in defiance of the
U.S. government, refused to turn his back on the Vietnamese.
A long ago war - still relevant today. Misunderstanding
remains, and a lot is still unknown, of the Vietnam War. The
Complete Idiot's Guide® to the Vietnam War, Second Edition
provides an updated and revised guide giving readers the
facts. It assesses policies and the reasons for them, shedding
light on the controversies regarding the Vietnam War, what
has been called the most complicated armed conflict of the
20th century. It offers: ?A big-picture look at the politics,
public figures, and history of the war in Southeast Asia
?Present-tense relevance of Vietnam to the current wars in
which the United States, and the rest of the world, is involved
?Clarification of details for those who lived through it and an
explanation for younger generations
Focuses on a crucial two-day battle in Vietnam that was also
marked by an ill-fated protest by University of Wisconsin
students at the Dow Chemical Company, in an hour-by-hour
narrative.
Blood TrailsThe Combat Diary of a Foot Soldier in
VietnamPresidio Press
The memoir of a man who spent most of his career facing
death. For UDT/SEAL team member Gary R. Smith, just
being part of an elite military organization wasn’t enough—he
had to be in the thick of the action. Because in bloody, violent
Vietnam he learned there’s no stronger bond than the one
forged in the gut-wrenching chaos of combat. During
ambushes, PRU combat patrols, and extractions from hot
LZs, Smith depended on the courage and sacrifice of his
fellow SEALs, who time and again placed their own lives on
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the line so that he might survive. In Master Chief, Gary Smith
covers his fifth tour in Vietnam and his rise to the highest
enlisted rank, master chief petty officer. Characteristically,
Smith holds nothing back when describing life during wartime
in one of the world’s toughest fighting units. Based on the
author's own experience, as well as his own and others’
diaries, letters, and documents, and on extensive interviews,
Master Chief is an outstanding memoir of a warrior who
answered the call to arms when his country needed him.
The author offers a day-to-day account of his life with the elite
L Company Rangers of the 101st Airborne Division, a longrange reconnaissance patrol unit, and their operations during
the height of combat.
SNAKES, VIPERS, CROCS, SHARKS, AND THE VC With
257 combat missions in Vietnam under his belt, Gary Smith is
a living witness to the realities of Naval Special Warfare. He
worked with some of the toughest and most highly motivated
men in the world, executing missions in the murderous terrain
of Rung Sat Special Zone and Dung Island. The key to their
success: go where no ordinary soldier would go and no VC
would expect them. Though death reigned as king in the
jungles of Vietnam, Gary Smith considered it a privilege and
an honor to serve under the officers and with the men of
Underwater Demolition Team Twelve and SEAL Team 1.
Because he and his teammates, trained to the max, gave
each other the courage to attain the unattainable . . . .
This book critically examines the Western approach to
counter-insurgency in the post-colonial era and offers a series
of recommendations to address current shortfalls. The author
argues that current approaches to countering insurgency rely
too heavily on conflicts from the post-World War II years of
waning colonialism. Campaigns conducted over half a century
ago – Malaya, Aden, and Kenya among them – remain
primary sources on which the United States, British,
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Australian, and other militaries build their guidance for dealing
with insurgent threats, this though both the character of those
threats and the conflict environment are significantly different
than was the case in those earlier years. This book addresses
the resulting inconsistencies by offering insights, analysis,
and recommendations drawn from campaigns more
applicable to counter-insurgency today. Eight post-colonial
conflicts; to include Northern Ireland, Sierra Leone, Colombia
and Iraq; provide the basis for analysis. All are examples in
which counterinsurgents attained or continue to demonstrate
considerable progress when taking on enterprises better
known for disaster and disappointment. Recommendations
resulting from these analyses challenge entrenched beliefs to
serve as the impetus for essential change. Rethinking
Western Approaches to Counterinsurgency will be of much
interest to students of counter-insurgencies, military and
strategic studies, security studies and IR in general.
Daring missions. Dangerous rescues. Deadly accuracy. Many
pilots never made it out of 'Nam. This one did. Highly
decorated Col. Bob Stoffey-- a Marine Corps pilot for over
twenty-five years, who served multiple tours in Vietnam-- has
seen and done it all. Cleared Hot! is his story-- a fast-paced,
high-casualty flight into heart-stopping danger. Full of vivid
detail, this combat diary uncovers the real heroes of the
Vietnam War, the behind-the-scenes Marine Corps pilots who
helped our boys return home...then went back for more.
Includes eight pages of heroic photographs!
He looks like the boy next door. He could be the young man
dating your daughter or sister. He could be the boy who cuts
your lawn. He considers himself an artist, creating twisted art
using human canvases. Leaving a trail of once beautiful, but
now shattered female bodies in his wake, he always stays
one step ahead of the police. He is highly organized. He is
highly motivated. He has been operating with impunity for
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years. He does not believe he can be caught. And the body
count is rising...
The Vietnam War's influence on politics, foreign policy, and
subsequent military campaigns is the center of much debate
and analysis. But the impact on veterans across the globe, as
well as the war's effects on individual lives and communities,
is a largely neglected issue. As a consequence of cultural and
legal barriers, the oral histories of the Vietnam War currently
available in English are predictably one-sided, providing
limited insight into the inner workings of the Communist
nations that participated in the war. Furthermore, many of
these accounts focus on combat experiences rather than the
backgrounds, belief systems, and social experiences of
interviewees, resulting in an incomplete historiography of the
war. Chinese native Xiaobing Li corrects this oversight in
Voices from the Vietnam War: Stories from American, Asian,
and Russian Veterans. Li spent seven years gathering
hundreds of personal accounts from survivors of the war,
accounts that span continents, nationalities, and political
affiliations. The twenty-two intimate stories in the book feature
the experiences of American, Chinese, Russian, Korean, and
North and South Vietnamese veterans, representing the
views of both anti-Communist and Communist participants,
including Chinese officers of the PLA, a Russian missiletraining instructor, and a KGB spy. These narratives
humanize and contextualize the war's events while shedding
light on aspects of the war previously unknown to Western
scholars. Providing fresh perspectives on a long-discussed
topic, Voices from the Vietnam War offers a thorough and
unique understanding of America's longest war.
"ONE OF THE BEST VIETNAM WAR STORIES I'VE EVER
READ, one damn good, compelling read. It's almost
something out of a Clancy novel, yet it's true. The best thing I
can say about it is I didn't want it to end." --Col. David
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Hackworth, New York Times bestselling author of About Face
By the spring of 1970, American troops were ordered to pull
out of Vietnam. The Marines of 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel "Wild Bill"
Drumright, were assigned to cover the withdrawal of 1st
Marine Division. The Marines of 1st RECON Bn operated in
teams of six or seven men. Heavily armed, the teams fought
a multitude of bitter engagements with a numerically superior
and increasingly aggressive enemy. Michael C. Hodgins
served in Company C, 1st RECON Bn (Rein), as a platoon
leader. In powerful, graphic prose, he chronicles his
experience as a patrol leader in myriad combat
situations--from hasty ambush to emergency extraction to
prisoner snatch to combined-arms ambush. . . . "THIS
MEMOIR IS GRIPPING." --American Way
Relates the experiences of a forward air controller in the
Vietnam War, from directing air strikes in Cambodia to
locating North Vietnamese supply stores for intelligence
agencies, in an intriguing firsthand account that has been
updated to include new recently declassified material.
Reissue.
Includes the Aerial Warfare In Europe During World War II
illustrations pack with over 180 maps, plans, and photos. Gen
Henry H. “Hap.” Arnold, US Army Air Forces (AAF) Chief of
Staff during World War II, maintained diaries for his several
journeys to various meetings and conferences throughout the
conflict. Volume 1 introduces Hap Arnold, the setting for five
of his journeys, the diaries he kept, and evaluations of those
journeys and their consequences. General Arnold’s travels
brought him into strategy meetings and personal
conversations with virtually all leaders of Allied forces as well
as many AAF troops around the world. He recorded his
impressions, feelings, and expectations in his diaries. Maj
Gen John W. Huston, USAF, retired, has captured the
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essence of Henry H. Hap Arnold—the man, the officer, the
AAF chief, and his mission. Volume 2 encompasses General
Arnold’s final seven journeys and the diaries he kept therein.
In 1967, the North Vietnamese launched a series of
offensives in the Central Highlands along the border with
South Vietnam—a strategic move intended to draw U.S. and
South Vietnamese forces away from major cities before the
Tet Offensive. A series of bloody engagements known as
“the border battles” followed, with the principle action taking
place at Dak To. Drawing on the writings of key figures,
veterans’ memoirs and the author’s records from two tours
in Vietnam, this book merges official history with the
recollections of those who were there, revealing previously
unpublished details of these decisive battles.

The term “friendly fire” was coined in the 1970s but
the theme appears in literature from ancient times to
the present. It begins the narrative in Aeschylus’s
Persians and Larry Heinemann’s Paco’s Story. It
marks the turning point in Homer’s Iliad, Virgil’s
Aeneid, the Chanson de Roland, Stephen Crane’s
The Red Badge of Courage and Tim O’Brien’s
Going After Cacciato. It is the subject of
transformative disclosure in Jaan Kross’s Czar’s
Madman, Ron Kovic’s Born on the Fourth of July,
O’Brien’s In the Lake of the Woods and A.B.
Yehoshua’s Friendly Fire. In some stories, events
propel the characters into a friendly-fire catastrophe,
as in Thomas Taylor’s A Piece of this Country and
Oliver Stone’s 1986 film Platoon. This study
examines friendly fire in a broad range of literary
contexts.
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This first-ever collection of guilty pleasures from the
American Diabetes Association and author Jackie
Mills proves that people with diabetes never have to
say no to dessert again. Packed with familiar
favorites and some delicious new surprises, The Big
Book of Diabetic Desserts has over 150 tantalizing
treats that will satisfy any sweet tooth.
“The best damned book from the point of view of the
infantrymen who fought there.”—Army Times Among
the best books ever written about men in combat,
The Killing Zone tells the story of the platoon of Delta
One-six, capturing what it meant to face lethal
danger, to follow orders, and to search for the
conviction and then the hope that this war was worth
the sacrifice. The book includes a new chapter on
what happened to the platoon members when they
came home.
In three straight years he was a paratropper, and
army seaman, and a LRRP—and he lived to tell about
it. As an FNG paratrooper in the 173d Airborne, John
Leppelman made that unit's only combat jump in
Vietnam. Then he spent months in fruitless search of
the enemy, watching as his buddies died because of
poor leadership and lousy weapons. Often it seemed
the only way out of the carnage in the Central
highlands was in a body bag. But Leppelman did get
out, transferring first to the army's riverboats and
then the all-volunteer Rangers, one of the ballsiest
units in the war. In three tours of duty, that ended
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only when malaria forced him back to the States,
Leppelman saw the war as few others did, a Vietnam
that many American boys didn't live to tell about, but
whose valor and sacrifice survive on these pages.
The sequel to Marine Sniper: 93 Confirmed Kills
continues the story of U.S. Marine Corps sniper
Carlos Hathcock and his accomplishments as a
veteran of the Vietnam War, detailing his most
difficult and dangerous missions. Reprint.
A withdrawn adolescent boy's initiation into the
occult draws him ever deeper into the bizarre world
of witchcraft, voodoo, and satanism until, at age
sixteen, he commits suicide.
War stories are mostly innocent fables and
understood as such by both the teller and the hearer.
However, they have long been used for political and
national purposes, and those about the war in
Vietnam were no exception, as painfully evidenced
in the 2004 presidential campaign. John Kerry
campaigned as a war hero. His opponents cast him
as a liar and a traitor and their war story prevailed.
""War Stories"" delves into the myths associated with
the Vietnam veteran s experience and looks at them
through the war stories they told and continue to tell.
Kulik conducts an extremely thorough review of the
Vietnam literature and interviews participants
wherever possible, poking holes in the war myths of
people throughout the political spectrum. War
Stories discusses how returning Vietnam vets were
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treated and delves into the myths that atrocities were
commonplace, that all veterans of that war suffer
from PTSD, and that all are guilt ridden. Kulik s
research and analysis of such stories lies at the
heart of this book s originality and provides a new
perspective on the Vietnam War for scholars,
students, and general readers. His purpose in
exposing such stories is not to deny or minimize
American war crimes in Vietnam but to cut through
the cant of false stories so that we retain our outrage
at those that are true. As we are faced with future
war stories from Iraq and Afghanistan and their likely
exploitation, the moral stance and the lessons
learned in this book will be especially important."
A memoir of the experiences of Bravo Company, 3rd
Battalion, 25th Infantry Division during the Vietnam
War provides a close-up look at the operation of
Hemphill's platoon, including their activities during
the 1968 Tet Offensive.
Brigadier Jasbir Singh's Combat Diary enlists the history,
the wars, the achievements and the various
accomplishments of the 4/19 Hyderabad Regiment and
brings to the common reader a picturesque account of a
glorious regiment, through the various campaigns in the
two World Wars under British rule in India.
The men who served with in the 1st Infantry Division with
F company, 52nd Infantry, (LRP) later redesignated as
Company I, 75th Infantry (Ranger) --engaged in some of
the fiercest, bloodiest fighting during the Vietnam War,
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suffering a greater relative aggregate of casualties that
any other LRRP/LRP/ Ranger company. Their base was
Lai Khe, within hailing distance of the Vietcong central
headquarters, a mile inside Cambodia, with its vast
stockpiles of weapons and thousands of transient VC
and NVA soldiers. Recondo-qualified Bill Goshen was
there, and has written the first account of these battlehardened soldiers. As the eyes and ears of the Big Red
One, the 1st Infantry, these hunter/killer teams of only six
men instered deep inside enemy territory had to survive
by their wits, or suffer the deadly consequences. Goshen
himself barely escaped with his life in a virtual suicide
mission that destroyed half his team. His gripping
narrative recaptures the raw courage and sacrifice of
American soldiers fighting a savage war of survival: men
of all colors, from all walks of life, warriors bonded by
triumph and tragedy, by life and death. They served
proudly in Vietnam, and their stories need to be told.
"The 2nd Battalion of the 7th Cavalry had the dubious
distinction of being the unit that had fought the biggest
battle of the war to date, and had suffered the worst
casualties. We and the 1st Battalion." A Yale graduate
who volunteered to serve his country, Larry Gwin was
only twenty-three years old when he arrived in Vietnam
in 1965. After a brief stint in the Delta, Gwin was
reassigned to the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in An
Khe. There, in the hotly contested Central Highlands, he
served almost nine months as executive officer for Alpha
Company, 2/7, fighting against crack NVA troops in
some of the war's most horrific battles. The bloodiest
conflict of all began November 12, 1965, after 2nd
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Battalion was flown into the Ia Drang Valley west of
Pleiku. Acting as point, Alpha Company spearheaded the
battalion's march to landing zone Albany for pickup, not
knowing they were walking into the killing zone of an
NVA ambush that would cost them 10 percent
casualties. Gwin spares no one, including himself, in his
gut-wrenching account of the agony of war. Through the
stench of death and the acrid smell of napalm, he
chronicles the Vietnam War in all its nightmarish horror.
Feuer has fine-tuned our understanding of the SpanishAmerican War and the Philippine Insurrection by
unearthing and publishing for the first time an illuminating
combat diary. . . . Serious students of American military
history will appreciate the opportunity to compare nearly
a century of changing interpretations with a most
valuable primary source. The editor of the Bilibid Diary,
Feuer has once again rendered conspicious service to
the historical profession. Barry F. Machado Professor of
History Washington and Lee University The story of the
Old Army as revealed through the eyes of Colonel Jacob
Kreps, this book dramatically portrays life in action with
the U.S. Infantry on the Western frontier, in the SpanishAmerican War, and in the Philippine Insurrection.
Drawing on the first hand accounts preserved in the diary
of Kreps, who served for more than 30 years with the
U.S. Twenty-second Infantry Regiment, A. B. Feuer
details the hardships endured by the soldiers in combat
action. Feuer recounts the experiences of the
distinguished U.S. Twenty-second Infantry Regiment
beginning in 1883. He also discusses numerous other
U.S. Army units--infantry, cavalry, artillery, engineering,
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medical, quartermaster and signal--and offers important
data on the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps. Some of
the accounts, such as that of the Pasig River battle and
the Mindanao campaign, fill in missing chapters in the
chronicles of war history. This book, which includes
original maps and photographs, is valuable to anyone
interested in military history.
A Bionic, a Mutant, and a Geek are forced by their
Keepers to team up and prepare to take back the ruined
world. Throughout their training, these teens are led to
believe that not everything is as it seems.
250 years ago, Ascalon burned . . . Desperate to defend
his land from advancing hordes of bestial charr, King
Adelbern summoned the all-powerful Foefire to repel the
invaders. But magic can be a double-edged sword—the
Foefire burned both charr and human alike. While the
charr corpses smoldered, the slain Ascalonians arose
again, transformed by their king’s rage into ghostly
protectors and charged with guarding the realm . . .
forever. The once mighty kingdom became a haunted
shadow of its former glory. Centuries later, the
descendants of Ascalon, exiled to the nation of Kryta, are
besieged on all sides. To save humankind, Queen
Jennah seeks to negotiate a treaty with the hated charr.
But one obstacle remains. The charr legions won’t sign
the truce until their most prized possession, the Claw of
the Khan-Ur,is returned from the ruins of fallen Ascalon.
Now a mismatched band of adventurers, each plagued
by ghosts of their own, sets forth into a haunted, war-torn
land to retrieve the Claw. Without the artifact, there is no
hope for peace between human and charr—but the
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undead king who rules Ascalon won’t give it up easily,
and not everyone wants peace!
Beginning with the birth of combat aircraft in World War I
and the early attempts to rescue warriors trapped behind
enemy lines, Leave No Man Behind chronicles in depth
nearly one hundred years of combat search and rescue
(CSAR). All major U.S. combat operations from World
War II to the early years of the Iraq War are covered,
including previously classified missions and several
Medal-of-Honor-winning operations. Authors George
Galdorisi and Tom Phillips (both veteran U.S. Navy
helicopter pilots) highlight individual acts of heroism
while telling the big-picture story of the creation and
development of modern CSAR. Although individual
missions have their successes and failures, CSAR, as an
institution, would seem beyond reproach, an obvious
necessity. The organizational history of CSAR, however,
is not entirely positive. The armed services, particularly
the U.S. Air Force and Navy, have a tendency to cut
CSAR at the end of a conflict, leaving no infrastructure
prepared for the next time that the brave men and
women of our armed forces find themselves behind
enemy lines. The final chapter has not yet been written
for U.S. combat search and rescue, but in view of the lifesaving potential of these forces, an open and forthright
review of U.S. military CSAR plans and policies is long
overdue. Beyond the exciting stories of heroic victories
and heartrending defeats, Leave No Man Behind
stimulates debate on this important subject.
THIS GUT-WRENCHING FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF
THE WAR IS A CLASSIC IN THE ANNALS OF
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VIETNAM LITERATURE. "Guns up!" was the battle cry
that sent machine gunners racing forward with their
M60s to mow down the enemy, hoping that this wasn't
the day they would meet their deaths. Marine Johnnie
Clark heard that the life expectancy of a machine gunner
in Vietnam was seven to ten seconds after a firefight
began. Johnnie was only eighteen when he got there, at
the height of the bloody Tet Offensive at Hue, and he
quickly realized the grim statistic held a chilling truth. The
Marines who fought and bled and died were ordinary
men, many still teenagers, but the selfless bravery they
showed day after day in a nightmarish jungle war made
them true heroes. This new edition of Guns Up!, filled
with photographs and updated information about those
harrowing battles, also contains the real names of these
extraordinary warriors and details of their lives after the
war. The book's continuing success is a tribute to the
raw courage and sacrifice of the United States Marines.
From the author of Da Nang Diary: A military history of the
Battle of Hamburger Hill and other fights between the NVA
and the US and its Vietnamese allies. Throughout the
Vietnam War, one focal point persisted where the Viet Cong
guerrillas and Army of the Republic of Viet Nam (ARVN) were
not a major factor, but where the trained professionals of the
North Vietnamese and US armies repeatedly fought head-tohead. A Shau Valor is a thorough study of nine years of
American combat operations encompassing the crucial
frontier valley and a fifteen-mile radius around it?the most
deadly killing ground of the entire war. Beginning in 1963,
Special Forces A-teams established camps along the valley
floor, followed by a number of top-secret Project Delta
reconnaissance missions through 1967. Then, US Army and
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Marine Corps maneuver battalions engaged in a series of
sometimes-controversial thrusts into the A Shau, designed to
disrupt NVA infiltrations and to kill enemy soldiers, part of
what came to be known as Westmoreland’s “war of
attrition.” The various campaigns included Operation Pirous
(1967); Operations Delaware and Somerset Plain (1968); and
Operations Dewey Canyon, Massachusetts Striker, and
Apache Snow (1969)?which included the infamous battle for
Hamburger Hill?culminating with Operation Texas Star and
the vicious fight for and humiliating evacuation of Fire Support
Base Ripcord in the summer of 1970, the last major US battle
of the war. By 1971, the fighting had once again shifted to the
realm of small Special Forces reconnaissance teams
assigned to the ultra-secret Studies and Observations Group
(SOG). Other works have focused on individual battles or
units, but A Shau Valor is the first to study the campaign?for
all its courage and sacrifice?chronologically and within the
context of other historical, political, and cultural events.
For Southeast Asia, the Vietnam War altered forever the
history, topography, people, economy, and politics of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV), the Republic of
Vietnam (RVN), Cambodia, and Laos. That the war was
controversial is an understatement as is the notion that the
war can be understood from any one perspective. One way of
understanding the Vietnam War is by marking its time with
turning points, both major and minor, that involved events or
decisions that helped to influence its course in the years to
follow. By examining a few of these turning points, an
organizational framework takes shape that makes
understanding the war more possible. Historical Dictionary of
the War in Vietnam emphasizes the international nature of
the war, as well as provide a greater understanding of the
long scope of the conflict. The major events associated with
the war will serve as the foundation of the book while
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additional entries will explore the military, diplomatic, political,
social, and cultural events that made the war unique. While
military subjects will be fully explored, there will be greater
attention to other aspects of the war. All of this is done
through a chronology, an introductory essay, an extensive
bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary
entries. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the
Vietnam War.
In 2014, the US marks the 50th anniversary of the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution, the basis for the Johnson administration’s
escalation of American military involvement in Southeast Asia
and war against North Vietnam. Vietnam War Slang outlines
the context behind the slang used by members of the United
States Armed Forces during the Vietnam War. Troops facing
and inflicting death display a high degree of linguistic
creativity. Vietnam was the last American war fought by an
army with conscripts, and their involuntary participation in the
war added a dimension to the language. War has always
been an incubator for slang; it is brutal, and brutality demands
a vocabulary to describe what we don’t encounter in
peacetime civilian life. Furthermore, such language serves to
create an intense bond between comrades in the armed
forces, helping them to support the heavy burdens of war.
The troops in Vietnam faced the usual demands of war, as
well as several that were unique to Vietnam – a murky
political basis for the war, widespread corruption in the ruling
government, untraditional guerilla warfare, an unpredictable
civilian population in Vietnam, and a growing lack of popular
support for the war back in the US. For all these reasons, the
language of those who fought in Vietnam was a vivid
reflection of life in wartime. Vietnam War Slang lays out the
definitive record of the lexicon of Americans who fought in the
Vietnam War. Assuming no prior knowledge, it presents
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around 2000 headwords, with each entry divided into sections
giving parts of speech, definitions, glosses, the countries of
origin, dates of earliest known citations, and citations. It will
be an essential resource for Vietnam veterans and their
families, students and readers of history, and anyone
interested in the principles underpinning the development of
slang.
No one in Vietnam had to tell door gunner and gunship crew
chief Al Sever that the odds didn’t look good. He volunteered
for the job well aware that hanging out of slow-moving
choppers over hot LZs blazing with enemy fire was not
conducive to a long life. But that wasn’t going to stop
Specialist Sever. From Da Nang to Cu Chi and the Mekong
Delta, Sever spent thirty-one months in Vietnam, fighting in
eleven of the war’s sixteen campaigns. Every morning when
his gunship lifted off, often to the clacking and muzzle flashes
of AK-47s hidden in the dawn fog, Sever knew he might not
return. This raw, gritty, gut-wrenching firsthand account of
American boys fighting and dying in Vietnam captures all the
hell, horror, and heroism of that tragic war.
This is the story of rescue in the steamy, bloody jungles of
Vietnam. First as peter pilot and then as full-fledged aircraft
commander, W.T. Grant routinely flew McGuire rig extractions
under enemy fire, inserts into combat zones exploding with
mortar shells, and night operations in the enemy-infested A
Shau Valley. Though the 17th Assault Helicopter Company
eventually became B Compnay, 101st Aviation Battalion, the
Kingsmen will always be remembered for their courage....
From the Paperback edition.
Helicopter pilots in Vietnam kidded one another about being
nothing but glorified bus drivers. But these "rotor heads"
saved thousands of American lives while performing what the
Army classified as the most dangerous job it had to offer. One
in eighteen did not return home. Tom A. Johnson flew the
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UH-1 "Iroquois" -- better known as the "Huey" -- in the 229th
Assault Helicopter Battalion of the First Air Cavalry Division.
From June 1967 through June 1968, he accumulated an
astonishing 1,600 flying hours (1,150 combat and 450
noncombat). His battalion was one of the most highly
decorated units in the Vietnam War and, as part of the
famous First Air Cavalry Division, helped redefine modern
warfare. With tremendous flying skill, Johnson survived
rescue missions and key battles that included those for Hue
and Khe Sanh and operations in the A Shau and Song Re
valleys, while many of his comrades did not. His heartfelt and
riveting memoir will strike a chord with any soldier who ever
flew in the ubiquitous Huey and any reader with an interest in
how the Vietnam War was really fought.
BAPTISM BY FIRE Chris Ronnau volunteered for the Army
and was sent to Vietnam in January 1967, armed with an
M-14 rifle and American Express traveler’s checks. But the
latter soon proved particularly pointless as the private first
class found himself in the thick of two pivotal, fiercely fought
Big Red One operations, going head-to-head against crack
Viet cong and NVA troops in the notorious Iron Triangle and
along the treacherous Cambodian border near Tay Ninh.
Patrols, ambushes, plunging down VC tunnels, search and
destroy missions–there were many ways to drive the enemy
from his own backyard, as Ronnau quickly discovered. Based
on the journal Ronnau kept in Vietnam, Blood Trails captures
the hellish jungle war in all its stark life-and-death immediacy.
This wrenching chronicle is also stirring testimony to the quiet
courage of those unsung American heroes, many not yet
twenty-one, who had a job to do and did it without
complaint–fighting, sacrificing, and dying for their country.
Includes sixteen pages of rare and never-before-seen combat
photos
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