Download Ebook Bleeding Kansas Contested Liberty In The Civil War Era

Bleeding Kansas Contested Liberty In The Civil War
Era
The pious late-twentieth-century descendants of anti-slavery emigrants worry about
maintaining religious superiority over a rival family while launching an active
harassment campaign against a Wiccan newcomer, an effort that is challenged by a
young man's military service and the birth of a promising cow. 150,000 first printing.
Using family letters, this book traces three generations of a family of abolitionists,
women doctors, ranchers, and Indian traders. The Wattles-Faunce-Wetherill family left
an important written legacy of the struggle against slavery, life in the Civil War, the
experiences of some of the first women to be doctors in America, and the trials of
western settlement.
Frederick Douglass and George Fitzhugh disagreed on virtually every major issue of
the day. On slavery, women's rights, and the preservation of the Union their opinions
were diametrically opposed. Where Douglass thundered against the evils of slavery,
Fitzhugh counted its many alleged blessings in ways that would make modern readers
cringe. What then could the leading abolitionist of the day and the most prominent
southern proslavery intellectual possibly have in common? According to David F.
Ericson, the answer is as surprising as it is simple; liberalism. In The Debate Over
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Slavery David F. Ericson makes the controversial argument that despite their many
ostensible differences, most Northern abolitionists and Southern defenders of slavery
shared many common commitments: to liberal principles; to the nation; to the nation's
special mission in history; and to secular progress. He analyzes, side-by-side, pro and
antislavery thinkers such as Lydia Marie Child, Frederick Douglass, Wendell Phillips,
Thomas R. Dew, and James Fitzhugh to demonstrate the links between their very
different ideas and to show how, operating from liberal principles, they came to such
radically different conclusions. His raises disturbing questions about liberalism that
historians, philosophers, and political scientists cannot afford to ignore.
For decades, historians have debated the meaning and significance of Confederate
nationalism and the role it played in the outcome of the Civil War. Yet they have paid
little attention to the actual development and content of this Confederate ideology. In
The Creation of Confederate Nationalism, Drew Gilpin Faust argues that coming to a
fuller understanding of southern thought during the Civil War period offers a valuable
refraction of the essential assumptions on which the Old South and the Confederacy
were built. She shows the benefits of exploring Confederate nationalism “as the
South’s commentary upon itself, as its effort to represent southern culture to the world
at large, to history, and perhaps most revealingly, to its own people.”
A town at the center of the United States becomes the site of an ongoing struggle for
freedom and equality. In May, 1854, Massachusetts was in an uproar. A judge, bound
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by the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, had just ordered a young African American man
who had escaped from slavery in Virginia and settled in Boston to be returned to
bondage in the South. An estimated fifty thousand citizens rioted in protest. Observing
the scene was Amos Adams Lawrence, a wealthy Bostonian, who “waked up a stark
mad Abolitionist.” As quickly as Lawrence waked up, he combined his fortune and his
energy with others to create the New England Emigrant Aid Company to encourage
abolitionists to emigrate to Kansas to ensure that it would be a free state. The town that
came to bear Lawrence’s name became the battleground for the soul of America, with
abolitionists battling pro-slavery Missourians who were determined to make Kansas a
slave state. The onset of the Civil War only escalated the violence, leading to the
infamous raid of William Clarke Quantrill when he led a band of vicious Confederates
(including Frank James, whose brother Jesse would soon join them) into town and
killed two hundred men and boys. Stark Mad Abolitionists shows how John Brown,
Reverend Henry Ward Beecher, Sam Houston, and Abraham Lincoln all figure into the
story of Lawrence and “Bleeding Kansas.” The story of Amos Lawrence’s eponymous
town is part of a bigger story of people who were willing to risk their lives and their
fortunes in the ongoing struggle for freedom and equality.
Revised Edition With a New Preface and Afterword In a revised edition, brought
completely up to date with a new preface and afterword and an expanded bibliography,
Bruce Levine's succinct and persuasive treatment of the basic issues that precipitated
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the Civil War is as compelling as ever. Levine explores the far-reaching, divisive
changes in American life that came with the incomplete Revolution of 1776 and the
development of two distinct social systems, one based on slavery, the other on free
labor--changes out of which the Civil War developed.
Often defined as a mostly southern phenomenon, racist violence existed everywhere.
Brent M. S. Campney explodes the notion of the Midwest as a so-called land of
freedom with an in-depth study of assaults both active and threatened faced by African
Americans in post–Civil War Kansas. Campney's capacious definition of white-on-black
violence encompasses not only sensational demonstrations of white power like
lynchings and race riots, but acts of threatened violence and the varied forms of
pervasive routine violence--property damage, rape, forcible ejection from towns--used
to intimidate African Americans. As he shows, such methods were a cornerstone of
efforts to impose and maintain white supremacy. Yet Campney's broad consideration of
racist violence also lends new insights into the ways people resisted threats. African
Americans spontaneously hid fugitives and defused lynch mobs while also using
newspapers and civil rights groups to lay the groundwork for forms of institutionalized
opposition that could fight racist violence through the courts and via public opinion.
Ambitious and provocative, This Is Not Dixie rewrites fundamental narratives on mob
action, race relations, African American resistance, and racism's grim past in the
heartland.
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Drawing on the latest interpretive and methodological advances in historical
scholarship, The Young Eagle: The Rise of Abraham Lincoln reexamines the young
adult life of America's sixteenth president.
This book, the latest in the Seminar Studies in History series, examines the movement to
abolish slavery in the US, from the origins of the movement in the eighteenth century through
to the Civil War and the abolition of slavery in 1865. Books in this Seminar Studies in History
series bridge the gap between textbook and specialist survey and consists of a brief
"Introduction" and/or "Background" to the subject, valuable in bringing the reader up-to-speed
on the area being examined, followed by a substantial and authoritative section of "Analysis"
focusing on the main themes and issues. There is a succinct "Assessment" of the subject, a
generous selection of "Documents" and a detailed bibliography. Stanley Harrold provides an
accessible introduction to the subject, synthesizing the enormous amount of literature on the
topic. American Abolitionists explores "the roles of slaves and free blacks in the movement, the
importance of empathy among antislavery whites for the suffering slaves, and the impact of
abolitionism upon the sectional struggle between the North and the South". Within a basic
chronological framework the author also considers more general themes such as black
abolitionists, feminism, and anti-slavery violence. For readers interested in American history.
Describes the events leading to the August, 1863 attack on Lawrence, Kansas by William
Quantrill and his Confederate irregulars.
Chronicles the history of Kansas from 1854 to 2000, discussing how specific people and
events shaped the culture of the state.
Essays and poems by Kansas writers past and present, illustrated with 25 woodcuts from the
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Prairie Printmakers. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
" . . . [The] paperback edition of Professor Fehrenbacher's study, first published in 1962, of
Lincoln in the 1850s is a welcome reminder of what can be achieved by a fresh and searching
investigation of often-asked questions. . . . The book is lucidly and soberly written, and full of
carefully considered argument. It is one more major contribution to the work of putting the
slavery issue back where it has always belonged--at the very centre--of any discussion of the
origins of the Civil War."--Journal of American Studies "This is a brilliant book. With thorough
research . . . and a fresh point of view, we have a study that will shape Lincoln scholarship for
many years."--The Journal of Southern History "To say that âe~this is just another Lincoln
book' would be to demean a significant contribution with a well-worn cliche. This is an
outstanding book; we need more like it."--The American Historical Review "American historians
generally, and Lincoln collectors and scholars particularly, would do well to add to their own
pleasure and knowledge by reading this book, one of the finest pieces of Lincolniana yet
written."--The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography "This fascinating volume
deserves a wide audience."--Mid-America "Enjoyable reading for the general reader, student,
and scholar of Lincoln literature."--The Booklist "This is a Lincoln book which belongs in every
library and Lincoln collection."--Lincoln Herald "Masterly little book."--The Times Literary
Supplement "It is refreshing to discover once again that a book does not have to be ponderous
to be significant. . . . Fehrenbacher has added quantitatively to our knowledge, but more
especially to our understanding, of this exciting and fateful period in American history. . . . One
of the finest contributions to Illinois history to appear in a long, long time."--Journal of the
Illinois State Historical Society "Professor Fehrenbacher has demonstrated that subjects even
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as fully studied as the Lincoln theme can still benefit from diligent and judicious
contemplation."--Civil War History
Nicole Etcheson examines the tensions between a developing Midwestern identity and residual
regional loyalties, a process which mirrored the nation-building and national disintegration in
the years between the Revolution and the Civil War.
The Somervell and Mier Expeditions of 1842, culminating in the famous "black bean episode"
in which Texas prisoners drew white or black beans to determine who would be executed by
their Mexican captors, still capture the public imagination in Texas. But were the Texans really
martyrs in a glorious cause, or undisciplined soldiers defying their own government? How did
the Mier Expedition affect the border disputes between the Texas Republic and Mexico? What
role did Texas President Sam Houston play? These are the questions that Sam Haynes
addresses in this very readable book, which includes many dramatic excerpts from the diaries
and letters of expedition participants.
Examines how the Civil War impacted specific communities in the Union's Midwestern
heartland. Offers a deeply-researched microhistory of one such community--Putnam County,
Indiana--from the Compromise of 1850 to the end of Reconstruction, and shows how its
citizens responded to and were affected by the war.

Bleeding KansasContested Liberty in the Civil War Era
“A few years ago, as I listened one night to my mother telling incidents of her life
pioneering in the semi-arid region of Western Kansas, it occurred to me that the
picture of that early time was worth drawing and preserving for the future, and
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that, if this were ever to be done, it must be done soon, before all of the old
settlers were gone. This book is the result-an effort to picture that life truly and
realistically. It is the story of an energetic and capable girl, the child of German
immigrant parents, who at the age of seventeen married a young German farmer,
and moved to a homestead on the wind-swept plains of Kansas, where she
reared eleven of her twelve children, and remembering regretfully her own halfday in school, sent nine of them through college. It is a story of grim and
tenacious devotion in the face of hardships and disappointments, devotion that
never flagged until the long, hard task of near a lifetime was done.”—John Ise
(from the preface) Deeply moved by his mother’s memories of a waning era and
rapidly disappearing lifestyle, John Ise painstakingly recorded the adventures and
adversities of his family and boyhood neighbors—the early homesteaders of
Osborne County, Kansas. First published in 1936, his “nonfiction novel” Sod and
Stubble has since become a widely read and much loved classic. In the original,
Ise changed some identities and time sequences but accurately retained the
uplifting and disheartening realities of prairie life. Ushering us through a dynamic
period of pioneering history, from the 1870s to the turn of the century, Sod and
Stubble abounds with the events and issues—fires and droughts, parties and
picnics, insect infestations and bumper crops, prosperity and poverty,
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divisiveness and generosity, births and deaths—that shaped the lives and
destinies of Henry and Rosa Ise, their family, and their community.-Print ed.
In Bleeding Borders, Kristen Tegtmeier Oertel offers a fresh, multifaceted
interpretation of the quintessential sectional conflict in pre--Civil War Kansas.
Instead of focusing on the white, male politicians and settlers who vied for control
of the Kansas territorial legislature, Oertel explores the crucial roles Native
Americans, African Americans, and white women played in the literal and
rhetorical battle between proslavery and antislavery settlers in the region. She
brings attention to the local debates and the diverse peoples who participated in
them during that contentious period. Oertel begins by detailing the settlement of
eastern Kansas by emigrant Indian tribes and explores their interaction with the
growing number of white settlers in the region. She analyzes the attempts by
southerners to plant slavery in Kansas and the ultimately successful resistance of
slaves and abolitionists. Oertel then considers how crude frontier living
conditions, Indian conflict, political upheaval, and sectional violence reshaped
traditional Victorian gender roles in Kansas and explores women's participation in
the political and physical conflicts between proslavery and antislavery settlers.
Oertel goes on to examine northern and southern definitions of "true manhood"
and how competing ideas of masculinity infused political and sectional tensions.
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She concludes with an analysis of miscegenation -- not only how racial mixing
between Indians, slaves, and whites influenced events in territorial Kansas, but
more importantly, how the fear of miscegenation fueled both proslavery and
antislavery arguments about the need for civil war. As Oertel demonstrates, the
players in Bleeding Kansas used weapons other than their Sharpes rifles and
Bowie knives to wage war over the extension of slavery: they attacked each
other's cultural values and struggled to assert their own political wills. They
jealously guarded ideals of manhood, womanhood, and whiteness even as the
presence of Indians and blacks and the debate over slavery raised serious
questions about the efficacy of these principles. Oertel argues that, ultimately,
many Native Americans, blacks, and women shaped the political and cultural
terrain in ways that ensured the destruction of slavery, but they, along with their
white male counterparts, failed to defeat the resilient power of white supremacy.
Moving beyond a conventional political history of Bleeding Kansas, Bleeding
Borders breaks new ground by revealing how the struggles of this highly diverse
region contributed to the national move toward disunion and how the ideologies
that governed race and gender relations were challenged as North, South, and
West converged on the border between slavery and freedom.
"Through her close study of events in Wichita, Eick reveals the civil rights
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movement as a national, not a southern, phenomenon. She focuses particularly
on Chester I. Lewis, Jr., a key figure in the local as well as the national NAACP.
Lewis initiated one of the earliest investigations of de facto school desegregation
by the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and successfully
challenged employment discrimination in the nation's largest aircraft
industries."--BOOK JACKET.
Pushing back against the idea that the Slave Power conspiracy was merely an
ideological construction, Alice Elizabeth Malavasic argues that some southern
politicians in the 1850s did indeed hold an inordinate amount of power in the
antebellum Congress and used it to foster the interests of slavery. Malavasic
focuses her argument on Senators David Rice Atchison of Missouri, Andrew
Pickens Butler of South Carolina, and Robert M. T. Hunter and James Murray
Mason of Virginia, known by their contemporaries as the "F Street Mess" for the
location of the house they shared. Unlike the earlier and better-known triumvirate
of John C. Calhoun, Henry Clay, and Daniel Webster, the F Street Mess was a
functioning oligarchy within the U.S. Senate whose power was based on shared
ideology, institutional seniority, and personal friendship. By centering on their
most significant achievement--forcing a rewrite of the Nebraska bill that repealed
the restriction against slavery above the 36 degrees 30? parallel--Malavasic
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demonstrates how the F Street Mess's mastery of the legislative process led to
one of the most destructive pieces of legislation in United States history and
helped pave the way to secession.
The tattered image of modern-day Kansas and how it got that way is the subject
of this pioneering and wonderfully entertaining book. Robert Smith Bader traces
the rise and fall of the state's reputation from the turn of the century--when it was
a national leader in the two most prominent sociopolitical movements of the era,
Progressivism and prohibition--through the Jazz Age--when Kansas came to
epitomize strait-laced, fundamentalist values (H.L. Mencken proclaimed it the
quintessential "cow state," chock-full of hayseeds, moralizers, and
Methodists)--to today's consensus view of Kansas as drab and boring. The book
concludes with a marvelous survey of recent popular culture and with a call for a
reexamination of the state's historic strengths.
Examines the activies and ideology of a group of Boston-area businessmen who
promoted the cause of black freedom
At a time when slavery was spreading and the country was steeped in racism,
two white men and two black men overcame social barriers and mistrust to form
a unique alliance that sought nothing less than the end of all evil. Drawing on the
largest extant bi-racial correspondence in the Civil War era, John Stauffer braids
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together these men's struggles to reconcile ideals of justice with the reality of
slavery and oppression. Who could imagine that Gerrit Smith, one of the richest
men in the country, would give away his wealth to the poor and ally himself with
Frederick Douglass, an ex-slave? And why would James McCune Smith, the
most educated black man in the country, link arms with John Brown, a bankrupt
entrepreneur, along with the others? Distinguished by their interracial bonds, they
shared a millennialist vision of a new world where everyone was free and equal.
As the nation headed toward armed conflict, these men waged their own war by
establishing model interracial communities, forming a new political party, and
embracing violence. Their revolutionary ethos bridged the divide between the
sacred and the profane, black and white, masculine and feminine, and civilization
and savagery that had long girded western culture. In so doing, it embraced a
malleable and "black-hearted" self that was capable of violent revolt against a
slaveholding nation, in order to usher in a kingdom of God on earth. In tracing the
rise and fall of their prophetic vision and alliance, Stauffer reveals how radical
reform helped propel the nation toward war even as it strove to vanquish slavery
and preserve the peace.
Contrary to popular perception, slavery persisted in the North well into the nineteenth
century. This was especially the case in New Jersey, the last northern state to pass an
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abolition statute, in 1804. Because of the nature of the law, which freed children born to
enslaved mothers only after they had served their mother's master for more than two
decades, slavery continued in New Jersey through the Civil War. Passage of the
Thirteenth Amendment in 1865 finally destroyed its last vestiges. The Ragged Road to
Abolition chronicles the experiences of slaves and free blacks, as well as abolitionists
and slaveholders, during slavery's slow northern death. Abolition in New Jersey during
the American Revolution was a contested battle, in which constant economic
devastation and fears of freed blacks overrunning the state government limited their
ability to gain freedom. New Jersey's gradual abolition law kept at least a quarter of the
state's black population in some degree of bondage until the 1830s. The sustained
presence of slavery limited African American community formation and forced Jersey
blacks to structure their households around multiple gradations of freedom while
allowing New Jersey slaveholders to participate in the interstate slave trade until the
1850s. Slavery's persistence dulled white understanding of the meaning of black
freedom and helped whites to associate "black" with "slave," enabling the further
marginalization of New Jersey's growing free black population. By demonstrating how
deeply slavery influenced the political, economic, and social life of blacks and whites in
New Jersey, this illuminating study shatters the perceived easy dichotomies between
North and South or free states and slave states at the onset of the Civil War.
In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance made the Ohio River the dividing line between
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slavery and freedom in the West, yet in 1861, when the Civil War tore the nation apart,
the region failed to split at this seam. In Slavery's Borderland, historian Matthew Salafia
shows how the river was both a physical boundary and a unifying economic and cultural
force that muddied the distinction between southern and northern forms of labor and
politics. Countering the tendency to emphasize differences between slave and free
states, Salafia argues that these systems of labor were not so much separated by a
river as much as they evolved along a continuum shaped by life along a river. In this
borderland region, where both free and enslaved residents regularly crossed the
physical divide between Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky, slavery and free labor shared as
many similarities as differences. As the conflict between North and South intensified,
regional commonality transcended political differences. Enslaved and free African
Americans came to reject the legitimacy of the river border even as they were unable to
escape its influence. In contrast, the majority of white residents on both sides remained
firmly committed to maintaining the river border because they believed it best protected
their freedom. Thus, when war broke out, Kentucky did not secede with the
Confederacy; rather, the river became the seam that held the region together. By
focusing on the Ohio River as an artery of commerce and movement, Salafia draws the
northern and southern banks of the river into the same narrative and sheds light on
constructions of labor, economy, and race on the eve of the Civil War.
Set in the border states of Kansas and Missouri, WOE TO LIVE ON explores the nature
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of lawlessness and violence, friendship and loyalty, through the eyes of young recruit
Jake Roedel. Where he and his fellow First Kansas Irregulars go, no one is safe, no
one can be neutral. Roedel grows up fast, experiencing a brutal parody of war without
standards or mercy. But as friends fall and families flee, he questions his loyalties and
becomes an outsider even to those who have become outlaws.
Race and Politics offers an analysis of the controversies that followed the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise. The question of whether the still unsettled Kansas Territory
should be slave or free divided the nation into hostile and ultimately irreconcilable
camps, creating conditions that only civil war could resolve. Theøauthor demonstrates,
however, that the fundamental issue was not slavery as such but race: whether the
country, its egalitarian slogans notwithstanding, could tolerate the expansion of African
Americans, slave or free. "Rawley in his introduction, a semi-apologia, questions the
need for another book on the Civil War. He answers his own question, giving two
reasons: first, to reveal how the Kansas upheaval became a main political
preoccupation of the country before the war; second, to emphasize how deeply
prejudice pervaded the entire populace, both Northern and Southern. In filling in the
structure of these two justifications, Rawley achieves his goal in an admirable
way."?Gene M. Gressley, Library Journal. "Based to a considerable degree upon an
examination of voluminous manuscript sources. New data relating to inner-political
maneuvers, on the part of the Democrats, Whigs, and Republicans are brought
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forward."?Annals of the American Academy.
One of the Wall Street Journal's Ten Best Books of the Year | A Washington Post
Notable Book | A Christian Science Monitor and Kirkus Reviews Best Book of 2020
Winner of the Gilder Lehrman Abraham Lincoln Prize and the Abraham Lincoln Institute
Book Award "A marvelous cultural biography that captures Lincoln in all his historical
fullness. . . . using popular culture in this way, to fill out the context surrounding Lincoln,
is what makes Mr. Reynolds's biography so different and so compelling . . . Where did
the sympathy and compassion expressed in [Lincoln's] Second Inaugural—'With malice
toward none; with charity for all'—come from? This big, wonderful book provides the
richest cultural context to explain that, and everything else, about Lincoln." —Gordon
Wood, Wall Street Journal From one of the great historians of nineteenth-century
America, a revelatory and enthralling new biography of Lincoln, many years in the
making, that brings him to life within his turbulent age David S. Reynolds, author of the
Bancroft Prize-winning cultural biography of Walt Whitman and many other iconic works
of nineteenth century American history, understands the currents in which Abraham
Lincoln swam as well as anyone alive. His magisterial biography Abe is the product of
full-body immersion into the riotous tumult of American life in the decades before the
Civil War. It was a country growing up and being pulled apart at the same time, with a
democratic popular culture that reflected the country's contradictions. Lincoln's lineage
was considered auspicious by Emerson, Whitman, and others who prophesied that a
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new man from the West would emerge to balance North and South. From New England
Puritan stock on his father's side and Virginia Cavalier gentry on his mother's, Lincoln
was linked by blood to the central conflict of the age. And an enduring theme of his life,
Reynolds shows, was his genius for striking a balance between opposing forces.
Lacking formal schooling but with an unquenchable thirst for self-improvement, Lincoln
had a talent for wrestling and bawdy jokes that made him popular with his peers, even
as his appetite for poetry and prodigious gifts for memorization set him apart from them
through his childhood, his years as a lawyer, and his entrance into politics. No one can
transcend the limitations of their time, and Lincoln was no exception. But what emerges
from Reynolds's masterful reckoning is a man who at each stage in his life managed to
arrive at a broader view of things than all but his most enlightened peers. As a
politician, he moved too slowly for some and too swiftly for many, but he always pushed
toward justice while keeping the whole nation in mind. Abe culminates, of course, in the
Civil War, the defining test of Lincoln and his beloved country. Reynolds shows us the
extraordinary range of cultural knowledge Lincoln drew from as he shaped a vision of
true union, transforming, in Martin Luther King Jr.'s words, "the jangling discords of our
nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood." Abraham Lincoln did not come out of
nowhere. But if he was shaped by his times, he also managed at his life's fateful hour to
shape them to an extent few could have foreseen. Ultimately, this is the great drama
that astonishes us still, and that Abe brings to fresh and vivid life. The measure of that
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life will always be part of our American education.
A powerful narrative of the bloody prologue to the Civil War, "War to the Knife" covers
the 1854 shooting war between pro-slavery men in Missouri and free-staters in Kansas
over control of the Kansas territory. 30 photos.
Examines the social milieu of the settlers and traces the complex interactions among
groups inside and outside the territory, creating a comprehensive political, social, and
intellectual history of this period in the state's history.
"My purpose in writing this book was twofold: first, to supply a long-standing deficiency
in Kansas historical literature (which has concentrated almost exclusively on the preCivil War period) by describing the political, military, social and economic events and
developments of the state's first four years -- an era even more dramatic, and hardly
less significant, than the one which preceded it; and, secondly, to contribute to a better
understanding of the Civil War in the Trans-Mississippi West through a realistic
presentation and analysis of the Kansas-Missouri border conflict, the operations of the
Missouri guerrillas under Quantrill, and the Union and Confederate military campaigns
in Missouri, Arkansas, the Indian Territory, and Kansas itself. My primary focus
throughout the book is on Kansas, and if I have emphasized political and military
matters, it is only because this period of Kansas history was essentially political and
military in character"--Preface of original edition.

Tracing the sectionalization of American politics in the 1840s and 1850s, Michael
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Morrison offers a comprehensive study of how slavery and territorial expansion
intersected as causes of the Civil War. Specifically, he argues that the common
heritage of the American Revolution bound Americans together until disputes
over the extension of slavery into the territories led northerners and southerners
to increasingly divergent understandings of the Revolution's legacy. Manifest
Destiny promised the literal enlargement of freedom through the extension of
American institutions all the way to the Pacific. At each step--from John Tyler's
attempt to annex Texas in 1844, to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, to the opening
shots of the Civil War--the issue of slavery had to be confronted. Morrison shows
that the Revolution was the common prism through which northerners and
southerners viewed these events and that the factor that ultimately made
consensus impossible was slavery itself. By 1861, no nationally accepted
solution to the dilemma of slavery in the territories had emerged, no political party
existed as a national entity, and politicians from both North and South had come
to believe that those on the other side had subverted the American political
tradition.
The Lawrence raid of August 21, 1863, was considered one of the bloodiest
events of the Civil War. The actions that brought on the raid are researched and
explored in depth here for the very first time. What is discovered is a collusion in
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a "legacy of lies" that surrounded the stories of the raid.
"This multi-faceted study gives readers a more nuanced and comprehensive
understanding of the violence that erupted--long before the first shot was fired at
Fort Sumter--along the Missouri-Kansas border by blending the political and
military with the social and intellectual history of the populace. The fifteen essays
together explain why the divisiveness was so bitter and persisted so long, still
influencing attitudes 150 years later"-In the 1850s, the eyes of the world were on Kansas. The Civil War in Kansas will
be an overview of the years 1854-1865, since the war began in Kansas nearly
seven years before it spread to the rest of the nation. From the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise to its entry in the Union, Kansas played a small role in the
war as a whole, but its effects on the state were nonetheless important. With
regards to the Kansas citizens who played a part, it would be an understatement
to call them "colorful." From John Brown to Jim Lane, Kansans made headlines
throughout the nation and the world. Bisel presents the history of Kansas during
the Civil War years in an accessible way that will satisfy history buffs as well as
enlighten novices.
During the Civil War, the state of Missouri witnessed the most widespread,
prolonged, and destructive guerrilla fighting in American history. With its horrific
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combination of robbery, arson, torture, murder, and swift and bloody raids on
farms and settlements, the conflict approached total war, engulfing the whole
populace and challenging any notion of civility. Michael Fellman's Inside War
captures the conflict from "inside," drawing on a wealth of first-hand evidence,
including letters, diaries, military reports, court-martial transcripts, depositions,
and newspaper accounts. He gives us a clear picture of the ideological, social,
and economic forces that divided the people and launched the conflict. Along
with depicting how both Confederate and Union officials used the guerrilla
fighters and their tactics to their own advantage, Fellman describes how ordinary
civilian men and women struggled to survive amidst the random terror
perpetuated by both sides; what drove the combatants themselves to commit
atrocities and vicious acts of vengeance; and how the legend of Jesse James
arose from this brutal episode in the American Civil War.
Reassesses the role of the California gold rush in the events leading up to the
Civil War, analyzing the squabbling over bringing California into the union as a
slave state, the political maneuverings and battles, and the economic factors
involved.
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