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This book captures the complexity and humanity of one of the most agonizing of contemporary problems—that of terrorist violence.
Basque Violence is in fact a pioneering attempt to give a fully contextualized, cultural account of the endemic conflict engaging
Basque villagers both as protagonists and as spectators. The author focuses on his native village of Itziar in the province of
Guipúzcoa, and many of the Basque activists he discusses are friends from his youth. They are now lionized by the villagers
despite the fact that their actions have become increasingly problematic for the villagers themselves. Far from being the work of a
“terrorism expert” seeking counter-insurgency solutions or concentrating on the usual search for the causes and consequences of
violence, this study attempts instead to understand the conscious and unconscious presuppositions of the violence. The author
becomes the narrator of a drama of Homeric proportions in which ordinary men are forced into acts of heroism and errors of tragic
consequence.
This book examines how democratic communities resolve dilemmas posed by anti-system parties or, more specifically, the
question of why democracies take the grave decision to ban political parties. On the one hand, party bans may ‘protect’
democracies, usually from groups deemed to undermine the democratic system or its core values, territorial integrity or state
security. At the same time, banning parties challenges foundational democratic commitments to political pluralism, tolerance and
rights to free speech and association. The book probes the deliberative processes, discursive strategies and power politics
employed when democratic communities negotiate this dilemma. It examines discourses of securitization and desecuritization,
preferences of veto-players, anti-system party orientations to violence, electoral systems and the cordon sanitaire as alternatives
to party bans, and incentives for mainstream parties to cooperate, rather than ban, parties to achieve office and policy goals. It
does so with reference to case studies of party bans, legalizations and failed ban cases in Spain (Herri Batasuna and successors),
the United Kingdom (Sinn Féin and Republican Clubs) and Germany (Socialist Reich Party and National Democratic Party of
Germany).
Terror and Taboo is about the mythology of terrorism; it is an exploration of the ways we talk about terrorism. It offers
incontestable evidence to support the idea that we give power to terrorism by the way we write and talk about it. According to
Zulaika and Douglass, we make terrorism worse by the way we represent it in the media and in everyday conversation. Through
their examination of terrorism, they propose to remove the taboos surrounding terrorism. Terror and Taboo is full of examples to
ground the authors premise, ranging from specific examples, such as tendency to talk more about where Timothy McVeigh
shopped for weapons than about the international traffic in arms by legitimate nations, to more theoretical interpretations that will
be familiar to readers of cultural studies books.
Translation of an unpublished Spanish manuscript.
An analysis of the phenomenon of political violence and its implications for democratic politics
Violence, nationalism, and politics are inextricably linked in such controversial political movements as Neo-Nazism in
contemporary Germany and the Shi'ia in Lebanon. By analyzing the diverse factors which lead to violent acts, this volume
addresses the complexity and the correlations between politics and violence.

Daniele Conversi's book is a comprehensive introduction to Basque and Catalan nationalism. The two movements have
much in common but have differed in the strategies adopted to further their cause. Basque nationalism, in the shape of
the military wing of ETA, took the path of violence, spawning an efficient terrorist campaign. Catalan nationalism, by
contrast, is generally more accommodating and peaceful. Daniele Conversi examines and compares the history, motives
and methods of these movements, considering the influence of such intertwined aspects of nationalist mobilisation as the
choice of language, race and descent as core values; the consequences of large-scale immigration; and the causes and
effects of political violence.
This book analyses the rise and decline of the Basque terrorist group Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA, Basque Homeland
and Freedom). ETA declared a unilateral ceasefire in November 2011, bringing to a close a campaign of political violence
that started in the late 1960s. By the beginning of the twenty-first century, the overwhelming majority of secession
supporters agreed that an independent Basque homeland would be realised through ‘ballots’ and not ‘bullets’.
Providing an inter-disciplinary overview of radical Basque nationalism that pays special attention to the drivers for ETA’s
decline, defeat and disbandment, this book includes chapters by historians, political scientists and sociologists who offer
three important theoretical and empirical contributions to the literature on nationhood and security studies. Firstly the
book re-assesses the military conflict that opposed ETA and the Spanish state, by paying special attention to tactical and
strategic considerations as well as the counter-terrorist policy itself. Secondly it provides an original interpretation of the
politics of fear which surrounded the process of victimization, as well as assessing the extent to which the issue of
violence led to the polarisation of citizens. Thirdly the authors examine the historical narratives and rituals that
contributed to the production and reproduction of identity binaries and memories of war. Arguing that the defeat of ETA
must be contextualised within the strategic evolution of Basque nationalism, the declining resonance of the radical
message and the effectiveness of the Spanish counter-terrorist effort, this book is essential reading for students and
scholars working in the areas of European politics, nationalism and terrorism studies.
This book explores the new debates on Basque sovereignty and statehood that have emerged in the post-violence
Basque political scenario. It deciphers how sovereignty is understood or imagined by a revitalized civil society after the
unilateral cessation of operations by ETA (Basque Homeland and Freedom). The contributors to this book investigate the
new political field developing in the nexus between conventional party politics, established socio-cultural and linguistic
organizations, creative civil society initiatives, and innovative activism. This book is for graduate students, scholars and
professionals in political science, social anthropology, European studies, political philosophy, transnational studies,
sociology, political geography, and global studies. It will also be of interest to academic specialists in Basque studies,
specialists working on sovereignty, nationalism and globalization, and professionals in governance, international
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relations, foreign affairs, European politics and diplomacy.
This book examines secessionist terrorism in a comparative context across Europe and Eurasia. The volume seeks to
uncover comparative linkages between terrorism and secessionism; specifically examining terrorist organizations that
also have a political goal of independence. It examines a wide range of case studies, including the IRA in Northern
Ireland, ETA in the Basque Country, FLNC in Corsica and ARD in Brittany, KLA in Kosovo, PKK and TAK in Turkish
Kurdistan, and IK in Chechnya. In doing so, the book shows the linkages in terrorist tactics and demands, as well as
when and how ceasefires come into place. Ultimately, none of the terrorist organizations studied here has obtained their
maximalist goal of gaining independence, but each has caused significant bloodshed, and has contributed to the debate
on the future of governance in Europe and Eurasia. The major strength of this format is to glean wider lessons on ethnonationalism, as well as the causes and outcomes of terrorist actions. Each case study also updates the literature on the
individual cases to provide the most recent account of events in these countries. This book will be of much interest to
students of terrorism and political violence, ethnic conflict, nationalism, European politics and International Relations in
general.
The 11 essays in this volume focus on: Basque nationalism and institutions in the European Union in an increasingly
globalized world; the image of Basques in the international media; depictions of ETA in the Spanish press and cinema;
and the status of Navarra and the French Basque country within.
This book is concerned with terrorism in West European liberal democratic states and with the way in which they react,
as a group in the European Community, to international terrorism. It interprets terrorism as a means of attempting to
effect political change by the indiscriminate use of violence.
Compares four types of clandestine political violence: left-wing, right-wing, ethnonationalist and religious fundamentalist.
This book provides a genealogy of radical Basque nationalism and the means by which this complex, often violent, political movement has
reinforced Basque identity. Radical nationalists are mobilized by a shared frame of reference where ethnicity and violence are intertwined in a
nostalgic recreation of a golden age and a quasi-religious imperative to restore that distant past. Muro critically examines the origins of the
ethno-nationalist conflict and provides a comprehensive examination of Euskadi Ta Askatusana’s (ETA) violent campaign. The book
analyzes the interplay of ethnicity and violence and stresses the role of inherited myths, memories, and cultural symbols to explain the ability
of radical Basque nationalism to endure.
This book argues that nationalist violence in developed countries is the product of unresponsive political elites and nationalists blocked from
attracting supporters through legal channels. Political elites are prone to ignoring a regional polity when their clout in that region is negligible
and they do not rely on the region's support to maintain their positions of power. Conversely, when nationalists cannot make inroads through
legal channels, incentives for violence are ripe. Thus, when nationalists in postwar Europe found elites unresponsive, it was state repression
that helped radicals build a new group of support around militant action. The larger this new constituency legitimizing violence grew, the
longer the conflict lasted. The book elucidates this complex dynamic through a deft combination of theoretical modeling, statistical methods
and comparative case studies from the Basque Country, Catalonia, Corsica, Northern Ireland, Sardinia and Wales.
The first detailed analysis in English of the history of Basque nationalism in France from the Ancient Regime to the present day
The violent Basque separatist group ETA took shape in Franco's Spain, yet claimed the majority of its victims under democracy. For most
Spaniards it became an aberration, a criminal and terrorist band whose persistence defied explanation. Others, mainly Basques (but only
some Basques) understood ETA as the violent expression of a political conflict that remained the unfinished business of Spain's transition to
democracy. Such differences hindered efforts to 'defeat' ETA's terrorism on the one hand and 'resolve the Basque conflict' on the other for
more than three decades. Endgame for ETA offers a compelling account of the long path to ETA's declaration of a definitive end to its armed
activity in October 2011. Its political surrogates remain as part of a resurgence of regional nationalism - in the Basque Country as in Catalonia
- that is but one element of multiple crises confronting Spain. The Basque case has been cited as an ex- ample of the perils of 'talking to
terrorists'. Drawing on extensive field research, Teresa Whitfield argues that while negotiations did not prosper, a form of 'virtual
peacemaking' was an essential complement to robust police action and social condemnation. Together they helped to bring ETA's violence to
an end and return its grievances to the channels of normal politics.
Ludger Mees offers the first comprehensive study of one of Europe's most protracted ethnic conflicts. He carefully analyzes both the historical
roots of the conflict and its later growing violent dimension. Special attention is paid to the framing of a new opportunity structure during the
1990s, which facilitated the first serious, but ultimately frustrated, attempt to broker a settlement. In the light of different theoretical and
comparative approaches, the reasons for the dramatic return of terrorism and the possibilities of a more successful conflict de-escalation in
the near future are discussed.

This book explains how and why the Basque separatist armed group ETA decided to end its armed campaign against the Spanish
state. The ETA’s armed campaign for Basque independence lasted fifty years and led to more than 800 casualties. This book
analyzes the factors that led to ETA ending its campaign of violence in 2011, despite having yet to achieve its political objectives. It
explains how the Basque pro-independence movement’s political leadership won an internal battle and brought ETA to a position
in which abandoning violence was the only feasible choice. The work argues that the key factor leading to the cessation of
violence was the loss of support for armed struggle within the pro-independence social base, and it examines why and how that
support decreased so decisively. Written by a former journalist, the narrative is based on more than 30 interviews, including former
members of ETA, Spanish judges, former ministers of the Spanish government, political leaders of all Basque political parties—from
the Nationalist Left to the Partido Popular (PP)—and international mediators. As such, it is the first book to recount in detail the
inside story of the internal struggle within the Nationalist Left movement, and particularly between the political party Batasuna and
ETA. This book will be of much interest to students of political violence, ethnic conflict, nationalism, Spanish politics, security
studies, and IR.
In this scholarly work, Zirakzadeh argues that there is a calculated reasoning behind ETA's political violence that is often
overlooked by researchers. His book is a comprehensive account of the Basque region's grassroots politics.
Set against the historical background of Spain's unification as a modern state, this book is a study of a complex, frequently violent,
political phenomenon - Basque nationalism - which after ninety years continues to constitute a major challenge to Spain's
established political order. It examines the origins of Basque nationalism in the Basque industrial heartland of Bilbao in the 1890s
and analyses its development up to 1980 when the Basque country finally achieved home rule. In particular, the book shows how
Basque nationalism operated upon the residents of the Basque country, divided by culture, loyalties, divergent economic and
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political aspirations and history, to create a new and exclusive political entity - the Basque nation. The main fieldwork was
conducted during the two years surrounding the death of General Franco in 1975, a period of exceptional violence in the Basque
country that marked Spain's transition from an authoritarian regime to a democratic one. Using a theoretical approach, the book
provides an empirical analysis of one of Spain's most intractable political problems during a decisive period of Spanish history.
Translated by Cameron Watson and William A. Douglass. Foreword by William A. Douglass. The Basque people have preserved
their ethnic identity and sense of themselves as a separate community despite centuries of repression, diaspora, and economic
and social upheaval—one of the most remarkable achievements in the history of the phenomenon we call nationalism. In The
Social Roots of Basque Nationalism, sociologist Alfonso Pérez-Agote addresses the social mechanisms that Basques employed to
sustain their ethnic identity under the Franco Regime and demonstrates how persecution actually encouraged the extension of
Basque nationalist consciousness. He also reveals how state political pressure radicalized one element of the Basque-nationalist
movement, resulting in the formation of ETA, an armed terrorist wing that itself became a mechanism for extending nationalist
consciousness. Finally, he examines the subsequent changes in Basque nationalism following Franco’s death and the extension
of democracy in Spain, which resulted in the institutionalization of the movement into an autonomous political power. This work is
based in part on interviews and polls with informants in the Basque Country and abroad, eliciting such data as the role that family,
education, social contacts, and religious environment play in the evolution of political attitudes; the place of violence in the Basque
world view and contemporary political culture; regional variations in Basque nationalism; and the factors that contributed to the
resilience of Basque nationalism in adapting to new historical conditions. The result is a sophisticated discussion of the various
ways in which Basque social reality is constituted and how this reality helps to create political culture. Because Pérez-Agote
situates his discussion within the broader frameworks of ethnic identity, group dynamics, and the nature of nationalism, the book
makes a significant contribution not only to our understanding of the Basques but to the broader study of the evolution of
nationalism and the nation-state, political violence, and the complicated transition of any society from dictatorship to democracy.
Drawing on a unique body of oral history interviews, archival material and published sources, this book shows how women’s
participation in radical Basque nationalism has changed from the founding of ETA in 1959 to the present. It analyses several
aspects of women’s nationalist activism: collaboration and direct activism in ETA, cultural movements, motherhood, prison and
feminism. By focusing on gender politics Women and ETA offers new perspectives on the history of ETA, including recruitment,
the militarization of radical Basque nationalism, and the role of the media in shaping popular understandings of ‘terrorism’. These
arguments are directly relevant to the study of women in other insurgence and terrorist movements. The book will be of interest to
scholars and students of history, Hispanic studies, gender studies, anthropology and politics, as well as to journalists and readers
interested in women’s participation in contemporary conflicts and terrorist movements.
To the outside world, for some half a century, the words ‘Basque Country’ have provoked an almost instant association with the
Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA, Basque Homeland and Liberty) separatist group and violent conflict. The Basque Contention:
Ethnicity, Politics, Violence attempts to undo this simplistic correlation and, for the first time, provide a definitive history of the wider
political issues at the heart of the Basque Country. Drawing on three decades of research on Basque nationalism, Ludger Mees
weaves together the various historical and contemporary strands of this contention: from the late medieval kingdoms of Spain and
France and the first articulations of a Basque ethno-particularism, to the dissolution of ETA in 2018, and all manner of
dictatorships, conflict, peace, civil war, political intrigue, hope and failure in-between. For anyone who has ever wanted to gain an
insight into the Basque Country beyond the headlines of ETA and grasp the complexity of its relationship with Spain, France and
indeed itself, this volume provides a detailed, yet digestible, basis for such an understanding.

A comprehensive analysis of the role that prison policy can play in the reduction of terrorism, this book examines the
experience of three western Europe jurisdictions: Northern Ireland, Italy and the Spanish Basque Country. It looks at the
role of the prisons both as tools for counter-insurgency and as part of a process of conflict resolution. It looks in detail at
each jurisdiction and then compares the experience of the three conflicts.
An examination of Basque nationalism from a historical perspective. Basque nationalism has been extensively examined
from the perspectives of Basque culture and internal conditions in the Basque Country, but André Lecours is among the
first to demonstrate how Basque nationalism was shaped by the many forms and historical phases of the Spanish state.
His discussion employs one of the most debated approaches in the social sciences—historical institutionalism—and it
includes an up-to-date examination of the circumstances for, and consequences of, recent events such as ETA's
announcement in 2006 of a permanent cease-fire. Lecours also analyzes other aspects of Basque nationalism, including
the international relations of the Basque Autonomous Government, as well as the responses of the contemporary
Spanish state and how it deploys its own brand of nationalism. Finally, the book offers a comparative discussion of
Basque, Catalan, Scottish, Flemish, and Quebecois nationalist movements, suggesting that nationalism in the Basque
Country, despite the historical presence of violence, is in many ways similar to nationalism in other industrialized
democracies. Basque Nationalism and the Spanish State is an original and provocative discussion that is essential
reading for anyone interested in the Basques or in the development of modern nationalist movements.
This text examines the relationship between ideas and action through a historical account of how images of violence and
warfare pervaded the discourse of Basque nationalism. Watson argues that a culture of political violence emerged within
the Basque nationalist movement that eventually resulted in the 1959 creation of ETA.
This book investigates the ways in which the particular nature and character of the state can impact upon the
effectiveness of counter-terrorism efforts, and on the trajectory of violent conflicts. Here, McConaghy not only analyses
historical campaigns of terrorism and the response of states to them, but also highlights how factors such as emotion,
intra-state cooperation, communication and competition have all served to shape conflicts in the past. This volume
explains what the ramifications of these factors are for academics studying political violence, for state elites with counterterrorism responsibility, and for individuals or organizations who use violence to achieve their political goals.
In recent years, not only in Spain but in the West in general, we have been witnesses to a war against phenomena
broadly grouped together under the heading of "terrorism," and yet the problem not only continues, but moreover, there
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does not appear to be any major signal that would indicate to us that those who belong to "the other side"—the
"terrorists"—may be weakening. Just as in Afghanistan, President Obama's administration appears to have settled on a
policy of separating the moderates from the radicals within the ranks of the Taliban and seeing into the possibilities of
negotiating with them. In Spain too, various administrations, ever since democracy returned to Spain with the death of
Franco on November 20, 1975, and the promulgation of a new constitution on December 6, 1977, have tried to negotiate
with Euskadi eta Askatasuna—ETA (Basque Homeland and Freedom in the Basque language)—in order to end the
problem of nationalist-separatist political violence in the Basque Country in northern Spain, including the provinces of
Araba, Gipúzkoa, Navarre, and Bizkaia.
The events of the 11th of September 2001 revealed most dramatically that globalization has a shadow. While large
sections of the world’s population enjoy the perceived benefits of globalization, others seek to utilize globalization for
their own politically violent purposes. If 9/11 demonstrated anything, it is that globalization can as readily facilitate
violence and insecurity as it can produce stability, prosperity and political order. This edited volume offers important new
methodological and multi-disciplinary insights into the study of globalization and political violence. It brings together
studies from various disciplines in order to address the precise nature of the relationship between globalization and
political violence as it seeks to offer new theoretical and empirical understandings of the types of actors involved in
political violence, either as perpetrators or victims. Examples of the studies include the changing character of state
militaries and state-to-state conflict under globalization, the emergence of ‘new wars’ fuelled by globalization, the role of
state militaries in intervention, new forms of violence directed by states against refugees and anti-globalization protesters,
the role of terrorist actors post-9/11, networks for the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the rise of private
military firms amongst others. The Globalization of Political Violence will be of interest to students and researchers of
politics, international relations, security studies and international political economy.
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