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How should we treat non-human animals? In this immensely powerful and influential book
(now with a new introduction by Sapiens author Yuval Noah Harari), the renowned moral
philosopher Peter Singer addresses this simple question with trenchant, dispassionate
reasoning. Accompanied by the disturbing evidence of factory farms and laboratories, his
answers triggered the birth of the animal rights movement. 'An extraordinary book which has
had extraordinary effects... Widely known as the bible of the animal liberation movement'
Independent on Sunday In the decades since this landmark classic first appeared, some public
attitudes to animals may have changed but our continued abuse of animals in factory farms
and as tools for research shows that the underlying ideas Singer exposes as ethically
indefensible are still dominating the way we treat animals. As Yuval Harari’s brilliantly argued
introduction makes clear, this book is as relevant now as the day it was written.
Collection of historical, theoretical and applied articles on the ethical considerations in the
treatment of animals by human beings.
Edited by Tom L. Beauchamp and R.G. Frey.
Over the past thirty years, as Wesley J. Smith details in his latest book, the concept of animal
rights has been seeping into the very bone marrow of Western culture. One reason for this
development is that the term “animal rights” is so often used very loosely, to mean simply
being nicer to animals. But although animal rights groups do sometimes focus their activism on
promoting animal welfare, the larger movement they represent is actually advancing a radical
belief system. For some activists, the animal rights ideology amounts to a quasi religion, one
whose central doctrine declares a moral equivalency between the value of animal lives and the
value of human lives. Animal rights ideologues embrace their beliefs with a fervor that is
remarkably intense and sustained, to the point that many dedicate their entire lives to
“speaking for those who cannot speak for themselves.” Some believe their cause to be so
righteous that it entitles them to cross the line from legitimate advocacy to vandalism and
harassment, or even terrorism against medical researchers, the fur and food industries, and
others they accuse of abusing animals. All people who love animals and recognize their
intrinsic worth can agree with Wesley J. Smith that human beings owe animals respect,
kindness, and humane care. But Smith argues eloquently that our obligation to humanity
matters more, and that granting “rights” to animals would inevitably diminish human dignity. In
making this case with reason and passion, A Rat Is a Pig Is a Dog Is a Boy strikes a major
blow against a radically antihuman dogma.
From an award-winning historian, the outlandish story of the man who gave rights to animals.
In Gilded Age America, people and animals lived cheek-by-jowl in environments that were dirty
and dangerous to man and beast alike. The industrial city brought suffering, but it also inspired
a compassion for animals that fueled a controversial anti-cruelty movement. From the center of
these debates, Henry Bergh launched a shocking campaign to grant rights to animals. A
Traitor to His Species is revelatory social history, awash with colorful characters. Cheered on
by thousands of men and women who joined his cause, Bergh fought with robber barons, Five
Points gangs, and legendary impresario P.T. Barnum, as they pushed for new laws to protect
trolley horses, livestock, stray dogs, and other animals. Raucous and entertaining, A Traitor to
His Species tells the story of a remarkable man who gave voice to the voiceless and shaped
our modern relationship with animals.
Offering writings by Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hume, Hegel, Marx, Kant, J.S. Mill,
Nietzsche, Rawls & Singer, this anthology provides access to the historical roots of the animal
rights cause.
This book challenges the notion that humans aren't any more important than, say, ants, and
ethics and politics must be adjusted accordingly as not to rank human concerns as primary.
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In the past decade, philosopher Bernard Rollin points out, we have "witnessed a major
revolution in social concern with animal welfare and the moral status of animals."
Adopting the stance of a moderate, Harold Guither attempts to provide an unbiased
examination of the paths and goals of the members of the animal rights movement and
of its detractors. Given the level of confusion, suspicion, misunderstanding, and
mistrust between the two sides, Guither admits the difficulty in locating, much less
staying in, the middle of the road. The philosophical conflict, however, is fairly clear:
those who resist reform, fearing that radical change in the treatment of animals will
infringe on their business and property rights, versus the new activists who espouse a
different set of moral and ethical obligations toward animals. From his position as a
moderate, Guither presents a brief history of animal protection and the emergence of
animal rights, describes the scope of the movement, and identifies major players such
as Paul and Linda McCartney and organizations such as People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals that are actively involved in the movement. He concentrates on
what is actually happening in the 1990s, discussing in detail the possible consequences
of the current debate for those who own, use, or enjoy animals in entertainment and
leisure pursuits. A reference work for students in animal sciences and veterinary
medicine, the book also poses questions for philosophers, sociologists, and public
policymakers as well as animal owners, animal and biomedical researchers, and
manufacturers and distributors of animal equipment and supplies.
To all of these animals we owe respect for their basic inviolable rights.
Argues that the way humans treat animals results from the contradiction between the
ideas that animals have some rights, but that they are also property, and offers ways to
resolve the conflict.
Offers a forthright approach to the many disquieting questions surrounding the
emotional debate over animal rights. This book includes a chapter on animal
agriculture, and additional discussions of animal law, companion animal issues, genetic
engineering, animal pain, animal research, and other topics.
The necessity forÂ animalÂ use in biomedical research is a hotly debated topic in
classrooms throughout the country. Frequently teachers and students do not have
access toÂ balanced, Â factual material to foster an informed discussion on the topic.
This colorful, 50-page booklet is designed to educate teenagers about the role of
animal research in combating disease, past and present; the perspective of animal use
within the whole spectrum of biomedical research; the regulations and oversight that
govern animal research; and the continuing efforts to use animals more efficiently and
humanely.
Discusses the history of philosophy regarding human-animal realationships, arguing
that historical philosophical indifference to animal life has in fact demeaned humanity.
Regan provides the theoretical framework that grounds a responsible pro-animal rights
perspective, and ultimately explores how asking moral questions about other animals
can lead to a better understanding of ourselves.

Edited by Mylan Engel Jr. and Gary Lynn Comstock, this book employs different
ethical lenses, including classical deontology, libertarianism, commonsense
morality, virtue ethics, utilitarianism, and the capabilities approach, to explore the
philosophical basis for the strong animal rights view, which holds that animals
have moral rights equal in strength to the rights of humans, while also addressing
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what are undoubtedly the most serious challenges to the strong animal rights
stance, including the challenges posed by rights nihilism, the “kind” argument
against animal rights, the problem of predation, and the comparative value of
lives. In addition, contributors explore the practical import of animal rights both
from a social policy standpoint and from the standpoint of personal ethical
decisions concerning what to eat and whether to hunt animals. Unlike other
volumes on animal rights, which focus primarily on the legal rights of animals,
and unlike other anthologies on animal ethics, which tend to cover a wide variety
of topics but only devote a few articles to each topic, this volume focuses
exclusively on the question of whether animals have moral rights and the
practical import of such rights. The Moral Rights of Animals will be an
indispensable resource for scholars, teachers, and students in the fields of
animal ethics, applied ethics, ethical theory, and human-animal studies, as well
as animal rights advocates and policy makers interested in improving the
treatment of animals.
In Refugees, Nathan Bell argues for nothing less than a new concept of the
political: that societies (liberal or not, in the mode of the sovereign state or some
other form) embrace an ethos of responsibility for others, where the right to seek
asylum becomes foundational for politics itself.
Animal Rights and Human ObligationsPrentice Hall
Examines the philosophical aspects of the treatment of animals and argues that
animals have a basic moral right to respectful treatment
This shocking expose dispels the negative image of animal rights advocates
portrayed by the media, unmasks the fraudulent rhetoric of human treatment
favored by animal exploiters, and explain why exisiting laws function to legitimize
institutional cruelty.
He puts the issue of animal rights in historical context, drawing parallels between
animal rights activism and other social movements, including the anti-slavery
movement in the nineteenth century and the gay-lesbian struggle today. He also
outlines the challenges to animal rights posed by deep ecology and ecofeminism
to using animals for human purposes and addresses the ethical dilemma of the
animal rights advocate whose employer uses animals for research."--BOOK
JACKET.
Here, for the first time, the world's two leading authorities--Tom Regan, who
argues for animal rights, and Carl Cohen, who argues against them--make their
respective case before the public at large. The very terms of the debate will never
be the same. This seminal moment in the history of the controversy over animal
rights will influence the direction of this debate throughout the rest of the century.
Visit our website for sample chapters!
At the same time, he argues that humans have a greater interest in life and liberty than
most species of nonhuman animals.
In this acclaimed book, Scruton takes the issues relating to vivisection, hunting, animal
testing and BSE and places them in a wider framework of thought and feeling. Now
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available in paperback
Presents a compelling new view of our moral relationships to the other animals
Do animals have moral rights? If so, which ones? How does this affect our thinking
about agriculture and experimentation? If animals have moral rights, should they be
protected by law? These are some of the questions addressed in this collection, which
contains more than 30 papers spanning nearly 40 years of debates about animal rights.
It includes work by leading advocates of animal rights both in philosophy and law, as
well as contributions by those resolutely opposed to the very idea of animal rights. A
substantial Introduction surveys key arguments in the area and puts the papers in
context.
In Beyond Animal Rights, Josephine Donovan and Carol J. Adams introduced feminist
"ethic of care" theory into philosophical discussions of the treatment of animals. In this
new volume, seven essays from Beyond Animal Rights are joined by nine new articlesmost of which were written in response to that book-and a new introduction that situates
feminist animal care theory within feminist theory and the larger debate over animal
rights. Contributors critique theorists' reliance on natural rights doctrine and
utilitarianism, which, they suggest, have a masculine bias. They argue for ethical
attentiveness and sympathy in our relationships with animals and propose a link
between the continuing subjugation of women and the human domination of nature.
Beginning with the earliest articulation of the idea in the mid-1980s and continuing to
the theory's most recent revisions, this volume presents the most complete portrait of
the evolution of the feminist-care tradition., reviewing a previous edition or volume
Are men literally born to cheat? Does monogamy actually serve women's interests?
These are among the questions that have made The Moral Animal one of the most
provocative science books in recent years. Wright unveils the genetic strategies behind
everything from our sexual preferences to our office politics--as well as their
implications for our moral codes and public policies. Illustrations.
How can someone who condemns hunting, animal farming, and animal experimentation
also favor legal abortion, which is the deliberate destruction of a human fetus? The
authors of Beating Hearts aim to reconcile this apparent conflict and examine the
surprisingly similar strategic and tactical questions faced by activists in the pro-life and
animal rights movements. Beating Hearts maintains that sentience, or the ability to
have subjective experiences, grounds a being's entitlement to moral concern. The
authors argue that nearly all human exploitation of animals is unjustified. Early
abortions do not contradict the sentience principle because they precede fetal
sentience, and Beating Hearts explains why the mere potential for sentience does not
create moral entitlements. Late abortions do raise serious moral questions, but forcing
a woman to carry a child to term is problematic as a form of gender-based exploitation.
These ethical explorations lead to a wider discussion of the strategies deployed by the
pro-life and animal rights movements. Should legal reforms precede or follow attitudinal
changes? Do gory images win over or alienate supporters? Is violence ever principled?
By probing the connections between debates about abortion and animal rights, Beating
Hearts uses each highly contested set of questions to shed light on the other.
Alasdair Cochrane introduces an entirely new theory of animal rights grounded in their
interests as sentient beings. He then applies this theory to different and underexplored policy
areas, such as genetic engineering, pet-keeping, indigenous hunting, and religious slaughter.
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In contrast to other proponents of animal rights, Cochrane claims that because most sentient
animals are not autonomous agents, they have no intrinsic interest in liberty. As such, he
argues that our obligations to animals lie in ending practices that cause their suffering and
death and do not require the liberation of animals. Cochrane's "interest-based rights approach"
weighs the interests of animals to determine which is sufficient to impose strict duties on
humans. In so doing, Cochrane acknowledges that sentient animals have a clear and
discernable right not to be made to suffer and not to be killed, but he argues that they do not
have a prima facie right to liberty. Because most animals possess no interest in leading freely
chosen lives, humans have no moral obligation to liberate them. Moving beyond theory to the
practical aspects of applied ethics, this pragmatic volume provides much-needed perspective
on the realities and responsibilities of the human-animal relationship.
This book, the culmination of forty years of theorizing about the moral status of animals,
explicates and justifies society’s moral obligation to animals in terms of the commonsense
metaphysics and ethics ofAristotle’s concept of telos. Rollin uses this concept to assert that
humans have a responsibility to treat animals ethically. Aristotle used the concept, from the
Greek word for "end" or "purpose," as the core explanatory concept for the world we live in. We
understand what an animal is by what it does. This is the nature of an animal, and helps us
understand our obligations to animals.
Animals and Ethics 101 helps readers identify and evaluate the arguments for and against
various uses of animals, such: - Is it morally wrong to experiment on animals? Why or why
not? - Is it morally permissible to eat meat? Why or why not? - Are we morally obligated to
provide pets with veterinary care (and, if so, how much?)? Why or why not? And other
challenging issues and questions. Developed as a companion volume to an online "Animals &
Ethics" course, it is ideal for classroom use, discussion groups or self study. The book
presupposes no conclusions on these controversial moral questions about the treatment of
animals, and argues for none either. Its goal is to help the reader better engage the issues and
arguments on all sides with greater clarity, understanding and argumentative rigor. Includes a
bonus chapter, "Abortion and Animal Rights: Does Either Topic Lead to the Other?"
By presenting models for understanding animals' moral status and rights, and examining their
mental lives and welfare, the author explores the implications for how we should treat animals
in connection with our diet, zoos, and research.
As the most populous province in Canada, Ontario is a microcosm of the animal welfare issues
which beset Western civilization. The authors of this book, chairman and vice-chairman,
respectively, of the Ontario Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, find themselves
constantly being made aware of the atrocities committed in the Society’s jurisdiction. They
have been, in turn, puzzled, exasperated and horrified at humanity’s cruelty to our fellow
sentient beings. The issues discussed in this book are the most contentious in animal welfare
disputes — animal experimentation, fur-farming and trapping, the use of animals for human
entertainment and the conditions under which animals are raised for human consumption.
They are complex issues and should be thought about fairly and seriously. The authors,
standing squarely on the side of the animals, suggest “community” and “belonging” as
concepts through which to understand our relationships to other species. They ground their
ideas in Wordsworth’s “primal sympathy” and Jung’s “unconscious identity” with the animal
realm. The philosophy developed in this book embraces common sense and compromise as
the surest paths to the goal of animal welfare. It requires respect and consideration for other
species while acknowledging our primary obligations to our fellow humans.
Mary Anne Warren explores a theoretical question which lies at the heart of practical ethics:
what are the criteria for having moral status? In other words, what are the criteria for being an
entity towards which people have moral obligations? Some philosophers maintain that there is
one intrinsic property—for instance, life, sentience, humanity, or moral agency. Others believe
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that relational properties, such as belonging to a human community, are more important. In
Part I of the book, Warren argues that no single property can serve as the sole criterion for
moral status; instead, life, sentience, moral agency, and social and biotic relationships are all
relevant, each in a different way. She presents seven basic principles, each focusing on a
property that can, in combination with others, legitimately affect an agent's moral obligations
towards entities of a given type. In Part II, these principles are applied in an examination of
three controversial ethical issues: voluntary euthanasia, abortion
Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum bring together an all-star cast of contributors to explore
the legal and political issues that underlie the campaign for animal rights and the opposition to
it. Addressing ethical questions about ownership, protection against unjustified suffering, and
the ability of animals to make their own choices free from human control, the authors offer
numerous different perspectives on animal rights and animal welfare. They show that whatever
one's ultimate conclusions, the relationship between human beings and nonhuman animals is
being fundamentally rethought. This book offers a state-of-the-art treatment of that rethinking.
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