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Vansina’s scope is breathtaking: he reconstructs the history of the forest lands
that cover all or part of southern Cameroon, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, the
Congo, Zaire, the Central African Republic, and Cabinda in Angola, discussing
the original settlement of the forest by the western Bantu; the periods of
expansion and innovation in agriculture; the development of metallurgy; the rise
and fall of political forms and of power; the coming of Atlantic trade and
colonialism; and the conquest of the rainforests by colonial powers and the
destruction of a way of life. “In 400 elegantly brilliant pages Vansina lays out five
millennia of history for nearly 200 distinguishable regions of the forest of
equatorial Africa around a new, subtly paradoxical interpretation of ‘tradition.’”
—Joseph Miller, University of Virginia “Vansina gives extended coverage . . . to
the broad features of culture and the major lines of historical development across
the region between 3000 B.C. and A.D. 1000. It is truly an outstanding effort,
readable, subtle, and integrative in its interpretations, and comprehensive in
scope. . . . It is a seminal study . . . but it is also a substantive history that will
long retain its usefulness.”—Christopher Ehret, American Historical Review
Shows how the language and institutions of development are central to the
postcolonial condition through a study of the effects of the green revolution on
particular Indian localities.
This 1975 report highlights the problems of this overcrowded, resource poor, and
landlocked country that supplies labor to the South African mines. Manufacturing
and tourism are examined as hopes for improving economic development.
Believing that charity inadvertently legitimates social inequality and fosters
dependence, many international development organizations have increasingly
sought to replace material aid with efforts to build self-reliance and local
institutions. But in some cultures—like those in rural Uganda, where Having
People, Having Heart takes place—people see this shift not as an effort toward
empowerment but as a suspect refusal to redistribute wealth. Exploring this
conflict, China Scherz balances the negative assessments of charity that have
led to this shift with the viewpoints of those who actually receive aid. Through
detailed studies of two different orphan support organizations in Uganda, Scherz
shows how many Ugandans view material forms of Catholic charity as deeply
intertwined with their own ethics of care and exchange. With a detailed
examination of this overlooked relationship in hand, she reassesses the generally
assumed paradox of material aid as both promising independence and
preventing it. The result is a sophisticated demonstration of the powerful role that
anthropological concepts of exchange, value, personhood, and religion play in
the politics of international aid and development.
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This highly original book takes as its starting point a central question for
nineteenth- and twentieth-century literature and philosophy: how to represent the
poor? Covering the period from the publication of Les Fleurs du Mal in 1857 to
the composition of Benjamin’s final texts in the 1930s, Untimely Beggar
investigates the coincidence of two modern literary and philosophical interests:
representing the poor and representing potential. To take account of literature’s
relation to the poor, Patrick Greaney proposes the concept of impoverished
writing, which withdraws from representing objects and registers the existence of
power. By reducing itself to the indication of its own potential, by impoverishing
itself, literary language attempts to engage and participate in the power of the
poor. This focus on impoverished language offers new perspectives on major
French and German authors, including Marx, Nietzsche, Mallarm, Rilke, and
Brecht; and makes significant contributions to recent debates about power and
potential in thinkers such as Agamben, Deleuze, Foucault, Hardt, and Negri. In
doing so, Greaney offers significant insights into modernity’s intense
philosophical and literary interest in socioeconomic poverty. Patrick Greaney is
assistant professor of German studies at the University of Colorado, Boulder.
This book assesses the validity of 'anti-politics' critiques of development, first
popularised by James Ferguson, in the peculiar context of India. It examines the
new context provided by decentralization of state functioning where keeping
politics out of development (development as the anti-politics machine) can no
longer be taken for granted. The case of a highly technocratic state watershed
development programme that also seeks to be participatory is used to illustrate
the tensions between prescriptive development policy and a growing political
democracy.
Two previously unpublished lectures charting the renowned anthropologist’s
intellectual engagement with the sixteenth-century French essayist Michel de
Montaigne In January 1937, between the two ethnographic trips he would
describe in Tristes Tropiques, Claude Lévi-Strauss gave a talk to the
Confédération générale du travail in Paris. Only recently discovered in the
archives of the Bibliothèque national de France, this lecture, “Ethnography: The
Revolutionary Science,” discussed the French essayist Michel de Montaigne, to
whom Lévi-Strauss would return in remarks delivered more than a half-century
later, in the spring of 1992. Bracketing the career of one of the most celebrated
anthropologists of the twentieth century, these two talks reveal how LéviStrauss’s ethnography begins and ends with Montaigne—and how his reading of
his intellectual forebear and his understanding of anthropology evolve along the
way. Published here for the first time, these lectures offer new insight into the
development of ethnography and the thinking of one of its most important
practitioners. Essays by Emmanuel Désveaux, who edited the original French
volume De Montaigne à Montaigne, and Peter Skafish expand the context of LéviStrauss’s talks with contemporary perspectives and commentary.
By connecting modernization theory to the welfare state liberalism programs of
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the New Deal order, Gilman not only provides a new intellectual context for
America's Third World during the Cold War, but connects the optimism of the
Great Society to the notion that American power and good intentions could stop
the postcolonial world from embracing communism.
This book explores how NGOs have been influential in shaping global
biodiversity, conservation policy, and practice. It encapsulates a growing body of
literature that has questioned the mandates, roles, and effectiveness of these
organizations–and the critique of these critics. This volume seeks to nurture an
open conversation about contemporary NGO practices through analysis and
engagement.
Daniel Immerwahr tells how the United States sought to rescue the world from
poverty through small-scale, community-based approaches. He also sounds a
warning: such strategies, now again in vogue, have been tried before, alongside
grander moderization schemes—with often disastrous consequences as self-help
gave way to crushing local oppression.
Everyone is searching for it. Everyone wants it. WorkTopia! Practical, humorous,
and insightful, James pulls together his 30 years of work experience (starting
after his "last summer as a kid" - see Chapter 1) and education to deliver
something fresh and down-to-earth. This book is perfect for young adults,
graduates, and anyone who wants to gain fresh perspective on work or advance
their career. With all the "influencers," bloggers, YouTube stars, and
technological messiahs in our world...no one is talking about the rest of us...those
who have to get up and go to work every day. If you are searching for purpose
and direction in your life, WorkTopia will inspire you and help you find your path.
If you want to be a leader, WorkTopia will help lay a solid foundation to build
upon. If you want...ugh. Look - it's good. Just read it! James Ferguson is a
business and leadership professor, author, and works for a Fortune 500
company. His passion is making real world principles come alive for young adults
and those who want to better themselves. With short, easy to read chapters,
WorkTopia is a great resource for anyone. With chapter titles like "My Corporate
Ladder is Broken" and "Would You Like Healthcare With That?", it is written
lightheartedly with young adults in mind, but equally accessible for older adults.
For more than 60 million displaced people around the world, humanitarian aid
has become a chronic condition. No Path Home describes its symptoms in detail.
Elizabeth Cullen Dunn shows how war creates a deeply damaged world in which
the structures that allow people to occupy social roles, constitute economic value,
preserve bodily integrity, and engage in meaningful daily practice have been
blown apart. After the Georgian war with Russia in 2008, Dunn spent sixteen
months immersed in the everyday lives of the 28,000 people placed in thirty-six
resettlement camps by official and nongovernmental organizations acting in
concert with the Georgian government. She reached the conclusion that the
humanitarian condition poses a survival problem that is not only biological but
also existential. In No Path Home, she paints a moving picture of the ways in
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which humanitarianism leaves displaced people in limbo, neither in a state of
emergency nor able to act as normal citizens in the country where they reside.
Narrating Love and Violence is an ethnographic exploration of women’s stories
from the Himalayan valley of Lahaul, in the region of Himachal Pradesh, India,
focusing on how both, love and violence emerge (or function) at the intersection
of gender, tribe, caste, and the state in India. Himika Bhattacharya privileges the
everyday lives of women marginalized by caste and tribe to show how state and
community discourses about gendered violence serve as proxy for caste in India,
thus not only upholding these social hierarchies, but also enabling violence. The
women in this book tell their stories through love, articulated as rejection,
redefinition and reproduction of notions of violence and solidarity. Himika
Bhattacharya centers the women’s narratives as a site of knowledge—beyond
love and beyond violence. This book shows how women on the margins of tribe
and caste know both, love and violence, as agents wishing to re-shape
discourses of caste, tribe and community.
Why have some developing country states been more successful at facilitating
industrialization than others? An answer to this question is developed by focusing
both on patterns of state construction and intervention aimed at promoting
industrialization. Four countries are analyzed in detail - South Korea, Brazil,
India, and Nigeria - over the twentieth century. The states in these countries
varied from cohesive-capitalist (mainly in Korea), through fragmented-multiclass
(mainly in India), to neo-patrimonial (mainly in Nigeria). It is argued that cohesivecapitalist states have been most effective at promoting industrialization and neopatrimonial states the least. The performance of fragmented-multiclass states
falls somewhere in the middle. After explaining in detail as to why this should be
so, the study traces the origins of these different state types historically,
emphasizing the role of different types of colonialisms in the process of state
construction in the developing world.
Originally published: 1995. Paperback reissue, with a new preface by the author.
“Lopes brings his rigour, insight, and experience to this timely new book,
presenting a compelling rethink of traditional development models in Africa and
the need to seize on transformational change to build a sustainable future for the
continent." —Kofi Annan, former United Nations Secretary General “Some
readers will enjoy Lopes’ eclectic brilliance and breath-taking culture. Others will
salute his ability to bring compelling new angles to every topic. Everyone will be
impressed with his craftsmanship, his rich and multi-faceted approach to
development, and his high ethical standards. It is impossible to read this jewel
book and not feel smarter.” —Célestin Monga, African Development Bank’s Vice
President and Chief Economist “Drawing on his distinguished academic career,
policy experience at the highest level, and deep love of the continent, Lopes
provides a visionary analysis of Africa's current problems and future prospects.
This book provides a highly unusual combination of intellectualism and hardnosed pragmatism. A singular achievement.” —Ha-Joon Chang, University of
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Cambridge, UK “Thorough, thought-provoking, and beyond rhetoric: definitely a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand Africa’s present and future.”
—Enrico Letta, former Prime Minister of Italy, Dean of the Paris School of
International Affairs, Sciences Po, France Lopes delivers an overview of the
critical development issues facing the African continent today. He offers readers
a blueprint of policies to address issues, and an intense, heartfelt meditation on
the meaning of economic development in the age of democratic doubts, identity
crises, global fears and threatening issues of sustainability.
In Give a Man a Fish James Ferguson examines the rise of social welfare
programs in southern Africa, in which states make cash payments to their low
income citizens. More than thirty percent of South Africa's population receive
such payments, even as pundits elsewhere proclaim the neoliberal death of the
welfare state. These programs' successes at reducing poverty under conditions
of mass unemployment, Ferguson argues, provide an opportunity for rethinking
contemporary capitalism and for developing new forms of political mobilization.
Interested in an emerging "politics of distribution," Ferguson shows how new
demands for direct income payments (including so-called "basic income") require
us to reexamine the relation between production and distribution, and to ask new
questions about markets, livelihoods, labor, and the future of progressive politics.
The idea of social capital – meaning, most simply put, 'social connections' – was
unheard of outside a small circle of sociologists until very recently. Now, it is
proclaimed by the World Bank to be the 'missing link' in international
development and has become the subject of a flurry of books and research
papers. Harriss asks why this notion should have taken off in the dramatic way
that it has done and finds in its uses by the World Bank the attempt,
systematically, to obscure class relations and power.
Considers the complications of race, religion, sexuality, and gender in
Europeanizing from below
DIVA collection of foundational and contemporary essays in postcolonial science
studies./div
From Darfur to the Rwandan genocide, journalists, policymakers, and scholars
have blamed armed conflicts in Africa on ancient hatreds or competition for
resources. Here, Tsega Etefa compares three such cases—the Darfur conflict
between Arabs and non-Arabs, the Gumuz and Oromo clashes in Western
Oromia, and the Oromo-Pokomo conflict in the Tana Delta—in order to offer a
fuller picture of how ethnic violence in Africa begins. Diverse communities in
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya alike have long histories of peacefully sharing
resources, intermarrying, and resolving disputes. As he argues, ethnic conflicts
are fundamentally political conflicts, driven by non-inclusive political systems, the
monopolization of state resources, and the manipulation of ethnicity for political
gain, coupled with the lack of democratic mechanisms for redressing grievances.
Explains the uneven success of India's slum dwellers in demanding and securing
essential public services from the state.
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Surrounded by Canada’s densest concentration of chemical manufacturing
plants, members of the Aamjiwnaang First Nation express concern about a
declining male birth rate and high incidences of miscarriage, asthma, cancer, and
cardiovascular illness. Everyday Exposure uncovers the systemic injustices they
face as they fight for environmental justice. Exploring the problems that
conflicting levels of jurisdiction pose for the creation of effective policy, analyzing
clashes between Indigenous and scientific knowledge, and documenting the
experiences of Aamjiwnaang residents as they navigate their toxic environment,
this book argues that social and political change requires a transformative
“sensing policy” approach, one that takes the voices of Indigenous citizens
seriously.
Includes statistics.
DIVA collection of Ferguson's essays that bring the question of Africa into the
center of current debates on globalization, modernity, and emerging forms of
world order./div
A collection of essays by John Whiting, a leading figure in psychological
anthropology and a pioneer in the development of systematic cross-cultural
research.
The Anti-Politics Machine (1990) examines how international development
projects are conceived, researched, and put into practice. It also looks at what
these projects actually achieve. Ferguson criticizes the idea of externally-directed
‘development’ and argues that the process doesn’t take proper account of the
daily realities of the communities it is intended to benefit. Instead, they often
prioritize technical solutions for addressing poverty and ignoring its social and
political dimensions, so the structures that these projects put in place often have
unintended consequences. Ferguson suggests that until the process becomes
more reflective, development projects will continue to fail.
Roads matter to people. This claim is central to the work of Penny Harvey and
Hannah Knox, who in this book use the example of highway building in South
America to explore what large public infrastructural projects can tell us about
contemporary state formation, social relations, and emerging political economies.
Roads focuses on two main sites: the interoceanic highway currently under
construction between Brazil and Peru, a major public/private collaboration that is
being realized within new, internationally ratified regulatory standards; and a
recently completed one-hundred-kilometer stretch of highway between Iquitos,
the largest city in the Peruvian Amazon, and a small town called Nauta, one of
the earliest colonial settlements in the Amazon. The Iquitos-Nauta highway is one
of the most expensive roads per kilometer on the planet. Combining ethnographic
and historical research, Harvey and Knox shed light on the work of engineers and
scientists, bureaucrats and construction company officials. They describe how
local populations anticipated each of the road projects, even getting deeply
involved in questions of exact routing as worries arose that the road would
benefit some more than others. Connectivity was a key recurring theme as
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people imagined the prosperity that will come by being connected to other parts
of the country and with other parts of the world. Sweeping in scope and
conceptually ambitious, Roads tells a story of global flows of money, goods, and
people—and of attempts to stabilize inherently unstable physical and social
environments.
"In recent decades international development has grown into a world-shaping
industry. But how do aid agencies work and what do they achieve? How does aid
appear to those who receive it? And why has there been so little improvement in
the position of the poor? Viewing aid and development from anthropological
perspectives gives illuminating answers to questions such as these. This
essential textbook reveals anthropologists' often surprising findings and details
ethnographic case studies on the cultures of development. The authors use a
fertile literature to examine the socio-political organisation of aid communities,
agencies and networks as well as the judgements they make about each other.
Exploring the spaces between policy and practice, success and failure, the future
and the past, this book provides a rounded understanding of development work
that suggests new moral and political possibilities for an increasingly globalised
world"-Once lauded as the wave of the African future, Zambia's economic boom in the
1960s and early 1970s was fueled by the export of copper and other primary
materials. Since the mid-1970s, however, the urban economy has rapidly
deteriorated, leaving workers scrambling to get by. Expectations of Modernity
explores the social and cultural responses to this prolonged period of sharp
economic decline. Focusing on the experiences of mineworkers in the Copperbelt
region, James Ferguson traces the failure of standard narratives of urbanization
and social change to make sense of the Copperbelt's recent history. He instead
develops alternative analytic tools appropriate for an "ethnography of decline."
Ferguson shows how the Zambian copper workers understand their own
experience of social, cultural, and economic "advance" and "decline." Ferguson's
ethnographic study transports us into their lives—the dynamics of their relations
with family and friends, as well as copper companies and government agencies.
Theoretically sophisticated and vividly written, Expectations of Modernity will
appeal not only to those interested in Africa today, but to anyone contemplating
the illusory successes of today's globalizing economy.
In Dreams for Lesotho: Independence, Foreign Assistance, and Development,
John Aerni-Flessner studies the post-independence emergence of Lesotho as an
example of the uneven ways in which people experienced development at the
end of colonialism in Africa. The book posits that development became the
language through which Basotho (the people of Lesotho) conceived of the dream
of independence, both before and after the 1966 transfer of power. While many
studies of development have focused on the perspectives of funding
governments and agencies, Aerni-Flessner approaches development as an
African-driven process in Lesotho. The book examines why both political leaders
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and ordinary people put their faith in development, even when projects regularly
failed to alleviate poverty. He argues that the potential promise of development
helped make independence real for Africans. The book utilizes government
archives in four countries, but also relies heavily on newspapers, oral histories,
and the archives of multilateral organizations like the World Bank. It will interest
scholars of decolonization, development, empire, and African and South African
history.
Foreign aid is about charity. International development is about technical fixes. At
least that is what we, as donor publics, are constantly told. The result is a highly
dysfunctional aid system which mistakes short-term results for long-term
transformation and gets attacked across the political spectrum, with the right
claiming we spend too much, and the left that we don't spend enough. The
reality, as Yanguas argues in this highly provocative book, is that aid isn't – or at
least shouldn't be – about levels of spending, nor interventions shackled to vague
notions of 'accountability' and 'ownership'. Instead, a different approach is
possible, one that acknowledges aid as being about struggle, about taking sides,
about politics. It is an approach that has been quietly applied by innovative
development practitioners around the world, providing political coverage for local
reformers to open up spaces for change. Drawing on a variety of conventiondefying stories from a variety of countries – from Britain to the US, Sierra Leone
to Honduras – Yanguas provides an eye-opening account of what we really mean
when we talk about aid.
Development, it is generally assumed, is good and necessary, and in its name the West has
intervened, implementing all manner of projects in the impoverished regions of the world.
When these projects fail, as they do with astonishing regularity, they nonetheless produce a
host of regular and unacknowledged effects, including the expansion of bureaucratic state
power and the translation of the political realities of poverty and powerlessness into "technical"
problems awaiting solution by "development" agencies and experts. It is the political
intelligibility of these effects, along with the process that produces them, that this book seeks to
illuminate through a detailed case study of the workings of the "development" industry in one
country, Lesotho, and in one "development" project. Using an anthropological approach
grounded in the work of Foucault, James Ferguson analyzes the institutional framework within
which such projects are crafted and the nature of "development discourse," revealing how it is
that, despite all the "expertise" that goes into formulating development projects, they
nonetheless often demonstrate a startling ignorance of the historical and political realities of
the locale they are intended to help. In a close examination of the attempted implementation of
the Thaba-Tseka project in Lesotho, Ferguson shows how such a misguided approach plays
out, how, in fact, the "development" apparatus in Lesotho acts as an "anti-politics machine,"
everywhere whisking political realities out of sight and all the while performing, almost
unnoticed, its own pre-eminently political operation of strengthening the state presence in the
local region.James Ferguson is an associate professor of anthropology at the University of
California at Irvine.
In Hydraulic City Nikhil Anand explores the politics of Mumbai's water infrastructure to
demonstrate how citizenship emerges through the continuous efforts to control, maintain, and
manage the city's water. Through extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Mumbai's settlements,
Anand found that Mumbai's water flows, not through a static collection of pipes and valves, but
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through a dynamic infrastructure built on the relations between residents, plumbers, politicians,
engineers, and the 3,000 miles of pipe that bind them. In addition to distributing water, the
public water network often reinforces social identities and the exclusion of marginalized
groups, as only those actively recognized by city agencies receive legitimate water services.
This form of recognition—what Anand calls "hydraulic citizenship"—is incremental, intermittent,
and reversible. It provides residents an important access point through which they can make
demands on the state for other public services such as sanitation and education. Tying the
ways Mumbai's poorer residents are seen by the state to their historic, political, and material
relations with water pipes, the book highlights the critical role infrastructures play in
consolidating civic and social belonging in the city.
The book is a case study of development in the Thaba-Tseka district of Lesotho during the
period 1975 to 1984. It looks at the workings of the development industry in the country and in
particular at one development project. The book looks at the way specific ideas about
development are generated and deployed by development agencies, and the effects of these
ideas in the outcome of the schemes.
First published in 1940 and this edition in 1987, this book is a comparative study of African
political institutions. It describes different types of social organisation that are found in a
number of African societies and analyses the principles underlying these traditional forms of
government. The volume represents the results of field studies carried out by trained
investigators in a number of areas, and was compiled and edited under the auspices of the
International African Institute. It will be of interest to students, anthropologists and
administrators.
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