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Reader's Guide to the Social Sciences Jonathan Michie 2014-02-03 This 2-volume work includes
approximately 1,200 entries in A-Z order, critically reviewing the literature on specific topics from abortion
to world systems theory. In addition, nine major entries cover each of the major disciplines (political
economy; management and business; human geography; politics; sociology; law; psychology;
organizational behavior) and the history and development of the social sciences in a broader sense.
Philosophy of Social Science Ted Benton 2017-09-16 Philosophers and social scientists share a
common goal: to explore fundamental truths about ourselves and the nature of the world in which we live.
But in what ways do these two distinct disciplines inform each other and arrive at these truths? The 10th

anniversary edition of this highly regarded text directly responds to such issues as it introduces students
to the philosophy of social science. While staying true to the writing of the late Ian Craib, this perennial
text has been brought up to date by Ted Benton. This new edition includes previously unpublished
personal insights from both authors, incorporates new commentaries on classic content and features an
additional chapter on recent developments in the field. The book: • Addresses critical issues relating to
the nature of social science • Interrogates the relationship between social science and natural science •
Encompasses traditional and contemporary perspectives • Introduces and critiques a wide range of
approaches, from empiricism and positivism to post structuralism and rationalism. Written in an engaging
and student-friendly style, the book introduces key ideas and concepts while raising questions and
opening debates. A cornerstone text in the Traditions in Social Theory series, this book remains essential
reading for all students of social theory.
Contemporary Philosophy and Social Science Michiru Nagatsu 2019-05-30 How should we theorize
about the social world? How can we integrate theories, models and approaches from seemingly
incompatible disciplines? Does theory affect social reality? This state-of-the-art collection addresses
contemporary methodological questions and interdisciplinary developments in the philosophy of social
science. Facilitating a mutually enriching dialogue, chapters by leading social scientists are followed by
critical evaluations from philosophers of social science. This exchange showcases recent major
theoretical and methodological breakthroughs and challenges in the social sciences, as well as fruitful
ways in which the analytic tools developed in philosophy of science can be applied to understand these
advancements. The volume covers a diverse range of principles, methods, innovations and applications,
including scientific and methodological pluralism, performativity of theories, causal inferences and
applications of social science to policy and business. Taking a practice-orientated and interactive
approach, it offers a new philosophy of social science grounded in and relevant to the emerging social

science practice.
Game Theory in the Social Sciences Luca Lambertini 2011-03-31 Individuals, firms, governments and
nations behave strategically, for good and bad. Over the last few decades, game theory has been
constructed and progressively refined to become the major tool used by social scientists to understand,
predict and regulate strategic interaction among agents who often have conflicting interests. In the
surprisingly anodyne jargon of the theory, they ‘play games’. This book offers an introduction to the basic
tools of game theory and an overview of a number of applications to real-world cases, covering the areas
of economics, politics and international relations. Each chapter is accompanied by some suggestions
about further reading.
Philosophy of Social Science Mark Risjord 2014-05-16 The Philosophy of Social Science: A
Contemporary Introduction examines the perennial questions of philosophy by engaging with the
empirical study of society. The book offers a comprehensive overview of debates in the field, with special
attention to questions arising from new research programs in the social sciences. The text uses detailed
examples of social scientific research to motivate and illustrate the philosophical discussion. Topics
include the relationship of social policy to social science, interpretive research, action explanation, game
theory, social scientific accounts of norms, joint intentionality, reductionism, causal modeling, case study
research, and experimentation.
Between Philosophy and Social Science Max Horkheimer 1995-08-28 These essays reveal another side
of Horkheimer, focusing on his remarkable contributions to critical theory in the 1930s. Max Horkheimer
is well known as the director of the Frankfurt Institute for Social Research and as a sometime collaborator
with Theodor Adorno, especially on their classic Dialectic of Enlightenment. These essays reveal another
side of Horkheimer, focusing on his remarkable contributions to critical theory in the 1930s. Included are
Horkheimer's inaugural address as director of the Institute, in which he outlines the interdisciplinary
research program that would dominate the initial phase of the Frankfurt School, his first full monograph,

and a number of other pieces published in the 1930s. The essays, most of which have not appeared in
English before, are surprisingly relevant to current post-philosophy debates, notably "On the Problem of
Truth," with its focus on pragmatism, and "The Rationalism Debate in Current Philosophy," a sustained
critique of the post-Cartesian philosophy of consciousness. Horkheimer's 1933 critique of Kantian ethics,
"Materialism and Morality," is of particular interest given the current reaction to the neo-Kantian aspect of
Habermas's work. There are also essays relevant to the current foundations debate within Continental
philosophy, and the rationality/relativism question is sustained throughout the volume.
Philosophy and the Social Sciences Vernon Pratt 2003-09-02 Published in the year 2004, Philosophy
and the Social Sciences is a valuable contribution to the field of Sociology.
Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Social Sciences Byron Kaldis 2013-04-02 "This encyclopedia,
magnificently edited by Byron Kaldis, will become a valuable source both of reference and inspiration for
all those who are interested in the interrelation between philosophy and the many facets of the social
sciences. A must read for every student of the humanities." Wulf Gaertner, University of Osnabrueck,
Germany "Like all good works of reference this Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Social Sciences is
not to be treated passively: it provides clear and sometimes controversial material for constructive
confrontation. It is a rich resource for critical engagement. The Encyclopedia conceived and edited by
Byron Kaldis is a work of impressive scope and I am delighted to have it on my bookshelf.” David Bloor,
Edinburgh University "This splendid and possibly unique work steers a skilful course between narrower
conceptions of philosophy and the social sciences. It will be an invaluable resource for students and
researchers in either or both fields, and to anyone working on the interrelations between them." William
Outhwaite, Newcastle University The Encyclopedia of Philosophy and the Social Sciences is the first of
its kind in bringing the subjects of philosophy and the social sciences together. It is not only about the
philosophy of the social sciences but, going beyond that, it is also about the relationship between
philosophy and the social sciences. The subject of the Encyclopedia is purposefully multi- and inter-

disciplinary. Knowledge boundaries are both delineated and crossed over. The goal is to convey a clear
sense of how philosophy looks at the social sciences and to mark out a detailed picture of how the two
are interrelated: interwoven at certain times but also differentiated and contrasted at others. The Entries
cover topics of central significance but also those that are both controversial and on the cutting-edge,
underlining the unique mark of this Encyclopedia: the interrelationship between philosophy and the social
sciences, especially as it is found in fresh ideas and unprecedented hybrid disciplinary areas. The
Encyclopedia serves a further dual purpose: it contributes to the renewal of the philosophy of the social
sciences and helps to promote novel modes of thinking about some of its classic problems.
Method in Social Science Andrew Sayer 1992 In its second edition, Method in Social Science was widely
praised for its penetrating analysis of central questions in social science discourse. This revised edition
comes with a new preface and a full bibliography. The book is intended for students and researchers
familiar with social science but having little or no previous experiences of philosophical and
methodological discussion, and for those who are interested in realism and method.
Social Science Gerard Delanty 1997 It is argued that the conception of social science emerging today is
one that involves a synthesis of radical constructivism and critical realism. The crucial challenge facing
social science is a question of its public role: growing reflexivity in society has implications for the social
production of knowledge and is bringing into question the separation of expert systems from other forms
of knowledge.
PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RICHARD S. RUDNER 1966
Philosophy of Science Gerhard Schurz 2013-11-20 Philosophy of Science: A Unified Approach combines
a general introduction to philosophy of science with an integrated survey of all its important subfields. As
the book’s subtitle suggests, this excellent overview is guided methodologically by "a unified approach" to
philosophy of science: behind the diversity of scientific fields one can recognize a methodological unity of
the sciences. This unity is worked out in this book, revealing all the while important differences between

subject areas. Structurally, this comprehensive book offers a two-part approach, which makes it an
excellent introduction for students new to the field and a useful resource for more advanced students.
Each chapter is divided into two sections. The first section assumes no foreknowledge of the subject
introduced, and the second section builds upon the first by bringing into the conversation more advanced,
complementary topics. Definitions, key propositions, examples and figures overview all of the core
material. At the end of every chapter there are selected readings and exercises (with solutions at the end
of the book). The book also includes a comprehensive bibliography and an index.
New Directions in the Philosophy of Social Science Daniel Little 2016-09-12 An accessible introduction to
the latest developments and debates in the philosophy of social science.
Readings in the Philosophy of Social Science Michael Martin 1994 the first comprehensive anthology in
the philosophy of social science to appear since the late 1960s
Realism and Social Science Andrew Sayer 2000-02-11 Realism and Social Science offers an
authoritative guide to critical realism and an assessment of its virtues in comparison with other leading
traditions in social science. It is illustrated throughout with relevant and accessible examples.
Science and Social Science Malcolm Williams 2012-10-02 Is social science really a science at all, and if
so in what sense? This is the first question that any course on the philosophy of the social sciences must
tackle. In this brief introduction, Malcolm Williams gives students the grounding that will enable them to
discuss the issues involved with confidence. He looks at: * The historical development of natural science
and its distinctive methodology * the case in favour of an objective science of the social which follows the
same rules * The arguments of social constructionists, interpretative sociologists and others against
objectivity and even science itself * recent developments in natural science - for instance the rise of
complexity theory and the increased questioning of positivism - which bring it closer to some of the key
arguments of social science. Throughout, the book is illustrated with short clear examples taken from the
actual practice of social science research and from popular works of natural science which will illuminate

the debate for all students whatever their background.
The Philosophy of Social Science Garry Potter 2014-06-11 New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social
Science provides a comprehensive history, explanation and critique of empiricism and positivism within
the natural and social sciences, as well as an overview of the interpretivist/hermeneutic tradition in social
science. Questions concerning the criteria for judging truth and validity, the nature of rationality, social
reality and scientificity, unfold in a uniquely accessible dialogue format. Students with no previous
knowledge of this highly contested field will find themsleves taken on an entertaining and challenging
philosophical journey. The dialogue anticipates the most frequently asked questions of such readers,
provides clear explanations of all specialised terminology and contextualises contemporary debates. It
thus transforms potential confusion into a clear understanding of complex issues. The text shows how the
perspectives of earlier traditions persist in modified form, covering poststructuralism, postmodernism,
critical theory, feminist epistemology and concludes with a critical realist account of both natural and
social science. New Perspectives of the Philosophy of Social Science is essential reading for students of
social theory and the philosophy of social science. Students across the full range of social science
disciplines will find the book of interest. Sociology students will find it a particularly valuable resource.
Philosophy of the Social Sciences Patrick Baert 2016-01-08 In this ground-breaking new text, Patrick
Baert analyses thecentral perspectives in the philosophy of social science,critically investigating the work
of Durkheim, Weber, Popper,critical realism, critical theory, and Rorty's neo pragmatism. Places key
writers in their social and political contexts,helping to make their ideas meaningful to students. Shows
how these authors’ views have practical uses inempirical research. Lively approach that makes complex
ideas understandable toupper-level students, as well as having scholarly appeal.
The Idea of a Social Science and Its Relation to Philosophy Peter Winch 2008 Winch addresses the
possibility and practice of a comprehensive 'science of society', drawing from the works of such thinkers

as Ludwig Wittgenstein, J.S. Mill and Max Weber to make his case.
Interpretation in Social Life, Social Science, and Marketing John O'Shaughnessy 2009-05-07
'Interpretation' is used as an umbrella for bringing together a wide range of concepts and developments
in the philosophy of social science that provide the foundation for clear thinking about social phenomena.
In his new book, John O’Shaughnessy familiarises the reader with the nature of interpretation and its
importance in social life, decision making in social science enquiries and consumer marketing, thus
offering a multidisciplinary approach to problems of bias and uncertainty. Thus, this book is novel in its
outlook and comprehensive in its approach. Whereas past studies in interpretation have focused on
hermeneutical methods, O’Shaughnessy goes further considering the role of interpretation in social
interactions, in undertaking scientific work, in the use of statistics, in causal analysis, in consumer
evaluations of products and artifacts and in interpreting problematic situations together with the
corresponding biases arising from emotional happiness and the concepts employed.
Philosophical Foundations of the Social Sciences Harold Kincaid 1996 This 1996 book argues that
behind the diverse methods of the natural sciences lies a common core of scientific rationality.
Making Social Science Matter Bent Flyvbjerg 2001-01-15 Making Social Science Matter presents an
exciting new approach to the social and behavioral sciences including theoretical argument,
methodological guidelines, and examples of practical application. Why has social science failed in
attempts to emulate natural science and produce normal theory? Bent Flyvbjerg argues that the strength
of social sciences lies in its rich, reflexive analysis of values and power, essential to the social and
economic development of any society. Richly informed, powerfully argued, and clearly written, this book
opens up a new future for the social sciences. Its empowering message will make it required reading for
students and academics across the social and behavioral sciences.
The Structure of Social Science Michael H. Lessnoff 2021-10-18 Originally published in 1974, this book
provided a most useful introductory survey of all the major philosophical issues relating to the social

sciences at the time. While it covers a remarkable amount of ground in a short space, it is never
superficial, for its lucid and careful analysis does full justice to the complexities and controversies of the
subject. Nor is it merely a survey, for, while putting all points of view with scrupulous fairness, the author
never fails to make clear his own, and to support it with reasoned argument. The book’s basic framework
is a comparison of physical and social science, and in this context the author examines the problems of
the mental aspect of social life, general laws, the individual and the social, explanation, and the relation
of fact to value. He is far from advocating (as is often done) the wholesale acceptance or rejection of the
‘physical science model’ in the social sciences – rather, he carefully considers the various elements of
the model in relation to the nature of social life. A noteworthy feature of this book is the philosophical
analysis of statistical correlations and tests of significance, which bulk so large in the practice of social
scientists, yet are all too seldom discussed in books of this kind. Also of special interest is the penetrating
and original analysis of functionalist explanation in social science. Students of the social sciences and of
philosophy will find this an admirable introduction to an important aspect of their respective disciplines.
Revitalizing Causality Ruth Groff 2007-12-18 This cutting edge collection of new and previously
published articles by philosophers and social scientists addresses just what it means to invoke causal
mechanisms, or powers, in the context of offering a causal explanation. A unique collection, it offers the
reader various disciplinary and inter-disciplinary divides, helping to stake out a new, neo-Aristotelian
position within contemporary debate.
Varieties Of Social Explanation Daniel Little 1991 Professor Little presents an introduction to the
philosophy of social science with an emphasis on the central forms of explanation in social science:
rational-intentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist, statistical and interpretive. The book is very
strong on recent developments, particularly in its treatment of rational choice theory, microfoundations for
social explanation, the idea of supervenience, functionalism, and current discussions of relativism.Of
special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of natural science, the philosophy of

social science can profit from examining actual scientific examples. Throughout the book, philosophical
theory is integrated with recent empirical work on both agrarian and industrial society drawn from political
science, sociology, geography, anthropology, and economics.Clearly written and well structured, this text
provides the logical and conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the debates at the cutting edge of
contemporary philosophy of social science. It will prove indispensible for philosophers, social scientists
and their students.
Ethics As Social Science Leland B. Yeager 2002-01-01 . . . this is a very ambitious book ranging over a
great deal of territory and a great number of issues . . . the general perspectives offered are certainly
engaging. Alan Hamlin, Journal of Economic Methodology . . . an illuminating book, informed by careful
thought and wide-ranging scholarship. David Gordon, The Mises Review Economics claims to be a
science of choice and its unintended consequences, but economists sneak moral judgments in through
the back door. Ethics, on the other hand, often falters on the stilts of weak economic theories and
assumptions. The result economics without ethics is often sterile, and ethics without economics is often
incoherent. Severed from one another, each can be dangerously misleading, and each misses the
opportunity to better understand the economic and moral complexity behind social cooperation. Ethics as
Social Science helps reconcile the two disciplines, and represents years of seasoned, careful thinking on
the topic. Using clear, straightforward language, Yeager argues that economists should be alert to their
ethical positions, rather than preach tacitly behind the mask of social welfare analysis and the like.
Calling for a comparative institutional analysis, Yeager himself advances an argument in favor of an
indirect or rule utilitarianism, one that is sure to unleash debate among libertarians, classical liberals, and
defenders of mainstream welfare economics, and among moral philosophers who follow the present state
of economic theory. David L. Prychitko, Northern Michigan University, US With this important book,
esteemed economist Leland B. Yeager grounds moral and political philosophy in the requirements of a
well-functioning society, one whose members reap the gains from peaceful cooperation while pursuing

their own diverse goals. This book explores the reasons an individual may have for helping to uphold
such a society rather than seeking a free ride on the moral behavior of others. A work in the tradition of
Hume, Smith, Mill, von Mises, Hayek and Hazlitt, it expounds a rules or indirect version of utilitarianism. It
reviews criticisms of utilitarianism in detail, as well as alternative grounds of ethics including
contractarianism, rights-based doctrines, and appeals to specific intuitions. Yeager brings the insights of
economics to bear on a field usually dominated by philosophers and theologians. Ethics comes across as
a subject amply open to the findings of economics and the other social and natural sciences. Economists,
philosophers and other students and scholars of the social sciences will welcome this book. It will also
appeal to any reader interested in exploring the ideas of ethics.
The SAGE Handbook of the Philosophy of Social Sciences Ian C Jarvie 2011-02-17 - what is the
relationship between the social sciences and the natural sciences? - where do today?s dominant
approaches to doing social science come from? - what are the main fissures and debates in
contemporary social scientific thought? - how are we to make sense of seemingly contrasting approaches
to how social scientists find out about the world and justify their claims to have knowledge of it? In this
exciting handbook, Ian Jarvie and Jesús Zamora-Bonilla have put together a wide-ranging and
authoritative overview of the main philosophical currents and traditions at work in the social sciences
today. Starting with the history of social scientific thought, this handbook sets out to explore that core
fundamentals of social science practice, from issues of ontology and epistemology to issues of practical
method. Along the way it investigates such notions as paradigm, empiricism, postmodernism, naturalism,
language, agency, power, culture, and causality. Bringing together in one volume leading authorities in
the field from around the world, this book will be a must-have for any serious scholar or student of the
social sciences.
Philosophy of Social Science Nancy Cartwright 2014 This is a much-needed new introduction to a field
that has been transformed in recent years by exciting new subjects, ideas, and methods. It is designed

both for students with central interests in philosophy and those planning to concentrate on the social
sciences, and it presupposes no particular background in either domain. From the wide range of topics at
the forefront of debate in philosophy of social science, the editors have chosen those which are
representative of the most important and interesting contemporary work. A team of distinguished experts
explore key aspects of the field such as social ontology (what are the things that social science studies?),
objectivity, formal methods, measurement, and causal inference. Also included are chapters focused on
notable subjects of social science research, such as well-being and climate change. Philosophy of Social
Science provides a clear, accessible, and up-to-date guide to this fascinating field.
On the Logic of the Social Sciences Jürgen Habermas 2015-10-07 In this wide-ranging work, now
available in paperback, Habermas presents his views on the nature of the social sciences and their
distinctive methodology and concerns. He examines, among other things, the traditional division between
the natural sciences and the social sciences; the characteristics of social action and the implications of
theories of language for social enquiry; and the nature, tasks and limitations of hermeneutics. Habermas'
analysis of these and other themes is, as always, rigorous, perceptive and constructive. This brilliant
study succeeds in highlighting the distinctive characteristics of the social sciences and in outlining the
nature of, and prospects for, critical theory today.
Social Reality Finn Collin 2012-11-12 Social reality is currently a hotly debated topic not only in social
science, but also in philosophy and the other humanities. Finn Collin, in this concise guide, asks if social
reality is created by the way social agents conceive of it? Is there a difference between the kind of
existence attributed to social and to physical facts - do physical facts enjoy a more independent
existence? To what extent is social reality a matter of social convention. Finn Collin considers a number
of traditional doctrines which support the constructivist position that social reality is generated by our
'interpretation' of it. He also examines the way social facts are contingent upon the meaning invested in
them by social agents; the nature of social convention; the status of social facts as symbolic; the ways in

which socially shared language is claimed to generate the reality described, as well as the limitations of
some of the over-ambitious popular arguments for social constructivism.
The History and Philosophy of Social Science H. Scott Gordon 2002-09-11 First published in 1993.
Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
There is No Such Thing as a Social Science Phil Hutchinson 2016-02-17 The death of Peter Winch in
1997 sparked a revived interest in his work with this book arguing his work suffered misrepresentation in
both recent literature and in contemporary critiques of his writing. Debates in philosophy and sociology
about foundational questions of social ontology and methodology often claim to have adequately
incorporated and moved beyond Winch's concerns. Re-establishing a Winchian voice, the authors
examine how such contentions involve a failure to understand central themes in Winch's writings and that
the issues which occupied him in his Idea of a Social Science and its Relation to Philosophy and later
papers remain central to social studies. The volume offers a careful reading of the text in alliance with
Wittgensteinian insights and alongside a focus on the nature and results of social thought and inquiry. It
draws parallels with other movements in the social studies, notably ethnomethodology, to demonstrate
how Winch's central claim is both more significant and more difficult to transcend than sociologists and
philosophers have hitherto imagined.
Social Science for What? Mark Solovey 2020-07-07 How the NSF became an important yet controversial
patron for the social sciences, influencing debates over their scientific status and social relevance. In the
early Cold War years, the U.S. government established the National Science Foundation (NSF), a civilian
agency that soon became widely known for its dedication to supporting first-rate science. The agency's
1950 enabling legislation made no mention of the social sciences, although it included a vague reference
to “other sciences.” Nevertheless, as Mark Solovey shows in this book, the NSF also soon became a
major—albeit controversial—source of public funding for them. Solovey's analysis underscores the longterm impact of early developments, when the NSF embraced a “scientistic” strategy wherein the natural

sciences represented the gold standard, and created a social science program limited to “hard-core”
studies. Along the way, Solovey shows how the NSF's efforts to support scholarship, advanced training,
and educational programs were shaped by landmark scientific and political developments, including
McCarthyism, Sputnik, reform liberalism during the 1960s, and a newly energized conservative
movement during the 1970s and 1980s. Finally, he assesses the NSF's relevance in a “post-truth” era,
questions the legacy of its scientistic strategy, and calls for a separate social science agency—a National
Social Science Foundation. Solovey's study of the battles over public funding is crucial for understanding
the recent history of the social sciences as well as ongoing debates over their scientific status and social
value.
The Philosophy of Social Science Reader Daniel Steel 2011 The Philosophy of Social Science Reader is
an outstanding, comprehensive and up-to-date collection of key readings in the philosophy of social
science, covering the essential issues, problems and debates in this important interdisciplinary area...
Featuring the work of influential philosophers and social scientists such as Ernest Nagel, Ian Hacking,
John Searle, Clifford Geertz, Daniel Kahneman, Steven Lukes and Richard Dawkins, The Philosophy of
Social Science Reader is the ideal text for philosophy of social science courses, and for students in
related disciplines interested in the differences between the social and natural sciences. -- Product
Description.
Big Ideas in Social Science David Edmonds 2015-11-16 Are human beings less violent than before? Why
do we adopt certain moral and political judgements? Why is the gap between rich and poor getting
bigger? How do we decide which criminal policies are effective? What is the Population Challenge for the
21st Century? What is social science? In Big Ideas in Social Science, David Edmonds and Nigel
Warburton put these and more of our society’s burning questions to 18 of the world’s leading social
scientists including Steven Pinker, Ann Oakley, Lawrence Sherman, Kate Pickett, Robert J. Shiller and
Doreen Massey. The result is a collection of thought-provoking discussions that span the fields of

sociology, politics, economics, criminology, geography and many more.From the people who brought us
the Philosophy Bites series, Big Ideas in Social Science is a fascinating and accessible introduction to
the key ideas and findings of the social sciences. The interviews for this book are based on a series of
podcasts, Social Science Bites, sponsored by SAGE. Social Science Bites was inspired by the popular
Philosophy Bites podcast (www.philosophybites.com), which was founded by David and Nigel in 2007
and has so far had 26 million downloads. Philosophy Bites has spawned three books, Philosophy Bites,
Philosophy Bites Back and Philosophy Bites Again.
The Philosophy of Social Science Garry Potter 2016-12-13 Now in its second edition, this comprehensive
textbook offers an exceptionally accessible yet in-depth introduction to the philosophy of social science.
Students with no previous knowledge will find themselves taken on an engaging philosophical journey:
the book’s unique dialogue format anticipates their most frequently asked questions and provides clear
explanations of specialised terminology and essential contextualisation of contemporary debates.
Encompassing both traditional and contemporary perspectives, the book explores the questions and
debates raised by all the major theoretical positions in the philosophy of social science, including
positivism, empiricism, rationalism, hermeneutics, feminist epistemology, postmodernism and critical
realism. The first edition of this book had a Eurocentric bias, as does virtually all other textbooks covering
this subject matter. This has been corrected in the second edition and includes a new chapter on the
contributions of Islam to philosophy, natural science social science including sociology. The second
edition also has a newly written chapter on pragmaticism and neo-pragmaticism, as well as strengthened
coverage of hermeneutics, postmodernism and critical realism. The book‘s rich pedagogic support
includes: point-by-point summaries introducing the scope of every chapter; discussion questions; further
reading lists; and a glossary of key terminology. This excellent textbook is designed to provide every
student with a clear understanding of important and complex issues. It is essential reading for all students
of philosophy of social science, whether at undergraduate or Masters level and regardless of their

disciplinary background.
Meaning, Agency and the Making of a Social World Amitabha Das Gupta 2019-05-01 This book explores
a vital but neglected element in the philosophy of social science – the complex nature of the social world.
By a systematic philosophical engagement, it conceives the social world in terms of three basic concerns:
epistemic, methodological and ethical. It examines how we cognize, study and ethically interact with the
social world. As such, it demonstrates that a discussion of ethics is epistemically indispensable to the
making of the social world. The book presents a new interpretation of philosophy of social science and
addresses a series of related topics, including the role of the human subject in the context of scientific
knowledge, objectivity, historicity, meaning and nature of social reality, social and literary theory, scientific
methodology and fact/value dichotomy, human and collective agency and the limits to relativism.
Examining each in turn, it argues that the social world is constructed through human actions and
becomes significant because we ascribe meaning to it. This is organized around discussions on the
meaning, agency and the making of a social world. The book will be useful to scholars and researchers
of philosophy of social science, political philosophy and sociology.
Normativity and Naturalism in the Philosophy of the Social Sciences Mark Risjord 2016-01-22 Normativity
and Naturalism in the Social Sciences engages with a central debate within the philosophy of social
science: whether social scientific explanation necessitates an appeal to norms, and if so, whether
appeals to normativity can be rendered "scientific." This collection brings together contributions from a
diverse group of philosophers who explore a broad but thematically unified set of questions, many of
which stem from an ongoing debate between Stephen Turner and Joseph Rouse (both contributors to
this volume) on the role of naturalism in the philosophy of the social sciences. Informed by recent
developments in both philosophy and the social sciences, this volume will set the benchmark for
contemporary discussions about normativity and naturalism. This collection will be relevant to
philosophers of social science, philosophers in interested in the rule following and metaphysics of

normativity, and theoretically oriented social scientists.
The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science Lee McIntyre 2016-12-08 The Routledge
Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is an outstanding guide to the major themes, movements,
debates, and topics in the philosophy of social science. It includes thirty-seven newly written chapters, by
many of the leading scholars in the field, as well as a comprehensive introduction by the editors. Insofar
as possible, the material in this volume is presented in accessible language, with an eye toward
undergraduate and graduate students who may be coming to some of this material for the first time.
Scholars too will appreciate this clarity, along with the chance to read about the latest advances in the
discipline. The Routledge Companion to Philosophy of Social Science is broken up into four parts.
Historical and Philosophical Context Concepts Debates Individual Sciences Edited by two of the leading
scholars in the discipline, this volume is essential reading for anyone interested in the philosophy of
social science, and its many areas of connection and overlap with key debates in the philosophy of
science.
The Philosophy of Social Science Martin Hollis 1994-09-01 This textbook by Martin Hollis offers an
exceptionally clear and concise introduction to the philosophy of social science. It examines questions
which give rise to fundamental philosophical issues. Are social structures better conceived of as systems
of laws and forces, or as webs of meanings and practices? Is social action better viewed as rational
behaviour, or as self-expression? By exploring such questions, the reader is led to reflect upon the nature
of scientific method in social science. Is the aim to explain the social world after a manner worked out for
the natural world, or to understand the social world from within?
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